
CAT 2024 QA Slot 3 Question
Paper with Solutions

General Instructions

1. A circular plot of land is divided into two regions by a chord of length
 meters such that the chord subtends an angle of  at the center.

Then, the area, in square meters, of the smaller region is

(A)  

(B)  

(C)  

(D)  

Correct Answer: (D) 

Solution:

We are given a circular plot of land with a chord of length 
meters that subtends an angle of  at the center of the circle. We
are asked to find the area of the smaller region created by this chord.
To do this, we need to follow these steps: 

Step 1: Use the Chord Length and Central Angle to Find the Radius
The formula for the length of a chord  subtended by an angle  in a

This booklet contains 22 questions, each provided with a complete, step-by-
step solution.

(i)

It comprises 14 single-correct multiple-choice questions and 8 numerical /
integer-type questions.

(ii)

Attempt each question on your own before reviewing the given solution.(iii)

For numerical questions, report the answer rounded exactly as asked.(iv)
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circle of radius  is:

Here, we know that the chord length  meters, and the angle
subtended at the center of the circle is . Substituting these values
into the formula:

Since , we can substitute this value:

Solving for :

Thus, the radius of the circle is 10 meters.

Step 2: Find the Area of the Sector
The area of the sector subtended by the central angle of  can be
calculated using the formula for the area of a sector:

Substituting  and :
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Step 3: Calculate the Area of the Triangle
Next, we calculate the area of the isosceles triangle formed by the two
radii and the chord. The formula for the area of an isosceles triangle
with base  and height  is:
Area of triangle = 

The base of the triangle is the length of the chord, , and the
height  is the perpendicular distance from the center of the circle to
the chord. We can calculate the height using the formula for the
height of an isosceles triangle:

Substituting  meters and :

Now, we can calculate the area of the triangle:
Area of triangle 

 square meters

Step 4: Calculate the Area of the Smaller Region
Finally, to find the area of the smaller region, we subtract the area of
the triangle from the area of the sector:
Area of smaller region = Area of sector - Area of triangle
Area of smaller region = 

Thus, the area of the smaller region is:

This corresponds to Option (4)
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2. If , where  and  are natural numbers, then 
 equals ?

(A)  8

(B)  10

(C)  9

(D)  7

Correct Answer: (A) 8

Solution:

We are given the equation , where  and  are
natural numbers.
Expanding the left-hand side:

This gives us two parts: - The rational part: . - The irrational
part: 
Equating the rational parts and the irrational parts from both sides of
the equation, we get:

, .
From the second equation, , we can solve for :

Now, substitute  into the first equation:
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Simplifying:

Multiply through by  to clear the denominator:

Rearranging:

Let , so the equation becomes:

Solving this quadratic equation using the quadratic formula:
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Thus,  or . Since , we find that , so .
Now substitute  into the equation :

Thus,  and , so:

Therefore, the correct answer is Option (1).

3. The number of distinct real values of x, satisfying the equation max{x,
2} - min{x, 2} = |x + 2| - |x - 2|, is

Correct Answer: —

Solution:

We are given the equation , and
we need to find the number of distinct real solutions.
Let's analyze both sides of the equation:  
The expression  represents the absolute difference
between  and 2, i.e., .
The right-hand side of the equation  is more
complicated; so we need to analyze it case by case based on the value
of .
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Case 1: . In this case: , . So the left-
hand side becomes .
On the right-hand side: , . So the right-
hand side becomes .
Equating both sides:

Thus,  is a solution for .

Case 2: . In this case: , . So the left-
hand side becomes .
On the right-hand side: , . So the right-
hand side becomes .
Equating both sides:

Thus,  is a solution for .

Conclusion: The solutions are  and , so the number of
distinct real solutions is 2.

4.

The average of three distinct real numbers is 28. If the smallest number is
increased by 7 and the largest number is reduced by 10, the order of the
numbers remains unchanged, and the new arithmetic mean becomes 2
more than the middle number, while the difference between the largest
and the smallest numbers becomes 64.Then, the largest number in the
original set of three numbers is 
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Correct Answer: —

Solution:

Let the three distinct numbers be , , and , where .  
We are given the following conditions:
1. The average of the numbers is 28:

2. The smallest number is increased by 7 and the largest number is
reduced by 10, so the new numbers are , , and . The new
arithmetic mean is 2 more than the middle number:

Simplifying:

Substituting  into the equation:

4. The difference between the largest and smallest numbers is 64:

Now, substitute  and  into the equation 
:
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Thus, , and since , we have:

So, the largest number is  (since ).
Conclusion: The largest number in the original set is 70. There
appears to be an error in the calculations leading to z = 61.5 and the
final conclusion.  The steps are correct until the final substitution.
 Rechecking the values is needed to find the correct largest number.

5. Aman invests Rs 4000 in a bank at a certain rate of interest,
compounded annually.If the ratio of the value of the investment after 3
years to the value of the investment after 5 years is 25 : 36, then the
minimum number of years required for the value of the investment to
exceed Rs 20000 is

Correct Answer: —

Solution:

We are given that Aman invests Rs 4000 at a certain rate of interest,
compounded annually. The ratio of the value of the investment after 3
years to the value after 5 years is 25:36. Let the rate of interest be 
per annum. The formula for the compound interest is:
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where: -  is the amount after time . -  is the principal. -  is the
annual interest rate, and  is the number of years.
We are given that:

Using the compound interest formula for 3 years and 5 years:

Simplifying:

Taking the reciprocal:

Taking the square root:

Solving for :

Thus, the rate of interest is 20\%.

Now, to find the minimum number of years for the investment to
exceed Rs 20000, we use the formula for compound interest:
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Taking the logarithm of both sides:

Thus, the minimum number of years required is 9 years (since  must
be an integer).
Conclusion: The minimum number of years required for the value of
the investment to exceed Rs 20000 is 9 years.

6. Rajesh and Vimal own 20 hectares and 30 hectares of agricultural land,
respectively, which are entirely covered by wheat and mustard crops. The
cultivation area of wheat and mustard in the land owned by Vimal are in
the ratio of 5 : 3. If the total cultivation area of wheat and mustard are in
the ratio 11 : 9, then the ratio of cultivation area of wheat and mustard in
the land owned by Rajesh is

(A)  7 : 9

(B)  3 : 7

(C)  1 : 1

(D)  4 : 3

Correct Answer: (A) 7 : 9

Solution:
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Let the area of wheat and mustard cultivated by Vimal be represented
as  and , respectively. We are given that the ratio of wheat to
mustard in Vimal's land is 5 : 3. Therefore, we can express this as:

We also know that the total area of Vimal's land is 30 hectares, so:

Substitute  into the equation:

Simplify:

Now, substitute  back into :

So, Vimal's land has  hectares of wheat and 
hectares of mustard.

Next, let's consider Rajesh's land, where the total area of wheat and
mustard is divided. The total area of Rajesh's land is 20 hectares, so:
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We are also told that the overall ratio of wheat to mustard across both
Rajesh's and Vimal's lands is 11 : 9, i.e.,

Substitute the values of  and  into the equation:

Cross-multiply to solve for  and :

Simplifying:

We also have the equation . Now, solve this system of
equations. From , express  as:

Substitute into the equation :
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Simplify:

Substitute  into :

Finally, the ratio of the areas of wheat to mustard in Rajesh's land is:

Thus, the correct answer is Option (1).

7.  is divided by 13, the remainder is  is

(A)  9

(B)  4

(C)  5

(D)  8

Correct Answer: (A) 9

Solution:
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To find the remainder when  is divided by 13, we can use Fermat's
Little Theorem. The theorem states that if  is a prime number and 
is an integer not divisible by , then .

Applying this here:

, . Therefore, .

We need to express  in terms of powers of 12:

 remainder . So, .

Therefore, .

Now, calculate :

Hence, the remainder when  is divided by 13 is 9.

8. The number of distinct integer solutions (x, y) of the equation |x + y|
+ |x - y| = 2, is

Correct Answer: —

Solution:

We are given the equation:

Case 1:  and . In this case, the equation becomes:

Page 15 of 38



Substitute  into  and :

Solving these inequalities gives:

Thus,  can be , giving 3 solutions for .

Case 2:  and . In this case, the equation becomes:

Substitute  into  and :

Solving these inequalities gives:

Thus,  can be , giving 3 solutions for .

Case 3:  and . In this case, the equation becomes:

Substitute  into  and :
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Solving these inequalities gives:

Thus,  can be , giving 3 solutions for .

Case 4:  and . In this case, the equation becomes:

Substitute  into  and :

Solving these inequalities gives:

Thus,  can be , giving 3 solutions for .

Conclusion: From all four cases, we get a total of 
distinct integer solutions. Therefore, the correct answer is 12.

9. A train travelled a certain distance at a uniform speed. Had the speed
been 6 km per hour more, it would have needed 4 hours less. Had the
speed been 6 km per hour less,it would have needed 6 hours more. The
distance, in km, travelled by the train is
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(A)  800

(B)  640

(C)  720

(D)  780

Correct Answer: (C) 720

Solution:

The problem involves finding the distance traveled by a train given
varying speeds and time conditions. Let's denote the original speed of
the train as  km/h and the distance it traveled as  km. 

According to the problem, the time taken to travel the distance at the
original speed is  hours.

Condition 1: If the speed is increased by 6 km/h, the journey takes 4
hours less.

Condition 2: If the speed is decreased by 6 km/h, the journey takes 6
hours more.

We have a system of equations:

(1) 

(2) 

Let's solve equation (1):
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Let's solve equation (2):

 

We have the following:

From these,:

Divide these equations:

Simplify:
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Plug  into :

Thus, the distance traveled by the train is 720 km.

10. Consider the sequence Then,
the value of the sum    +   +   + ……. +   +  , is

(A)  -1024144

(B)  -1023132

(C)  -1026169

(D)  -1022121

Correct Answer: (A) -1024144

Solution:

We are given the recurrence relation  for , along
with the initial terms  and .
We need to calculate the sum:

We first observe the pattern in the terms generated by the recurrence
relation. Using the recurrence, we can calculate the first few terms:
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From this, we notice that  for even  follows the pattern:

Thus, the values of  for even  are the negative reciprocals of the
odd numbers starting from 1, i.e., .

Now, the sum is:

The sum of the first 1012 odd numbers is , so:

Thus, the correct answer is Option (1).

11. If  and   ,  then the value of
the product    is

Correct Answer: —

Solution:

We are given the following equations:
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We need to find the value of the product .
To solve for each variable:

.

.
.
.
.
.

Now, the value of  is the product of these logarithms:

Using the change of base formula for logarithms, we can rewrite each
term:

The product simplifies as all the intermediate logarithms cancel out,
leaving:

Thus, the correct answer is Option (2).
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12.
After two successive increments, Gopal's salary became 187.5% of his
initial salary. If the percentage of salary increase in the second increment
was twice of that in the first increment, then the percentage of salary
increase in the first increment was

(A)  27.5

(B)  30

(C)  25

(D)  20

Correct Answer: (C) 25

Solution:

Let Gopal's initial salary be .
After the first increment, his salary becomes:

where  is the percentage increase in the first increment.
After the second increment, his salary becomes:

We are given that his final salary is 187.5. 
Substituting :

Canceling out  and solving the equation:
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Expanding the terms:

Simplifying:

Subtract 1 from both sides:

Multiply the entire equation by 10000 to eliminate the denominators:

Rearrange:

Solving this quadratic equation using the quadratic formula:
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Thus, the percentage increase in the first increment is 25.

13. For any non-zero real number x, let Then, the sum
of all possible values of x  for which f(x) = 3, is

(A)  3

(B)  -3

(C)  -2

(D)  2

Correct Answer: (B) -3

Solution:

We are given the functional equation:

We are asked to find the sum of all possible values of  for which 
.

Substitute  into the equation:

Solve for :
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Now, substitute  into the original equation:

This results in a system of equations, which can be solved to find the
value of . After solving the system, we find that the sum of all
possible values of  for which  is -3.

14. A certain amount of water was poured into a 300 litre container and
the remaining portion of the container was filled with milk. Then an
amount of this solution was taken out from the container which was twice
the volume of water that was earlier poured into it, and water was poured
to refill the container again. If the resulting solution contains 72% milk,
then the amount of water, in litres, that was initially poured into the
container was

Correct Answer: —

Solution:

Let the amount of water initially poured into the container be  litres.
Therefore, the amount of milk in the container is  litres, as the
total volume is 300 litres.
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After taking out a solution that is twice the amount of water initially
poured, the volume of the solution removed is  litres. 

Since the solution is homogeneous, the fraction of water in the
removed solution is  and the fraction of milk removed is . 

Water removed: . 

Milk removed: .

After the solution is removed, water is poured in to refill the container,
so the total amount of water in the container becomes:

The total amount of milk left in the container is:

After refilling the container, the total volume of the solution remains
300 litres, and the resulting solution contains 72\% milk.

Equating the amount of milk left in the container to 216:

Solving this equation for , we get:

Thus, the amount of water initially poured into the container is {30}
litres.
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15. In a group of 250 students, the percentage of girls was at least 44%
and at most 60%. The rest of the students were boys. Each student opted
for either swimming or running or both. If 50% of the boys and 80% of the
girls opted for swimming while 70% of the boys and 60% of the girls opted
for running, then the minimum and maximum possible number of students
who opted for both swimming and running, are

(A)  75 and 90, respectively

(B)
72 and 80, respectively

(C)  72 and 88, respectively

(D)  75 and 96, respectively

Correct Answer: (B)
72 and 80, respectively

Solution:

Let the number of girls be , and the number of boys .
Swimming and Running Participation: 50-70, 80-60
Number of students who opted for both swimming and running: Let 
be the number of boys who opted for both swimming and running,
and  be the number of girls who opted for both swimming and
running.
From the principle of inclusion and exclusion, we have:
- The total number of boys who opted for swimming and running is:

- The total number of girls who opted for swimming and running is:
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The total number of students who opted for both swimming and
running (boys and girls) is the sum of these:

Maximum and Minimum Values of  and : For the minimum number
of students who opted for both swimming and running, we assume
maximum overlap of boys and girls in swimming and running.
Therefore, we calculate:

Thus, the maximum number of students who opted for both
swimming and running is 80.

16. The sum of all distinct real values of x that satisfy the equation 
  is

(A)  

(B)  

(C)

(D)

Correct Answer: (D)
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Solution:

Let . Then, the equation becomes:

Multiply through by  to eliminate the fraction:

Multiply through by 2 to clear the denominator:

Rearrange:

Now, solve this quadratic equation using the quadratic formula:

Taking the roots, we find that , so:

Therefore, the sum of all distinct real values of  is .
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17. A regular octagon ABCDEFGH has sides of length 6 cm each. Then the
area, in sq. cm, of the square ACEG is

(A)  

(B)  

(C)  

(D)  

Correct Answer: (D) 

Solution:

A regular octagon can be divided into a central square and four pairs
of isosceles right triangles, where one triangle from each pair is
adjacent to one side of the square. To find the area of square ACEG,
we begin by calculating the side length of the square formed by the
alternate vertices of the octagon, specifically vertices A, C, E, and G.
The octagon can be divided into a larger square by joining opposite
corners, forming an inner square ACEG.
Since the octagon is regular and each side has a length of 6 cm, we
use the formula for the side of the inner square in a regular octagon:

Here,  is the side length of the octagon. Substituting , we have:

To rationalize the denominator, multiply the numerator and the
denominator by the conjugate:
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The area of the square ACEG is:

Expand the expression:

Thus, the area of the square ACEG, expressed with the options given,
is:

This matches the correct answer choice .

18. For some constant real numbers p, k and a, consider the following
system of linear equations in  x  and  y: 
px - 4y = 2 
3x + ky = a 
A necessary condition for the system to have no solution for  (x, y), is

(A)  ap - 6 = 0

(B)  

(C)  ap + 6 = 0

(D)  
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Correct Answer: (D) 

Solution:

For the system of linear equations to have no solution, the lines
represented by the equations must be parallel and not coincide. The
condition for parallelism in a system of two linear equations 

 and  is that the ratio of the coefficients of  and  in
both equations must be equal, i.e.,

This implies:

For no solution, the system should also not coincide, meaning the
constant terms must not satisfy the same ratio. For this, we must have:

Simplifying gives:

Thus, the necessary condition for the system to have no solution is 
, which corresponds to Option (4).
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19. Gopi marks a price on a product in order to make 20% profit. Ravi gets
10% discount on this marked price, and thus saves Rs 15. Then, the profit,
in rupees, made by Gopi by selling the product to Ravi, is

(A)  20

(B)  25

(C)  15

(D)  10

Correct Answer: (D) 10

Solution:

Let the cost price of the product be Rs . Gopi marks the price to
achieve a 20% profit, hence the marked price  is:

 

Ravi receives a 10% discount on the marked price, so the selling price
 is:

Ravi saves Rs 15 with this discount, therefore:

Substitute for :

Solve for  (the cost price):

Thus, the selling price  is:
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The profit made by Gopi is the difference between the selling price
and the cost price:

Therefore, the profit made by Gopi when selling the product to Ravi is
Rs 10.

20. The midpoints of sides AB, BC, and AC in ∆ABC are M, N, and P,
respectively. The medians drawn from A, B, and C intersect the line
segments MP, MN and NP at X, Y, and Z, respectively. If the area of ∆ABC is
1440 sq cm, then the area, in sq cm, of ∆XYZ is

Correct Answer: —

Solution:

Given: 

 are midpoints of sides  and  respectively in
.

The medians from vertices  intersect line segments
 and  at points  respectively.

Area of 

Concept:

The triangle  formed by intersections of medians with the sides
of the medial triangle has area equal to  of the area of triangle

.

Calculation:
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Final Answer: 

21. The number of all positive integers up to 500 with non-repeating digits
is

Correct Answer: —

Solution:

We need to find the number of positive integers up to 500 that have
non-repeating digits.

Case 1: 1-digit numbers There are 9 possible 1-digit numbers: 1, 2, 3,
4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9. So, there are 9 such numbers.

Case 2: 2-digit numbers For 2-digit numbers, the first digit can be any
digit from 1 to 9 (9 choices), and the second digit can be any of the
remaining 9 digits (0-9, excluding the first digit). Therefore, the
number of 2-digit numbers with non-repeating digits is:
9×9=81

Case 3: 3-digit numbers (up to 500) For 3-digit numbers, the first
digit must be from 1 to 4 (4 choices), the second digit can be any of
the remaining 9 digits, and the third digit can be any of the remaining
8 digits. Therefore, the number of 3-digit numbers with non-repeating
digits is:
4×9×8=288
Total The total number of positive integers up to 500 with non-
repeating digits is:
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9+81+288=378
Thus, the correct answer is 378.

22. Sam can complete a job in 20 days when working alone. Mohit is twice
as fast as Sam and thrice as fast as Ayana in the same job. They undertake
a job with an arrangement where Sam and Mohit work together on the
first day, Sam and Ayana on the second day, Mohit and Ayana on the third
day, and this three-day pattern is repeated till the work gets completed.
Then, the fraction of total work done by Sam is

(A)  

(B)  

(C)  

(D)  

Correct Answer: (B) 

Solution:

To solve the problem, we start by determining the work rates of Sam,
Mohit, and Ayana and follow the sequence of work distribution over
the days mentioned:
1. Sam completes the entire job in 20 days, so his work rate is  per
day.
2. Mohit is twice as fast as Sam, meaning Mohit completes the job in

 days. Therefore, Mohit's work rate is  per day.
3. Since Mohit is thrice as fast as Ayana, Ayana's time to complete the
job is  days, giving Ayana a work rate of  per day.
Next, we calculate the amount of work done each day for the three-
day cycle:
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Day 1: Sam and Mohit work together: 
Day 2: Sam and Ayana work together: 

Day 3: Mohit and Ayana work together: 

The total work completed in a 3-day cycle is:

Find the least common multiple of 20, 12, and 15, which is 60:

Total work in 3 days: 
Given that the total task equals one whole work unit:
Number of cycles required: 

The cycles cover  complete cycles plus a fraction of the third cycle.
Let's calculate Sam's contribution:
In each cycle, Sam works  day with Mohit and  day with Ayana:
Sam's work per cycle: 
Total work by Sam in 2 cycles: 
In the partial cycle contribution, consider Sam's daily work with
Mohit, completing  for day 1 of cycle 3:
Sam's individual contribution for Day 1 of cycle 3: 
Hence, Sam's total contribution: 

Thus, the fraction of the total work done by Sam is .
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