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TANCET MBA
Sample Paper — 2

Duration: 120 Minutes Maximum Marks: 100

Instructions

* This paper contains 100 Multiple Choice Questions (Single Correct

Answer) modelled on the TANCET MBA entrance examination.

* Five parts: Part A — Analysis of Business Situations (Q 1-20), Part B
— Reading Comprehension (Q 21-40), Part C — Quantitative Apti-
tude (Q 41-60), Part D — Data Sufficiency (Q 61-80), Part E -
General English (Q 81-100).

* Each correct answer carries +1 mark. Each wrong answer carries a
penalty of —i mark. Unattempted questions carry no penalty.

* Only one option is correct. Darken the correct bubble completely
on the OMR answer sheet.

* No section-wise time limit; manage 120 minutes across all five parts
at your discretion.

* Mobile phones, calculators, log tables, and all electronic devices are

strictly prohibited.

Part A: Analysis of Business Situations (Q 1-20)

Questions 1-5 are based on the following caselet. Caselet 1

(Pharma Plus India Ltd.): Pharma Plus, a leading generic
drug manufacturer, has just received an import alert from
the US FDA citing non-conformance with cGMP standards at
its Ahmedabad plant. The plant supplies 40% of the com-
pany’s export revenues. Remediation will take 6-9 months
and cost Rs. 80 crore, while the company carries a Rs. 500
crore order backlog from US clients who now face supply
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Q1.

Q2.

Q3.

disruptions. A competitor has already offered to supply sub-
stitute drugs to Pharma Plus’s US clients during this period.

What is the most immediate threat Pharma Plus faces as a result of the

US FDA import alert?

(A) Increased domestic competition from Indian generic rivals.

(B) Loss of US client relationships to the competitor offering substitute
supply.

(C) Rising cost of API raw materials due to import restrictions.

(D) A decline in the company’s domestic market share.

Which action would best protect Pharma Plus’s long-term US market
position during the remediation period?

(A) Immediately exit the US market and focus on domestic sales.
(B) Sue the competitor for predatory pricing.

(C) Negotiate supply agreements with a contract manufacturer to fulfil
US orders while the Ahmedabad plant undergoes remediation.

(D) Lobby the Indian government to challenge the FDA ruling diplomat-
ically.

Which assumption most likely underlies the estimate of a 6-9 month
remediation timeline for the Ahmedabad plant?

(A) The FDA will grant a special waiver reducing inspection require-
ments.

(B) A new plant can be constructed in parallel to replace Ahmedabad
capacity.

(C) US clients will maintain loyalty and wait indefinitely for Pharma
Plus’s supply.

(D) The identified cGMP deviations are addressable without a complete
shutdown and involve documentation, process validation, and equip-
ment upgrades rather than structural rebuilding.

A
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Q4.

Qs.

Q6.

Which factor should most influence the CEQ’s crisis communication strat-
egy following the FDA import alert?

(A) The need to maintain US client confidence by communicating a cred-
ible remediation roadmap transparently and promptly.

(B) Minimising media coverage to prevent share price volatility.
(C) Reassuring domestic retail investors by focusing on non-US revenues.

(D) Avoiding any admission of fault until internal investigations are com-
plete.

What is the primary risk if Pharma Plus attempts to rush remediation
and complete it in 3 months rather than the estimated 6-9 months?

(A) The plant’s production capacity may permanently decline.

(B) Remediation quality may be compromised, risking further FDA ac-
tion or rejection of the corrective action plan, extending the disrup-
tion beyond 9 months.

(C) Employees may demand higher wages due to accelerated work sched-
ules.

(D) Domestic competitors may file a complaint with the Drug Controller
General of India.

Questions 6-10 are based on the following caselet. Caselet 2 (FreshMart

Retail Chain): FreshMart, a 200-store organised grocery chain, is losing
15% of its monthly urban footfall to quick-commerce players offering 10-
minute home delivery. Its average ticket size is Rs. 850 versus the online
competitor’s Rs. 320. FreshMart’s supply chain is designed for store re-
plenishment, not last-mile home delivery. Building a dark-store network
would cost Rs. 400 crore over two years, while pivoting to a premium in-
store experience model could cost Rs. 80 crore in store refurbishments.

The central strategic dilemma for FreshMart is best described as:

(A) Whether to expand its store count from 200 to 400 stores.

A
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Q7.

Q8.

Q9.

(B) Whether to merge with a quick-commerce player.

(C) Whether to match quick-commerce on its own turf at high capital
cost or differentiate through a premium in-store experience at lower
cost, leveraging its existing higher ticket size.

(D) Whether to reduce prices to compete on value with online players.

Which data point most strongly suggests FreshMart should focus on a
premium in-store experience rather than building a dark-store network?
(A) Quick-commerce players are growing faster in smaller cities.

(B) FreshMart’s supply chain is built for store replenishment.

(C) The dark-store network will take two years to build.

(D) FreshMart’s average ticket size of Rs. 850 is nearly three times the
online competitor’s Rs. 320, indicating its existing customers value
higher-order, basket-based shopping rather than impulse top-ups.

What would be the biggest risk of building a dark-store network over
two years?

(A) By the time FreshMart’s dark-store network is ready, quick-commerce
players may have further entrenched market share and technology
advantages, making FreshMart’s entry into that segment uncompet-
itive.

(B) FreshMart’s existing stores would face regulatory inspection.

(C) The Rs. 400 crore investment would reduce the company’s dividend
payouts.

(D) Employees would need to be retrained for warehouse picking oper-
ations.

Which assumption is implicit in choosing the Rs. 80 crore refurbishment
route?

(A) Quick-commerce players will exit the market within 12 months.
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Q10.

Q11.

(B) FreshMart’s core urban customers value the physical shopping expe-
rience and can be retained through quality improvements, ambience,
and exclusive in-store offerings.

(C) The government will impose restrictions on quick-commerce players.

(D) FreshMart’s supplier relationships will improve after refurbishment.

Which outcome is most likely if FreshMart takes no strategic action for
12 months?

(A) Quick-commerce players will consolidate and exit, restoring Fresh-
Mart’s footfall.

(B) FreshMart’s average ticket size will increase as only premium buyers

remain.

(C) Footfall losses will compound, with FreshMart losing further market
share as quick-commerce players improve assortment and delivery
reliability, making recovery progressively more costly.

(D) FreshMart’s supply chain will naturally evolve to support home de-
livery.

Questions 11-15 are based on the following caselet. Caselet 3 (National

Expressway Infrastructure Ltd.): NEIL, a toll-road concessionaire, is 8
months behind schedule on a 300 km highway project due to land acqui-
sition delays in 3 villages. Despite 18 months of delay, the government
has not invoked emergency land acquisition powers. NEIL faces Rs. 120
crore in contractual penalties per quarter of delay. Competing bids from
rival firms to take over the remaining stretch are circulating, and the
project’s NPV is positive only if completed within 15 months.

What is the root cause of NEIL’s current predicament?

(A) Poor project management and cost overruns at NEIL.
(B) Shortage of construction labour and equipment.

(C) Rising steel and cement prices increasing project cost.
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(D) The government’s failure to clear land acquisition in a timely man-
ner, a pre-condition for NEIL’s construction mandate, over which
NEIL has limited direct control.

Q12. Which stakeholder relationship is most critical for NEIL to manage in
order to resolve its situation?

(A) The government authority responsible for land acquisition and in-
voking emergency powers, since the core bottleneck is government
inaction.

(B) The rival firms circulating competing bids.
(C) International funding agencies that financed the project.

(D) The villagers who are resisting land acquisition.

Q13. Which action would most directly reduce NEIL’s contractual penalty ex-
posure?

(A) Hire additional contractors to accelerate construction on the sections
already cleared.

(B) Formally invoke the force majeure clause in the contract, citing government-
caused land acquisition delays, to suspend or reduce the penalty ac-
crual during the delay period.

(C) Negotiate with banks to reschedule project debt.

(D) Launch a public relations campaign to build sympathy.

Q14. What inference can be drawn about the government’s approach to land
acquisition in this project?
(A) The government has been proactive but NEIL has not cooperated.
(B) The government intends to eventually terminate NEIL’s concession.

(C) The government is either politically constrained from invoking emer-
gency land acquisition powers or is managing competing interests
among the affected communities, resulting in a policy paralysis.

-
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Q15.

Q16.

Q17.

(D) The government is waiting for NEIL to arrange compensation di-
rectly with villagers.

Which course of action best protects NEIL’s project NPV given the 15-
month completion window?

(A) Abandon the project and claim insurance.
(B) Sell the concession to a rival firm at a discount.

(C) Accelerate construction on cleared sections and hope land acquisi-
tion resolves.

(D) Simultaneously pursue force majeure relief to limit penalties, esca-
late directly to the highest government authority with a formal time-
line ultimatum, and evaluate partial toll commencement on cleared
stretches to recover cash flows.

A manager receives a whistleblower complaint from a junior employee
accusing the VP of expense fraud. What is the best first action for the
manager?

(A) Document the complaint formally and escalate it to the compliance
or audit committee through the prescribed whistleblower mecha-
nism.

(B) Confront the VP directly with the complaint.

(C) Ask the junior employee to gather more evidence before any formal
action is taken.

(D) Dismiss the complaint to avoid harming team morale and the VP’s
reputation.

A production head can meet quarterly targets by sourcing from a cheaper
vendor whose environmental certifications are unverified. What is the
best decision?

(A) Switch to the cheaper vendor immediately to meet quarterly targets.
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Q18.

Q19.

Q20.

(B) Commission a rapid third-party audit of the vendor’s environmental
compliance before making any sourcing decision, even if it causes a
short delay.

(C) Request management to revise the quarterly targets downward.

(D) Source from both the existing and cheaper vendors simultaneously
to hedge risk.

A brand manager’s product has received 200 negative online reviews in
48 hours citing a quality defect. What is the best immediate action?

(A) Delete the negative reviews from the brand’s owned platforms.

(B) Reply individually to each of the 200 reviews with an apology.

(C) Issue a proactive public statement acknowledging the issue, pause
new shipments of the affected batch, and initiate an internal quality
review.

(D) Wait for the news cycle to pass before responding.

A GM of HR discovers that two senior managers are in a personal re-
lationship that violates company policy. One of them is the GM’s peer.
What is the best action?

(A) Ignore it since both individuals are at the peer level and confronting
them could be awkward.

(B) Counsel them informally, ask them to be discreet, and monitor the
situation.

(C) Immediately report the matter to the CEO without following any
process.

(D) Follow the HR policy: disclose the matter to the ethics or compliance
committee and request a formal conflict-of-interest disclosure from
both managers.

A logistics manager discovers that a junior team member has submitted
an incorrect delivery report to the client. The error, if uncorrected, will
cause the client to overpay. What is the best action?
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(A) Correct the report, notify the client transparently about the error,
and coach the team member on the importance of accuracy.

(B) Correct the report silently and say nothing to the client as the matter
has been resolved.

(C) Ask the team member to handle the correction and client communi-
cation alone.

(D) Wait to see whether the client notices the discrepancy independently.

Part B: Reading Comprehension (Q 21-40)

Passage 1 — India’s Demographic Dividend

India stands at a singular inflection point in its demographic history.
The country’s working-age population (aged 15-64 years) is projected
to peak in the 2040s, giving it a window of nearly two decades to har-
ness what economists call the “demographic dividend” — the economic
boost that accrues when a large share of the population is in its pro-
ductive years. By contrast, Japan and China are already grappling with
rapidly ageing populations and shrinking labour forces, forcing them to
rely on automation and immigration to sustain growth. India’s position
mirrors that of the East Asian Tigers — South Korea, Taiwan, Singapore,
and Malaysia — in the early 1980s, when a young population, com-
bined with targeted investment in education and manufacturing, pro-
pelled extraordinary growth. However, the parallel breaks down on a
critical dimension: while those economies invested heavily in technical
skill development and universal secondary education, India continues to
face a significant literacy and vocational skills gap, particularly in rural
and semi-urban areas. Without commensurate investment in healthcare,
urban infrastructure, and employable skill formation, the demographic
dividend risks becoming a demographic burden — an underemployed,
under-skilled mass whose potential is never realised. The urgency for
policy action has never been greater.

Questions 21-25 are based on Passage 1.
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Q21. What is the main idea of Passage 1?

(A) India should replicate the industrial policies of Japan to sustain growth.

(B) China’s ageing population gives India a competitive manufacturing
advantage.

(C) India has a time-bound opportunity to convert its young population
into an economic growth driver, but this requires urgent investment
in skills, healthcare, and infrastructure.

(D) The demographic dividend is a concept that applies only to East

Asian economies.

Q22. What comparison does the passage draw between India and the East
Asian nations of the 1980s?

(A) Both India and the East Asian Tigers suffered from poor democratic
governance.

(B) India’s manufacturing sector is currently more competitive than South
Korea’s was in the 1980s.

(C) Both regions benefited from foreign direct investment at similar rates.

(D) Both had young working-age populations, but East Asian nations
invested effectively in technical skills and education, a step India
has not yet replicated at the same scale.

Q23. As used in the passage, the phrase “demographic dividend” implies:

(A) An economic acceleration made possible by a high proportion of pro-
ductive, working-age individuals relative to dependants.

(B) A financial surplus generated by remittances from overseas workers.
(C) A government cash transfer scheme targeting young citizens.

(D) The natural population growth rate of a developing nation.

Q24. Which policy implication does the author most strongly suggest?

(A) India should restrict immigration to protect jobs for its young popu-

-
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Q25.

(B) India must urgently invest in vocational training, healthcare, and
urban infrastructure to convert its demographic potential into pro-
ductive economic output.

(C) India should adopt Japan’s automation-led manufacturing model.

(D) India’s rural population should be encouraged to migrate to South-
East Asia for employment.

The author’s tone toward India’s demographic opportunity is best de-
scribed as:

(A) Pessimistic — the author believes India has already missed its win-
dow.

(B) Triumphalist — the author is confident India will outperform the
East Asian Tigers.

(C) Cautiously optimistic yet urgently cautionary — the author sees the
opportunity but warns that action must be taken immediately or the
window will close.

(D) Neutral and detached — the author presents data without any eval-

uative stance.

Passage 2 — E-Commerce vs. Traditional Retail

Indian e-commerce has grown at approximately 25% CAGR over the past
decade, reshaping consumer behaviour in urban and semi-urban mar-
kets. Yet the rapid expansion has been fuelled in large part by deep-
discounting practices by venture-funded startups, which offer products
below cost to acquire customers — a strategy that has systematically
distorted the retail market and eroded the margins of brick-and-mortar
competitors. In response, India’s kirana stores — the ubiquitous small
neighbourhood shops that account for roughly 90% of retail trade —
have shown remarkable resilience, increasingly joining aggregator plat-
forms such as Dunzo, Swiggy Instamart, and retailer-led platforms to of-
fer hyperlocal delivery. Meanwhile, the government’s Foreign Direct In-
vestment regulations explicitly prohibit the inventory-based e-commerce

Q Bl
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model for foreign players, requiring them to operate on a marketplace
basis — a restriction intended to protect small retailers but one that for-
eign platforms have been accused of circumventing through affiliated
sellers. The broader debate is not between online and offline retail but
between two competing visions of commerce: the frictionless, price-
driven digital experience versus the tactile, trust-based relationship of
neighbourhood retail. Most analysts now argue that the future belongs
to neither extreme but to omnichannel commerce — where retailers
seamlessly integrate digital and physical touchpoints to meet customers
wherever they are.

Questions 26-30 are based on Passage 2.

Q26. What is the central argument of Passage 2?

(A) Foreign e-commerce players should be banned from the Indian mar-
ket.

(B) Kirana stores are superior to organised retail chains in customer ser-
vice.

(C) Deep discounting by startups is the primary driver of Indian con-
sumer spending.

(D) The future of Indian retail lies in omnichannel commerce that in-
tegrates digital and physical experiences, rather than a victory for
either pure-play e-commerce or traditional retail.

Q27. What does the passage suggest about kirana stores?

(A) Rather than being displaced by e-commerce, kirana stores have adapted
by joining digital aggregator platforms, demonstrating resilience and
the ability to evolve.

(B) Kirana stores will eventually be replaced by large organised retail
chains.

(C) Kirana stores are primarily relevant in rural areas and are declining

Q Bl
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Q28.

Q29.

Q30.

(D) Kirana stores have lobbied successfully to block e-commerce FDI reg-
ulations.

The government’s FDI restriction on inventory-based e-commerce is men-
tioned primarily to:
(A) Argue that the government should liberalise FDI in retail completely.

(B) Show that the state has attempted to create a regulatory framework
to protect small retailers, even though implementation is compli-

cated by market circumvention practices.
(C) Criticise foreign e-commerce companies for unethical practices.

(D) Explain why Indian e-commerce growth has been slower than China’s.

Which outcome does the author predict for pure-play online retailers
that rely solely on deep discounting?

(A) They will consolidate into a single dominant player within five years.
(B) They will shift their operations to tier-3 cities to find new growth.

(C) Their model is inherently unsustainable and the future belongs to
retailers who can offer an integrated omnichannel experience rather
than relying solely on price competition.

(D) They will eventually be acquired by kirana aggregator platforms.

The author’s attitude toward deep discounting by funded startups is best
described as:
(A) Approving — deep discounting benefits consumers.

(B) Neutral — deep discounting is simply a normal market pricing strat-
egy.
(C) Supportive — it helps kirana stores adopt digital tools.

(D) Critical — deep discounting distorts markets, erodes competitor mar-
gins, and is unsustainable as a long-term business strategy.

-
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Q31.

Passage 3 — Corporate Social Responsibility in India

Section 135 of the Companies Act, 2013 made India one of the first coun-
tries in the world to legislate mandatory Corporate Social Responsibility
(CSR), requiring companies of a specified size to spend at least 2% of
their average net profit over the preceding three years on CSR activities.
The law represented a philosophical shift: from philanthropy driven by
individual promoter conscience toward structured, accountable social in-
vestment. Studies have subsequently documented that companies with
consistent CSR programmes report improvements in brand equity, em-
ployee retention, and community goodwill — tangible business bene-
fits that have made the “strategic CSR” paradigm popular among India
Inc. However, critics argue that mandatory CSR crowds out voluntary
social initiative: when social spending becomes a compliance exercise,
it loses the creativity and genuine commitment of purely voluntary ac-
tion. The United Kingdom, by contrast, operates on a voluntary CSR
model, relying on disclosure requirements and investor pressure rather
than legislative mandates. More recently, the conversation has shifted
further toward Environmental, Social, and Governance (ESG) integra-
tion, where institutional investors actively screen companies on sustain-
ability metrics before investing. ESG is not simply CSR by another name
— it represents a systemic integration of non-financial factors into cor-
porate strategy and investor decision-making, signalling a maturation
of the idea that responsible business and financial performance are not
opposites.

Questions 31-35 are based on Passage 3.

What is the passage’s primary focus?

(A) The evolution of corporate social responsibility in India from manda-
tory legal compliance to strategic CSR and the emerging ESG frame-
work.

(B) A critique of Section 135 of the Companies Act as being excessive
government intervention.

Q Bl
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Q32.

Q33.

Q34.

(C) A comparison of employee retention practices in Indian and British
firms.

(D) The financial performance of companies that invest heavily in CSR
activities.

Why does the author mention the UK’s voluntary CSR model?

(A) To argue that India should adopt the UK model immediately.

(B) To provide an alternative regulatory approach that contrasts with In-
dia’s mandatory CSR mandate, enriching the discussion by showing
that statutory compulsion is not the only path to corporate social
accountability.

(C) To show that the UK is more socially responsible than India.

(D) To explain why Indian companies underperform British companies
on ESG metrics.

What does the passage suggest about mandatory CSR?

(A) Mandatory CSR has failed completely and should be repealed.

(B) Mandatory CSR has improved corporate performance without any
trade-offs.

(C) While mandatory CSR has brought structure and accountability to
social investment, it risks reducing genuine social commitment to
a compliance exercise, crowding out more creative voluntary initia-

tives.

(D) Mandatory CSR is identical to ESG integration and the two terms are
interchangeable.

According to the passage, ESG integration is significant because:

(A) It replaces CSR spending requirements with tax incentives.
(B) It forces companies to donate a higher percentage of profits to char-

ity.
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(C) It allows companies to report CSR as a financial expense.

(D) It represents a systemic embedding of social and environmental fac-
tors into corporate strategy and investor decisions, signalling that
responsible business and financial returns are mutually compatible.

Q35. Which statement would the author most likely NOT agree with?

(A) Mandatory CSR is entirely superior to voluntary CSR in every re-
spect, and India’s model should be adopted universally.

(B) Strategic CSR can create tangible business benefits including im-
proved brand equity and employee retention.

(C) ESG integration goes beyond traditional CSR by embedding non-
financial factors into mainstream investment decisions.

(D) The shift from philanthropic to mandatory CSR represents a signifi-
cant philosophical change in Indian corporate governance.

Passage 4 — Cryptocurrency and Financial Regulation

The story of Bitcoin — from a white paper published in 2008 to a market
capitalisation that at times has rivalled the GDP of mid-sized nations —
encapsulates both the transformative promise and the regulatory night-
mare of cryptocurrency. Central banks worldwide have watched the rise
of decentralised digital currencies with deep unease, fearing an erosion
of monetary sovereignty: if citizens can transact freely in assets beyond
state control, the traditional monetary transmission mechanism breaks
down. China’s response was the most dramatic — an outright ban on
cryptocurrency trading and mining, paired with the introduction of the
digital yuan (e-CNY), a central bank digital currency (CBDC) that pre-
serves state control while embracing the efficiency of digital payments.
India’s approach has been more calibrated: rather than banning crypto,
the government introduced a 30% tax on cryptocurrency gains and a
1% TDS on crypto transactions, signals that suggest implicit recognition
of the asset class while simultaneously discouraging speculative trading.
Beneath the currency debate lies a more nuanced argument: blockchain
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Q36.

Q37.

Q38.

technology — the distributed ledger infrastructure underpinning most
cryptocurrencies — has independent applications in supply chain man-
agement, healthcare records, and cross-border payments that do not re-
quire speculative tokens at all. Critics of crypto, however, remain focused
on the risks: the use of pseudonymous wallets for money laundering, tax
evasion, and sanctions circumvention, as well as the enormous energy
consumption of proof-of-work mining, estimated to rival that of small

nations.

Questions 36—40 are based on Passage 4.

The author’s primary concern about cryptocurrency, as expressed in the
passage, is:

(A) That cryptocurrencies will replace fiat currencies entirely within a
decade.

(B) The tension between the disruptive potential of decentralised digital
currencies and the risks they pose to monetary sovereignty, financial
crime controls, and environmental sustainability.

(C) That India’s 30% tax rate is too low to deter speculation.

(D) That China’s digital yuan will become the dominant global reserve
currency.

Why does the passage cite China’s introduction of the digital yuan?

(A) To argue that India should also introduce a CBDC immediately.
(B) To suggest that China’s cryptocurrency ban was ineffective.

(C) To illustrate how a government can respond to the threat of decen-
tralised cryptocurrency by deploying a state-controlled digital alter-
native that preserves monetary sovereignty.

(D) To show that China’s financial system is more advanced than India’s.

According to the passage, blockchain technology differs from cryptocur-
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Q39.

Q40.

(A) Blockchain requires proof-of-work mining while cryptocurrency does

not.
(B) Blockchain is regulated by central banks while cryptocurrency is not.

(C) Blockchain was developed after Bitcoin and serves only as its sup-
porting infrastructure.

(D) Blockchain has independent, productive applications in areas such
as supply chain management and healthcare records that do not de-
pend on speculative tokens or currency functions.

What does India’s cryptocurrency taxation framework suggest, according
to the passage?

(A) India implicitly recognises cryptocurrency as an asset class while us-
ing high taxation and transaction levies to reduce speculative trad-
ing, rather than imposing an outright ban.

(B) India intends to introduce its own CBDC to replace private cryptocur-
rencies.

(C) India’s 30% tax rate is consistent with the global average for capital

gains.
(D) India’s approach has been fully aligned with the IMF’s recommended
crypto policy.

Passage 4 is best described as:

(A) An editorial calling for an immediate ban on cryptocurrency in India.

(B) A balanced analytical overview that examines cryptocurrency’s reg-
ulatory challenges, government responses, the independent value of
blockchain technology, and associated risks — without advocating a
single policy position.

(C) A technical guide to blockchain technology for financial regulators.

(D) A defence of Bitcoin as a legitimate alternative to fiat currency.

Part C: Quantitative Aptitude (Q 41-60)
* B
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Q41.

Q42.

Q43.

A salesperson earns a basic salary of Rs. 15,000 per month plus a 5%
commission on all sales above Rs. 1,00,000. In a month where total sales
are Rs. 3,00,000, what is the total earning?

(A) Rs. 20,000
(B) Rs. 22,500
(C) Rs. 23,000
(D) Rs. 25,000

A boat travels 36 km upstream in 3 hours and 36 km downstream in 2
hours. What is the speed of the current?

(A) 3 km/h
(B) 6 km/h
(C) 9 km/h
(D) 12 km/h

The line segment AB joins points A(2, 3) and B(8, 7) as shown in the
figure below. Find the coordinates of the midpoint M of AB.
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Q44. Find the total number of arrangements of all the letters of the word

Q45.

Q46.

Q47.

MONDAY.

(A) 120
(B) 360
(C) 720
(D) 5040

A batsman’s average after 20 innings is 44. After one more innings his
average rises to 46. What was his score in the 21st innings?

(A) 66
(B) 72
(C) 80
(D) 86

A trader marks his goods 50% above cost price and then allows two suc-
cessive discounts of 10% and 20%. What is the overall profit percentage?

(A) 8% profit
(B) 12% profit
(C) 5% profit
(D) 10% profit

The bar chart below shows a company’s quarterly revenue (Rs. crore).
What is the ratio of Q2 revenue to Q4 revenue?

Revenue (Rs. crore)

120 110
95
90| 80 75
60
30
Quarter
Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4
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Q48.

Q49.

Q50.

Q51.

(A) 4:3
(B) 19:15
(C) 5:4
(D) 13:10

60 litres of a mixture contains milk and water in the ratio 7:3. How
much water must be added to make the ratio 3:7?

(A) 40 litres
(B) 60 litres
(C) 80 litres
(D) 100 litres

The product of two numbers is 1575 and their HCF is 15. Find their
LCM.

(A) 75

(B) 90

(C) 95

(D) 105

Asha and Bina start cycling toward each other from two cities 60 km
apart. Asha cycles at 12 km/h and Bina at 8 km/h. After how many
hours do they meet?

(A) 3 hours

(B) 4 hours

(C) 5 hours

(D) 2.5 hours

Find the area of trapezoid ABC D shown below, where AB || CD, AB =
14 cm, C'D = 8 cm, and the perpendicular height = 6 cm.
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DCD =8 cm(C
/6cm
A |
AB =14 cm

(A) 60 sg. cm
(B) 66 sq. cm
(C) 72 sq. cm
(D) 84 sqg. cm

Q52. Rs. 5,000 amounts to Rs. 5,832 in 2 years at compound interest. Find the
rate of interest per annum.

(A) 6%
(B) 7%
(C) 8%
(D) 10%

Q53. A trader buys 10 pens for Rs. 15 and sells 15 pens for Rs.20. Find the
profit or loss percentage.

(A) 5% profit

(B) 10% profit
(C) 11.11% profit
(D) 11.11% loss

Q54. What is the value of x if logg z = 4?
(A) 81
(B) 64
Q) 27
(D) 12
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Q55. The line graph below shows the monthly share price (Rs.) of a company
over five months. What was the percentage increase in share price from

January to April?
Price (Rs.)
- 160
160 150
140
120
120 130
” Month
Jan Feb Mar Apr May

(A) 25%
(B) 33.33%
(C) 40%
(D) 50%

Q56. In how many ways can a committee of 3 members be selected from a
group of 8 members?

(A) 24
(B) 40
(C) 56
(D) 112

Q57. A tank has two inlet pipes A and B, and one outlet pipe C. Pipe A fills
the tank in 8 hours, pipe B fills it in 12 hours, and pipe C empties it in
6 hours. How long will it take to fill the tank if all three pipes are open
simultaneously?

(A) 8 hours
(B) 12 hours
(C) 16 hours
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(D) 24 hours

Q58. What is the sum of the first 20 terms of the arithmetic progression 3, 7, 11, 15, ...?

(A) 820
(B) 780
(C) 840
(D) 800

Q59. In the right triangle XY Z below, the right angle is at Y. An altitude YW
is drawn from Y to the hypotenuse X 7. If XY =6 and YZ = 8, find the

length of YIV.
Y
X W 7
(A) 4.2
(B) 4.8
(© 5.0
(D) 5.6

Q60. If o and 3 are the roots of the equation 22 — 5z + 6 = 0, find o + /2.

(A) 11
(B) 12
(C) 13
(D) 25

Part D: Data Sufficiency (Q 61-80)

Each question consists of a problem statement and two additional state-
ments labelled I and II. Decide whether the data given in the statements are
sufficient to answer the question. Choose:

Q | %‘*
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Q61.

Q62.

Q63.

(A) Statement I alone is sufficient, but Statement II alone is not sufficient.

(B) Statement II alone is sufficient, but Statement I alone is not sufficient.

(C) Both statements together are sufficient, but neither statement alone is suffi-
cient.

(D) Even both statements together are not sufficient to answer the question.

What is Raman’s present age?

Statement I: Raman is twice as old as Suresh, who is 15 years old.
Statement II: Five years ago, Raman was three times as old as Suresh
was then.

(A) Statement I alone is sufficient, but Statement II alone is not suffi-
cient.

(B) Statement II alone is sufficient, but Statement I alone is not suffi-
cient.

(C) Both statements together are sufficient, but neither statement alone
is sufficient.

(D) Even both statements together are not sufficient.

What is Priya’s monthly income?
Statement I: The ratio of Priya’s income to Rekha’s income is 5 : 4.
Statement II: Rekha’s monthly income is Rs. 32,000.

(A) Statement I alone is sufficient, but Statement II alone is not suffi-
cient.

(B) Statement II alone is sufficient, but Statement I alone is not suffi-
cient.

(C) Both statements together are sufficient, but neither statement alone
is sufficient.

(D) Even both statements together are not sufficient.

In how many days can Ajay and Bijay together complete a task?
Statement I: Ajay alone can complete the task in 12 days.
Statement II: Bijay alone can complete the task in 18 days.

e
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Q64.

Q65.

(A) Statement I alone is sufficient, but Statement II alone is not suffi-
cient.

(B) Statement II alone is sufficient, but Statement I alone is not suffi-
cient.

(C) Both statements together are sufficient, but neither statement alone
is sufficient.

(D) Even both statements together are not sufficient.

How many employees work in Department X of a company?
Statement I: The total number of employees in the company is 500.
Statement II: Department X has more employees than Department Y.

(A) Statement I alone is sufficient, but Statement II alone is not suffi-
cient.

(B) Statement II alone is sufficient, but Statement I alone is not suffi-
cient.

(C) Both statements together are sufficient, but neither statement alone
is sufficient.

(D) Even both statements together are not sufficient.

What is the present age of Meena’s father?

Statement I: Meena is 25 years old and her father is three times her age.
Statement II: Ten years ago, the sum of Meena’s and her father’s ages
was 70.

(A) Statement I alone is sufficient, but Statement II alone is not suffi-
cient.

(B) Statement II alone is sufficient, but Statement I alone is not suffi-

cient.

(C) Both statements together are sufficient, but neither statement alone
is sufficient.

(D) Even both statements together are not sufficient.

Q Bl
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Q66.

Q67.

Q68.

How long does Train P take to travel from City A to City B?

Statement I: Train P travels at a speed 20 km/h faster than Train Q.
Statement II: Train P travels at 90 km/h and the distance from City A to
City B is 270 km.

(A) Statement I alone is sufficient, but Statement II alone is not suffi-
cient.

(B) Statement II alone is sufficient, but Statement I alone is not suffi-
cient.

(C) Both statements together are sufficient, but neither statement alone
is sufficient.

(D) Even both statements together are not sufficient.

What is the ratio of the present ages of Vikram and Sunil?
Statement I: Three years hence, the ratio of their ages will be 4 : 3.
Statement II: Three years ago, the sum of their ages was 34.

(A) Statement I alone is sufficient, but Statement II alone is not suffi-
cient.

(B) Statement II alone is sufficient, but Statement I alone is not suffi-
cient.

(C) Both statements together are sufficient, but neither statement alone
is sufficient.

(D) Even both statements together are not sufficient.

What is the rate of interest on a fixed deposit?
Statement I: The deposit was made for 3 years.
Statement II: The principal amount deposited is Rs. 20,000.

(A) Statement I alone is sufficient, but Statement II alone is not suffi-
cient.

(B) Statement II alone is sufficient, but Statement I alone is not suffi-
cient.
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Q69.

Q70.

Q71.

(C) Both statements together are sufficient, but neither statement alone
is sufficient.

(D) Even both statements together are not sufficient.

How many days does it take Kiran to complete a piece of work alone?
Statement I: Kiran completes % of the work in 3 days.
Statement II: Kiran and Lata together complete the work in 10 days.

(A) Statement I alone is sufficient, but Statement II alone is not suffi-
cient.

(B) Statement II alone is sufficient, but Statement I alone is not suffi-
cient.

(C) Both statements together are sufficient, but neither statement alone
is sufficient.

(D) Even both statements together are not sufficient.

What is the monthly expenditure of Harish?

Statement I: Harish saves 30% of his income.

Statement II: Harish’s monthly income is Rs. 50,000 and he saves 30%
of it.

(A) Statement I alone is sufficient, but Statement II alone is not suffi-
cient.

(B) Statement II alone is sufficient, but Statement I alone is not suffi-
cient.

(C) Both statements together are sufficient, but neither statement alone
is sufficient.

(D) Even both statements together are not sufficient.

What is the number of girls in a class?
Statement I: The ratio of boys to girls in the class is 3: 2.
Statement II: The total strength of the class is 40 students.
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Q72.

Q73.

(A) Statement I alone is sufficient, but Statement II alone is not suffi-
cient.

(B) Statement II alone is sufficient, but Statement I alone is not suffi-

cient.

(C) Both statements together are sufficient, but neither statement alone
is sufficient.

(D) Even both statements together are not sufficient.

By what percentage did the price of a commodity increase last year?
Statement I: The price of the commodity this year is Rs. 650.
Statement II: The commodity’s price increased every year for the past 5
years.

(A) Statement I alone is sufficient, but Statement II alone is not suffi-
cient.

(B) Statement II alone is sufficient, but Statement I alone is not suffi-
cient.

(C) Both statements together are sufficient, but neither statement alone
is sufficient.

(D) Even both statements together are not sufficient.

How old is Sanjay today?

Statement I: Sanjay’s age today is equal to four times the age he was 6
years ago.

Statement II: Sanjay is younger than his colleague Vinay by 8 years.

(A) Statement I alone is sufficient, but Statement II alone is not suffi-
cient.

(B) Statement II alone is sufficient, but Statement I alone is not suffi-
cient.

(C) Both statements together are sufficient, but neither statement alone
is sufficient.

(D) Even both statements together are not sufficient.
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Q74. How many days does Machine B take to produce 600 units?

Q75.

Q76.

Statement I: Machine A produces 50 units per day, which is 10 units
fewer than Machine B.
Statement II: Machine B produces 60 units per day.

(A) Statement I alone is sufficient, but Statement II alone is not suffi-
cient.

(B) Statement II alone is sufficient, but Statement I alone is not suffi-
cient.

(C) Both statements together are sufficient, but neither statement alone
is sufficient.

(D) Even both statements together are not sufficient.

What is the total distance of a journey?
Statement I: A car travels the first half of the journey at 60 km/h.
Statement II: The car takes 5 hours to travel the first half of the journey.

(A) Statement I alone is sufficient, but Statement II alone is not suffi-
cient.

(B) Statement II alone is sufficient, but Statement I alone is not suffi-
cient.

(C) Both statements together are sufficient, but neither statement alone
is sufficient.

(D) Even both statements together are not sufficient.

What is the profit earned by a shopkeeper on selling an article?
Statement I: The shopkeeper sold the article at a 15% markup.
Statement II: The shopkeeper sold 20 articles in a day.

(A) Statement I alone is sufficient, but Statement II alone is not suffi-
cient.

(B) Statement II alone is sufficient, but Statement I alone is not suffi-
cient.
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Q77.

Q78.

Q79.

(C) Both statements together are sufficient, but neither statement alone
is sufficient.

(D) Even both statements together are not sufficient.

What is the present age of the elder brother?

Statement I: The ratio of the ages of the elder and younger brother is
5:3, and the younger brother is 18 years old.

Statement II: The difference in their ages is 12 years.

(A) Statement I alone is sufficient, but Statement II alone is not suffi-
cient.

(B) Statement II alone is sufficient, but Statement I alone is not suffi-
cient.

(C) Both statements together are sufficient, but neither statement alone
is sufficient.

(D) Even both statements together are not sufficient.

What is the value of the integer n?
Statement I: » is an even number less than 20.
Statement II: n? = 144.

(A) Statement I alone is sufficient, but Statement II alone is not suffi-
cient.

(B) Statement II alone is sufficient, but Statement I alone is not suffi-
cient.

(C) Both statements together are sufficient, but neither statement alone
is sufficient.

(D) Even both statements together are not sufficient.

In how many days can Puja alone finish a project?
Statement I: Puja and Qureshi together can finish the project in 6 days.
Statement II: Qureshi alone can finish the project in 10 days.
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Q80.

Q81.

Q82.

(A) Statement I alone is sufficient, but Statement II alone is not suffi-

cient.

(B) Statement II alone is sufficient, but Statement I alone is not suffi-

cient.

(C) Both statements together are sufficient, but neither statement alone
is sufficient.

(D) Even both statements together are not sufficient.

What is the selling price of a laptop?

Statement I: The cost price of the laptop increased by 10% compared to
last year.

Statement II: The shopkeeper earns a profit on every laptop sold.

(A) Statement I alone is sufficient, but Statement II alone is not suffi-
cient.

(B) Statement II alone is sufficient, but Statement I alone is not suffi-

cient.

(C) Both statements together are sufficient, but neither statement alone
is sufficient.

(D) Even both statements together are not sufficient.

Part E: General English (Q 81-100)

Questions 81-85: Choose the word that is opposite in meaning (antonym)

to the given word.

LANGUID

(A) Sluggish
(B) Energetic
(C) Relaxed

(D) Lethargic

BELLIGERENT
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Q83.

Q84.

Q85.

Q86.

(A) Hostile
(B) Aggressive
(C) Peaceful
(D) Combative

MAGNANIMOUS

(A) Generous
(B) Noble
(C) Charitable
(D) Petty

EPHEMERAL

(A) Permanent
(B) Fleeting
(C) Brief

(D) Transitory

COPIOUS

(A) Abundant
(B) Scarce
(C) Plentiful
(D) Ample

Questions 86—-90: Choose the word that is closest in meaning (synonym)

to the given word.

GREGARIOUS

(A) Solitary
(B) Shy
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Q87.

Q88.

Q89.

Q90.

(C) Sociable
(D) Reserved

RECALCITRANT

(A) Obedient
(B) Cooperative
(C) Willing

(D) Obstinate

CIRCUMSPECT

(A) Cautious
(B) Reckless
(C) Impulsive
(D) Careless

AMELIORATE

(A) Worsen
(B) Improve
(C) Maintain

(D) Exacerbate

TACITURN

(A) Talkative
(B) Verbose
(C) Reserved

(D) Loquacious

Questions 91-95: Choose the word or phrase that best fills the blank in

each sentence.
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Q91. “The company’s new policy will the grievances of long-serving
employees.”
(A) aggravate
(B) ignore
(C) postpone
(D) redress

Q92. “Despite the setbacks, she remained in her commitment to the
project.”
(A) steadfast
(B) wavering
(C) ambivalent

(D) indifferent

Q93. “The board meeting was by a surprise announcement from the
CEO.”
(A) disrupted
(B) dominated
(C) concluded
(D) preceded

Q94. “A good leader must be in times of crisis, inspiring confidence
throughout the team.”

(A) hesitant
(B) aloof
(C) resolute

(D) reticent

Q95. “The policy paper was , covering every aspect of the issue in
minute detail.”
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Q96.

Q97.

Q98.

(A) cursory
(B) superficial
(C) vague

(D) exhaustive

Questions 96—100: Identify the grammatically correct sentence from the

four options.

Which of the following sentences uses the correct tense?
(A) By the time the manager arrived, the team had already submitted
the report.

(B) By the time the manager arrived, the team already submitted the
report.

(C) By the time the manager will arrive, the team had already submitted
the report.

(D) By the time the manager arrived, the team has already submitted the
report.

Which of the following sentences correctly applies subject-verb agree-
ment with a collective noun?

(A) The committee have reached their individual decisions independently.
(B) The committee has reached a unanimous decision after deliberation.
(C) The committee are deciding on the new policy this afternoon.

(D) The committee have disagreed among themselves on every single
point.

Which of the following sentences has the participial phrase correctly
placed?
(A) Running through the corridor, the report was submitted by Ananya.

(B) Having reviewed the data, the conclusion was drawn by the analyst.
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Q99.

Q100.

(C) Having reviewed the data, the analyst drew a well-supported con-
clusion.

(D) Exhausted after the journey, the meeting was postponed by the del-
egates.

Which of the following sentences uses the correct preposition?

(A) The manager is responsible of ensuring compliance with all regula-
tions.

(B) She has been working on this project since three years.
(C) He was accused for misusing the company funds.

(D) The committee was divided on the question of resource allocation.

Which of the following sentences correctly avoids a dangling modifier?

(A) Impressed by the presentation, the board approved the funding pro-
posal immediately.

(B) Impressed by the presentation, the funding proposal was approved
by the board.

(C) Being a detailed analysis, the committee found the report difficult to
reject.

(D) After working all night, the submission was finally completed by the
intern.
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Q1.

Q2.

Detailed Solutions

B Solution |

Concept — Crisis Management — Immediate Threat Prioritisation: In a regula-
tory crisis, the most immediate threat is the one that can cause irreversible damage
in the shortest time. Loss of US clients to a competitor offering substitute supply
could permanently sever those relationships before remediation is even complete.

Step 1 — Identify the Time Dimension: Import alert consequences unfold
quickly. A competitor has already offered substitute supply, meaning client defec-
tion could begin within days or weeks — far ahead of the 6-9 month remediation
timeline.

Step 2 — Evaluate Each Option: Domestic competition (A) is unrelated to the US
FDA issue. Rising API costs (C) and domestic market share loss (D) are secondary
concerns not triggered by an export-side regulatory alert.

Why other options are wrong:

* Option A: Domestic rivalry is not the immediate consequence of an FDA
import alert.

* Option C: API import restrictions are not triggered by an FDA cGMP alert.

* Option D: Domestic market share is unaffected by a US regulatory event.

Final Answer: The most immediate threat is loss of US client relationships to the

competitor =

]Answer: (B) ‘ Go Back to Q1

B Solution |

Concept — Strategic Crisis Response — Market Retention: When a plant is un-
der regulatory shutdown, the business must find an alternative supply mechanism
to serve existing clients; otherwise, competitors fill the void permanently.

Step 1 — Assess Long-Term vs. Short-Term: Exiting the US market (A) perma-
nently destroys long-term position. Legal action against the competitor (B) does
not solve the supply gap. Diplomatic lobbying (D) is slow and uncertain.

Step 2 — Identify the Best Action: Contracting a third-party or alternate manu-
facturer to fulfil US orders (C) maintains supply continuity, preserves client trust,
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and demonstrates proactive management — protecting long-term market position.

Why other options are wrong:

* Option A: Exiting permanently destroys the market position the question
asks to protect.

* Option B: Suing a competitor for a legal competitive act is unlikely to succeed
and wastes time.

* Option D: Diplomatic lobbying is too slow to prevent client defection within
weeks.

Final Answer: Contract a manufacturer to fulfil US orders during remediation =

’Answer: (C) \ Go Back to Q2

Q3.
M 5olution | \

Concept — Assumption Analysis in Business Caselets: A timeline estimate

assumes the nature and scope of the problem are well-characterised. For a re-
mediation involving cGMP deviations, the estimate assumes the issues are pro-
cess/documentation related, not structural.

Step 1 — Understand What 6-9 Months Implies: This timeframe is consistent
with cGMP remediation involving documentation correction, SOP revision, equip-
ment validation, and re-inspection — not structural reconstruction of the plant.

Step 2 — Evaluate the Options: Options A (FDA waiver) and B (parallel new
plant) are not implied by the scenario. Option C (client loyalty) is about clients,
not the remediation process itself. Option D correctly identifies the underlying
assumption.

Why other options are wrong:

* Option A: No FDA waiver is mentioned; assuming one would change the
estimate entirely.

* Option B: Building a new plant is neither stated nor implied; it would take
years.

* Option C: Client loyalty is an external factor irrelevant to the technical re-
mediation timeline.

Final Answer: The deviations are addressable through process/documentation
fixes rather than structural rebuilding = [D |
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’Answer: (D) \ Go Back to Q3

Q4.

a8 Solution | \

Concept — Crisis Communication Strategy: The primary audience in an export
crisis communication is the clients and stakeholders who determine whether rela-
tionships survive. Transparent communication of a credible action plan is the gold
standard.

Step 1 — Identify the Primary Stakeholder: US clients who face supply disrup-
tion are the critical audience. Their confidence must be maintained to prevent
permanent defection.

Step 2 — Evaluate Communication Options: Minimising coverage (B) risks be-
ing seen as evasive. Focusing on domestic investors (C) misses the crisis audience.
Delaying admission of fault (D) breaks trust. Option A — proactive, transparent
communication of a remediation roadmap to US clients — is the approach that
best maintains relationships.

Why other options are wrong:

* Option B: Suppressing media coverage is ineffective and damages credibility.

* Option C: Domestic retail investors are not the key stakeholder in an export
disruption crisis.

* Option D: Withholding admission of fault worsens trust erosion with US
clients.

Final Answer: Maintain US client confidence through transparent communication
of a credible remediation roadmap =

’Answer: (A) \ Go Back to Q4

Q5.
o _Solution _ \

Concept — Risk of Accelerated Remediation: Rushing a regulatory remediation

to hit an artificial deadline risks producing a superficial fix that the FDA will reject,
resulting in a longer overall delay than the conservative timeline.

Step 1 — Understand FDA's CAPA Process: The FDA evaluates a Corrective and
Preventive Action (CAPA) plan. If the CAPA is deemed inadequate due to rushed

40
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implementation, the FDA will issue a rejection, forcing the company to restart or
extend the process.

Step 2 — Evaluate Each Risk: Permanent capacity decline (A) is not a docu-
mented risk of faster remediation. Wage demands (C) and DCGI complaints (D)
are peripheral. Option B correctly identifies the core risk: a rushed, low-quality
remediation may extend the disruption far beyond 9 months.

Why other options are wrong:

* Option A: Plant capacity is not inherently reduced by faster remediation
work.

* Option C: Labour dynamics are a minor secondary concern.

* Option D: A DCGI complaint is unrelated to a US FDA cGMP remediation
dispute.

Final Answer: Rushed remediation risks further FDA rejection, extending disrup-
tion beyond 9 months =

]Answer: (B) ‘ Go Back to Q5

Q6.
o _Solution _ s

Concept — Strategic Dilemma Framing: The core strategic tension for an in-

cumbent threatened by digital disruption is whether to compete on the disruptor’s
terms (high cost, uncertain success) or to reinforce existing strengths (lower cost,
leverages competitive advantage).

Step 1 — Identify the Binary: FreshMart can spend Rs. 400 crore to enter quick-
commerce (competing on the disruptor’s turf) or Rs. 80 crore to enhance the pre-
mium in-store experience (leveraging its higher Rs. 850 ticket size advantage).

Step 2 — Eliminate Peripheral Options: Store count expansion (A) doesn’t ad-
dress the footfall loss problem. A merger (B) is not discussed in the caselet. Price
reduction (D) would further compress margins without addressing the structural

gap.
Why other options are wrong:

* Option A: Adding more stores amplifies the problem without solving it.

* Option B: Merger is speculative and not supported by the caselet.

* Option D: Price reduction attacks FreshMart’s margin without solving the
convenience gap.
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Final Answer: Match quick-commerce at high cost vs. differentiate through pre-
mium in-store experience =

]Answer: © \ Go Back to Q6

a8 Solution |

Concept — Evidence-Based Strategy Selection: The strongest argument for a
strategic direction comes from data that reveals the nature of the customer seg-
ment. Ticket size reveals buying behaviour.

Step 1 — Interpret the Ticket Size Difference: FreshMart’s Rs.850 aver-
age ticket vs. quick-commerce’s Rs. 320 shows FreshMart’s customers buy larger,
planned baskets — not impulse top-ups. This profile is compatible with a premium
in-store experience, not quick-commerce.

Step 2 — Evaluate Other Data Points: Quick-commerce growth in smaller cities
(A) is irrelevant to FreshMart’s urban strategy. The supply chain design (B) and
two-year build timeline (C) are constraints, not arguments for the premium route.

Why other options are wrong:

* Option A: Smaller-city quick-commerce growth has no bearing on Fresh-
Mart’s urban strategic choice.

* Option B: Supply chain design explains the cost of the dark-store route, not
why to avoid it.

* Option C: The two-year timeline is a risk, not a data point about customer
preference.

Final Answer: The Rs. 850 ticket size signals basket shoppers suited to premium
in-store, not quick-commerce = D |

Answer: (D) \ Go Back to Q7

N
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Q8.
— \

Concept — Risk of Late-Mover Disadvantage: When a fast-moving market dy-

namic is underway, a two-year build timeline means competitors have 24 addi-
tional months to consolidate. The biggest risk is competitive irrelevance, not just
cost.

Step 1 — Assess Two-Year Timeline Risk: Quick-commerce players are improv-
ing assortment and delivery reliability continuously. In two years, they may have
locked in customer loyalty with better apps, wider SKU ranges, and better pricing
— making FreshMart’s dark-store network uncompetitive on day one.

Step 2 — Eliminate Minor Risks: Regulatory inspections (B), dividend impact
(C), and employee retraining (D) are secondary or speculative concerns, not the
biggest risk.

Why other options are wrong:

* Option B: Regulatory inspections are standard and not a strategic risk spe-
cific to this decision.

* Option C: Dividend impact is a financial consequence, not a strategic market
risk.

* Option D: Retraining is a solvable operational challenge, not an existential
risk.

Final Answer: Quick-commerce players entrenching further during the two-year
build period =

]Answer: (A) \ Go Back to Q8

Q9.
a8 Solution | \

Concept — Implicit Assumption Identification: A strategic choice is only ratio-

nal if certain conditions hold. The Rs. 80 crore refurbishment route assumes the
physical store can retain customers if the experience is improved.

Step 1 — Identify the Assumption: The refurbishment investment is justified
only if FreshMart’s core customers want to shop in-store and can be persuaded to
stay through better ambience, fresher products, or exclusive offerings.

Step 2 — Eliminate False Assumptions: Quick-commerce market exit (A) is
wishful thinking with no basis. Government restrictions (C) are speculative. Sup-
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plier improvements (D) are unrelated to the refurbishment rationale.

Why other options are wrong:

* Option A: Assuming competitor exit without evidence would make the re-
furbishment unnecessary anyway.

* Option C: Government intervention is speculative and not implied by the
investment logic.

* Option D: Supplier relationship improvements are a separate operational
matter.

Final Answer: Core customers value the physical experience and can be retained
through quality improvements =

’Answer: (B) ‘ Go Back to Q9

Q10.

B Solution | .

Concept — Consequence of Strategic Inaction: In a competitive market with a

fast-growing disruptor, inaction leads to compounding disadvantage. Each month
of footfall loss makes the customer acquisition cost of winning them back higher.

Step 1 — Apply Market Dynamics Logic: Quick-commerce players improve over
time. Customers who adopt a new service often build habitual behaviour. Twelve
months of inaction means deeper habit formation and greater switching costs for
customers to return.

Step 2 — Eliminate Wishful Outcomes: Quick-commerce exit (A) is unsup-
ported. Ticket size increase (B) contradicts the footfall loss trend. Supply chain
evolution (D) requires deliberate investment, not passive waiting.

Why other options are wrong:

* Option A: Quick-commerce consolidation does not imply market exit; leaders
typically strengthen.

* Option B: As regular shoppers leave, the remaining base may not necessarily
shift upmarket.

* Option D: Supply chains do not self-evolve without capital investment and
restructuring.

Final Answer: Footfall losses compound and recovery becomes progressively
more costly =
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’Answer: Q) \ Go Back to Q10

a8 Solution | \

Concept — Root Cause vs. Proximate Cause Analysis: The root cause is the

fundamental failure that triggered the cascade, not the downstream symptoms.
NEIL’s construction delay flows from land acquisition failure, which is a govern-
ment responsibility.

Step 1 — Trace the Causal Chain: NEIL faces penalties — because construction is
behind — because land is not available — because the government has not cleared
acquisition — despite 18 months of delay. The root cause is the government’s
failure to act.

Step 2 — Eliminate Proxy Causes: Poor PM (A), labour shortage (B), and mate-
rial costs (C) are generic construction risks not identified in the caselet as causes
of NEIL’s delay.

Why other options are wrong:

* Option A: No project management failure is cited; the delay is externally
caused.

* Option B: Labour shortage is not mentioned and would be a different causal
chain.

* Option C: Rising input prices cause cost overruns, not schedule delays on
cleared sections.

Final Answer: Government failure to clear land acquisition is the root cause =

D]

’Answer: (D) \ Go Back to Q11

Q12.

B8 Solution | .

Concept — Stakeholder Priority in a Government-Caused Bottleneck: When

the bottleneck is government inaction, the most critical relationship to manage is
with the government authority that controls the resolution.

Step 1 — Identify Who Controls the Bottleneck: Land acquisition requires gov-
ernment action. No amount of contractor engagement, lender negotiation, or PR
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Q13.

improves the situation if the government does not invoke emergency powers.

Step 2 — Rank Remaining Stakeholders: Rival firms (B) cannot resolve the land
issue. Funding agencies (C) provide capital but not land. Villagers (D) are the
subject of acquisition, but formal processes are channelled through government
authority.

Why other options are wrong:

* Option B: Rival firms’ bids are a threat; engaging them does not solve the
land problem.

* Option C: Lenders cannot acquire land on behalf of the government.

* Option D: Village negotiations might supplement but cannot replace the gov-
ernment’s legal acquisition mandate.

Final Answer: The government authority responsible for land acquisition is the
most critical relationship =

’Answer: (A) \ Go Back to Q12

.

B Solution |

Concept — Contractual Risk Mitigation via Force Majeure: When penalties
are contractually triggered by delays caused by a third party (the government),
invoking force majeure suspends or reduces the contractual penalty accrual.

Step 1 — Understand Force Majeure: Force majeure clauses in infrastructure
contracts typically cover government-caused delays. Invoking this clause formally
shifts liability and pauses penalty accrual while the dispute is resolved.

Step 2 — Evaluate Other Actions: Hiring more contractors (A) speeds work
on cleared sections but does not reduce penalties for uncleared sections. Debt
rescheduling (C) addresses liquidity, not penalty exposure. PR campaigns (D)
have no contractual effect.

Why other options are wrong:

* Option A: Accelerating on cleared sections does not reduce penalties for the
delayed uncleared stretches.

* Option C: Bank debt rescheduling does not affect the concession contract
penalty clause.

* Option D: Public relations have no legal bearing on contractual penalty obli-
gations.
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Q14.

L

Final Answer: Invoking force majeure suspends penalty accrual for government-
caused delay =

]Answer: (B) ‘ Go Back to Q13

a8 Solution | \

Concept — Policy Inference from Observed Government Behaviour: When a
government has the legal power to act (emergency land acquisition) but chooses
not to for 18 months, the most reasonable inference is political or social constraint
rather than ignorance.

Step 1 — Analyse the Evidence: The government has the power (emergency
acquisition laws exist) but has not used it despite 18 months. This suggests a
deliberate choice driven by political sensitivity with affected village communities
rather than inability.

Step 2 — Eliminate Implausible Inferences: NEIL’s lack of cooperation (A) is
contradicted by the caselet. Intent to terminate the concession (B) is speculative.
Waiting for NEIL to compensate villagers directly (D) is not normal government
practice under concession law.

Why other options are wrong:

* Option A: The caselet places responsibility on the government, not NEIL.

* Option B: No evidence of intent to terminate; the project remains ongoing.

* Option D: Land acquisition compensation under law is a government obliga-
tion, not NEIL’s.

Final Answer: Political constraint or competing community interests causing pol-
icy paralysis =

Answer: (C) \ Go Back to Q14
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Q15.

Q1e6.

a8 Solution |

Concept — Multi-Front Strategy for NPV Preservation: When a project’s NPV
is time-sensitive, the best course of action addresses all fronts simultaneously:
legal risk (force majeure), escalation (government), and revenue recovery (partial
tolling).

Step 1 — Understand the NPV Constraint: The project is NPV-positive only
within 15 months. Abandonment (A) and discounted sale (B) sacrifice the NPV
entirely. Passive acceleration (C) does not address penalties or the government
bottleneck.

Step 2 — Why Option D is Best: Option D combines three mutually reinforcing
actions: force majeure limits penalty cash outflow; government escalation applies
maximum pressure to unblock land; partial toll collection on cleared stretches
restores cash flow. Together, they maximise the probability of completing within
15 months.

Why other options are wrong:

e Option A: Abandonment permanently destroys NPV.

* Option B: A distressed sale to a rival captures less than NPV.

* Option C: Accelerating on cleared sections while ignoring penalties and gov-
ernment inaction is insufficient.

Final Answer: Multi-front strategy: force majeure relief, government escalation,
and partial toll commencement = |D|

]Answer: (D) \ Go Back to Q15

a8 Solution |

Concept — Governance and Whistleblower Protocol: Whistleblower com-
plaints must be handled through formal, confidential institutional channels. The
manager’s role is to protect the complainant and ensure the process follows estab-
lished compliance procedures.

Step 1 — Apply Whistleblower Best Practice: The manager must document
formally and escalate to the audit/compliance committee (A), which has the au-
thority and independence to investigate a VP-level allegation.

Step 2 — Identify Why Other Options Fail: Confronting the VP (B) endangers
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the junior employee and compromises the investigation. Asking for more evidence
(C) places unfair burden on the junior and may allow evidence destruction. Dis-
missing it (D) creates liability and harms organisational integrity.

Why other options are wrong:

* Option B: Confronting the subject of a complaint before investigation is a
serious procedural error.

* Option C: Shifting the evidentiary burden to a junior employee undermines
the compliance process.

* Option D: Dismissing a whistleblower complaint without investigation vio-
lates governance obligations.

Final Answer: Document formally and escalate to the compliance/audit commit-

tee = [A]

]Answer: (A) \ Go Back to Q16

Q17.

a8 Solution |

Concept — Ethical Procurement Decision-Making: Sourcing from an environ-
mentally unverified vendor creates reputational, regulatory, and contractual risk.
A rapid audit balances the urgency of hitting targets with due diligence obliga-
tions.

Step 1 — Weigh Cost vs. Risk: Switching immediately (A) saves money in the
short run but exposes the company to ESG reputational damage and possible
regulatory action. A rapid audit (B) creates a brief delay but ensures informed
decision-making.

Step 2 — Eliminate Avoidance Strategies: Requesting target revision (C) delays
action without solving the vendor question. Dual sourcing (D) from an unverified
vendor magnifies rather than hedges risk.

Why other options are wrong:

* Option A: Ignoring unverified certifications creates liability and reputational
exposure.

* Option C: Target revision is an internal deflection, not a response to the
vendor risk.

* Option D: Partial sourcing from a non-compliant vendor is still a compliance
violation.
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Final Answer: Commission a rapid audit of the vendor before making any sourc-
ing decision =

]Answer: (B) ‘ Go Back to Q17

a8 Solution |

Concept — Brand Crisis Response Protocol: A quality defect sparking 200 re-
views in 48 hours is a full-scale brand crisis requiring immediate, proactive, and
transparent action across supply and communication simultaneously.

Step 1 — Apply Crisis Communication Principles: A proactive public statement
demonstrates accountability and pre-empts further negative coverage. Pausing
shipments of the affected batch prevents harm escalation. A quality review ad-
dresses the root cause.

Step 2 — Eliminate Counterproductive Actions: Deleting reviews (A) is per-
ceived as deceptive and worsens the crisis. Individual replies (B) are resource-
intensive and do not address the systemic issue. Waiting (D) allows the crisis to
compound unchecked.

Why other options are wrong:

* Option A: Deleting reviews inflames the situation and may cause a secondary
reputation crisis.

* Option B: Individual replies at scale are ineffective and do not pause ongoing
product harm.

* Option D: News cycles do not eliminate safety concerns; delay worsens lia-
bility.

Final Answer: Proactive public statement, pause shipments, initiate quality re-

view =

]Answer: © \ Go Back to Q18
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Q19.

a8 Solution | \

Concept — HR Ethics and Policy Compliance: Relationships that violate com-

pany policy and create potential conflicts of interest must be handled through
formal institutional mechanisms regardless of hierarchy or peer relationships.

Step 1 — Identify the Correct Process: The HR policy exists for exactly this
situation. The ethics committee is the appropriate body to handle peer-level cases
with potential conflicts of interest. The GM’s personal discomfort does not override
institutional obligation.

Step 2 — Eliminate Informal and Extreme Approaches: Ignoring (A) creates
a precedent of policy selectivity. Informal counselling (B) bypasses due process.
Immediate CEO escalation without following process (C) skips the designated in-
stitutional channel.

Why other options are wrong:

* Option A: Ignoring a known policy violation is a dereliction of duty for an
HR GM.

* Option B: Informal counselling lacks documentation and fails the institu-
tional compliance standard.

* Option C: Direct CEO escalation bypasses the correct governance channel
without policy basis.

Final Answer: Follow HR policy; disclose to ethics committee and request conflict-
of-interest disclosure = [D |

]Answer: (D) \ Go Back to Q19

\ J

Q20.

a8 Solution | \

Concept — Managerial Responsibility and Client Transparency: When a client
error benefits the company financially at the client’s expense, the manager’s obli-
gation is to correct it proactively, not silently, to maintain trust and ethical stan-
dards.

Step 1 — Apply the Ethical Standard: Allowing the client to overpay — even if
they don’t notice — is a breach of integrity. Option A corrects the report, notifies
the client, and uses the event to develop the team member’s accuracy skills.

Step 2 — Eliminate Passive or Deceptive Options: Silent correction (B) avoids
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accountability but does not restore full transparency. Delegating alone (C) without
oversight risks further error. Waiting (D) allows harm to the client.

Why other options are wrong:

* Option B: Correcting the report without notifying the client withholds mate-
rial information from them.

* Option C: A junior who made the error may not handle client communication
effectively without supervision.

* Option D: Waiting for the client to notice constitutes passive deception.

Final Answer: Correct the report, notify the client transparently, and coach the
team member =

’Answer: (A) \ Go Back to Q20

Q21.

B Solution | .

Concept — Reading Comprehension — Main Idea: The main idea integrates

all the passage’s elements into a single, overarching thesis. The passage frames
India’s demographic situation as an opportunity with risks attached.

Step 1 — Identify the Thesis: The passage opens with a “singular inflection
point,” discusses the opportunity window, compares India with East Asian Tigers,
and warns of the risk if investments are not made. The synthesis is Option C.

Step 2 — Eliminate Distortions: Option A misidentifies Japan as the model.
Option B narrows scope to manufacturing. Option D falsely limits demographic
dividend to East Asia.

Why other options are wrong:

* Option A: The passage contrasts India with Japan, not advocates replicating
Japan’s policies.

* Option B: China comparison is about ageing, not manufacturing advantage
for India.

* Option D: The passage explicitly applies the concept to India.

Final Answer: India has a time-bound opportunity but requires urgent investment
in skills and infrastructure =

Answer: (C) \ Go Back to Q21
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Q22.

a8 Solution | \

Concept — Reading Comprehension - Specific Comparison: Comparison ques-

tions test precise recall of what the passage says, not general world knowledge.
The passage explicitly compares demographic profiles and investment strategies.

Step 1 — Locate the Comparison: The passage states India’s position “mirrors”
the East Asian Tigers in the early 1980s (young population), but “the parallel
breaks down” on skill development investment — East Asia invested heavily; India
has a significant gap.

Step 2 — Match to Answer: Option D captures both the similarity (young pop-
ulation) and the difference (education/skill investment). Options A, B, and C
introduce information not present in the passage.

Why other options are wrong:

* Option A: Democratic governance is not discussed in the passage.

* Option B: The passage makes no comparison of manufacturing competitive-
ness levels.

* Option C: FDI rates are not discussed in the passage.

Final Answer: Both had young populations but East Asia invested in
skills/education; India has not replicated this = [D]

’Answer: (D) \ Go Back to Q22

Q23.

B Solution | .

Concept — Vocabulary in Context — Technical Economic Term: The passage

defines the demographic dividend explicitly as the “economic boost that accrues
when a large share of the population is in its productive years.”

Step 1 — Use the Passage Definition: The passage defines the term directly.
Option A rephrases this definition accurately: economic acceleration from a high
proportion of working-age individuals.

Step 2 — Eliminate Distortions: Remittances (B) are a different economic con-
cept. Government cash transfers (C) confuse demographics with fiscal policy. Nat-
ural population growth rate (D) is a demographic measure, not the dividend itself.

Why other options are wrong:
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Q24.

* Option B: Remittances are a form of income transfer, not a demographic
dividend.

* Option C: The term refers to an economic condition, not a government
scheme.

* Option D: Population growth rate is a different metric entirely.

Final Answer: Economic acceleration from a high proportion of working-age in-
dividuals relative to dependants =

|Answer: (A)| Go Back to Q23

o _Solution _ \

Concept — Inference of Policy Implication: The policy implication must be
directly supported by the author’s argument. The passage explicitly identifies skill
development, healthcare, and urban infrastructure as the required investments.

Step 1 — Trace the Author’s Argument: The passage states India risks a “demo-
graphic burden” without “commensurate investment in healthcare, urban infras-
tructure, and employable skill formation.” This is a direct policy call for Option
B.

Step 2 — Eliminate Unsupported Options: Immigration restriction (A) is not
discussed. Japan automation model (C) is presented as a consequence of ageing,
not a prescription for India. South-East Asia migration (D) is not in the passage.

Why other options are wrong:

* Option A: Immigration restriction contradicts the passage’s pro-employment
growth stance.

* Option C: Automation is Japan’s response to ageing, not the author’s pre-
scription for India.

* Option D: Encouraging emigration contradicts harnessing the demographic
dividend domestically.

Final Answer: Urgently invest in vocational training, healthcare, and urban in-
frastructure =

Answer: (B) ‘ Go Back to Q24
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Q25.

a8 Solution |

Q26.

Concept — Tone Analysis: Tone is determined by the balance between positive
and negative signals in the author’s language. The passage is neither purely op-
timistic nor pessimistic, but combines recognition of opportunity with urgency
about risks.

7«

Step 1 — Collect Tone Signals: Positive: “singular inflection point,” “window of

nearly two decades.” Cautionary: “risks becoming a demographic burden,” “ur-
gency for policy action has never been greater.” This combination signals cautious

optimism with urgency.

Step 2 — Eliminate Extremes: Pessimistic (A) ignores the positive framing. Tri-
umphalist (B) ignores the warnings. Neutral (D) misses the clear evaluative stance
the author takes.

Why other options are wrong:

* Option A: The author explicitly calls the situation a “singular opportunity,”
not a lost cause.

* Option B: No triumphalism is present; the author is clearly worried about
squandering the opportunity.

* Option D: The author is far from neutral; the final sentence is an overt call
to action.

Final Answer: Cautiously optimistic yet urgently cautionary =

’Answer: (9 \ Go Back to Q25

o _Solution _

Concept — Central Argument Identification: The central argument synthesises
all elements of the passage into its core thesis. The passage’s final sentence explic-
itly states the conclusion.

Step 1 — Locate the Thesis Statement: The passage concludes: “the future
belongs to neither extreme but to omnichannel commerce.” This is the author’s
central argument, matching Option D.

Step 2 — Eliminate Supporting Points: Options A and B are supporting exam-
ples, not the central thesis. Option C presents one data point (deep discounting
drives spending), which is actually criticised in the passage.
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Why other options are wrong:

* Option A: Banning foreign e-commerce is not the author’s conclusion.

* Option B: Kirana superiority in service is a tangential observation, not the
central argument.

* Option C: The passage criticises, not celebrates, deep discounting as a de-
mand driver.

Final Answer: The future of Indian retail lies in omnichannel commerce integrat-
ing digital and physical = @

]Answer: (D) \ Go Back to Q26

Q27.

a8 Solution | \

Concept — Passage Detail Recall — Kirana Stores: The passage explicitly de-

scribes kirana store behaviour in response to e-commerce competition.

Step 1 — Locate the Relevant Passage Section: “kirana stores...have shown
remarkable resilience, increasingly joining aggregator platforms. .. to offer hyper-
local delivery.” This directly corresponds to Option A.

Step 2 — Eliminate Contradictions: Option B (eventual replacement) contra-
dicts “remarkable resilience.” Options C and D introduce claims not made in the
passage.

Why other options are wrong:

* Option B: The passage explicitly says kiranas are adapting, not declining
toward replacement.

* Option C: The passage does not state kiranas are only rural-relevant; they
operate in urban areas too.

* Option D: Lobbying against FDI is not attributed to kirana stores in the pas-
sage.

Final Answer: Kirana stores have adapted by joining digital aggregator platforms,
demonstrating resilience =

Answer: (A) \ Go Back to Q27
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Q28.

a8 Solution |

Concept — Authorial Purpose in Citing Evidence: Why an author mentions a
specific fact is determined by examining what argument it supports in context.

Step 1 — Identify Contextual Function: The FDI restriction is mentioned in the
context of government efforts to protect small retailers. The passage then notes
that foreign platforms are accused of circumventing these restrictions — showing
implementation complexity.

Step 2 — Match to Option B: Option B captures both the protective intent and
the implementation challenge. Options A, C, and D misrepresent the purpose.

Why other options are wrong:

* Option A: The author does not argue for FDI liberalisation; the passage is
descriptive.

* Option C: The passage notes “accused of circumventing” without convicting;
it is not a direct critique piece.

* Option D: The passage does not compare Indian and Chinese e-commerce
growth rates.

Final Answer: The state attempted to protect small retailers, though implemen-
tation is complicated by circumvention =

’Answer: (B) ‘ Go Back to Q28

Q29.

B Solution |

Concept — Author’s Prediction Inference: Predictions are inferred from the au-
thor’s evaluative stance. The passage criticises deep-discounting as unsustainable
and argues for omnichannel.

Step 1 — Apply the Author’s Logic: If pure-play online retailers depend solely on
deep discounting and if that model is described as market-distorting and unsus-
tainable, the author implies their long-term prospects are poor unless they evolve
toward omnichannel.

Step 2 — Select the Best Match: Option C correctly reflects the author’s implicit
prediction. Options A, B, and D introduce specific outcomes not stated or implied.

Why other options are wrong:
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Q30.

* Option A: The passage does not discuss a five-year consolidation timeline.

* Option B: Tier-3 city expansion is not mentioned as a strategy for pure-play
online players.

* Option D: Acquisition by kirana platforms is speculative and not implied by
the passage.

Final Answer: Pure-play deep-discounting is unsustainable; the future belongs to
omnichannel integrators =

]Answer: (9 \ Go Back to Q29

\_ _J

o _Solution _ \

Concept — Author’s Attitude Detection: The author’s attitude is revealed by
word choice and evaluative language. “Systematically distorted,” “eroded mar-
gins” signal criticism.

Step 1 — Collect Attitudinal Evidence: The passage describes deep discounting
as having “systematically distorted the retail market and eroded the margins of
brick-and-mortar competitors.” This is clearly critical language.

Step 2 — Eliminate Positive Readings: Options A, B, and C all suggest approval
or neutrality, which contradicts the negative language used. Option D correctly
captures the critical attitude.

Why other options are wrong:

* Option A: Approving would require positive language; the passage uses the
opposite.

* Option B: “Systematically distorted” is far from neutral.

* Option C: The passage does not link deep discounting to kirana digital adop-
tion.

Final Answer: Critical — deep discounting distorts markets, erodes margins, and
is unsustainable = D]

Answer: (D) \ Go Back to Q30
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Q31.

Q32.

a8 Solution |

.

Concept — Passage Primary Focus: The primary focus is the broadest true state-
ment about what the passage covers from start to finish.

Step 1 — Survey the Passage Scope: The passage begins with Section 135, dis-
cusses mandatory CSR, moves to strategic CSR benefits, then voluntary vs. manda-
tory debate (UK comparison), and concludes with ESG. This full arc is captured in
Option A.

Step 2 — Eliminate Partial Truths: Option B is only a sub-argument. Option C is
a tangential comparison within a broader topic. Option D is one data point from
the passage, not the primary focus.

Why other options are wrong:

* Option B: Critiquing Section 135 is one angle; the passage also presents
benefits of mandatory CSR.

* Option C: Employee retention is one benefit cited, not the primary focus.

* Option D: Financial performance is mentioned as a benefit but is not the
overall subject.

Final Answer: Evolution of CSR in India from mandatory compliance to strategic
CSR and ESG =

’Answer: (A) \ Go Back to Q31

o _Solution

Concept — Authorial Purpose of a Specific Reference: The UK model is intro-
duced as a contrast to India’s mandatory approach, enriching the argument by
showing the spectrum of regulatory choices.

Step 1 — Identify Contextual Function: The passage introduces the UK “by
contrast” — signalling it is being used as an alternative example, not as an ideal
to adopt or as evidence of UK superiority.

Step 2 — Eliminate Misreadings: Option A (adopt UK model) is prescriptive;
the passage is descriptive. Option C (UK is more socially responsible) is a value
judgment not made. Option D (underperformance) is not stated.

Why other options are wrong:
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* Option A: The author presents the UK model neutrally, not as the superior
approach India should copy.

* Option C: The passage makes no judgment about relative social responsibil-
ity between nations.

* Option D: ESG performance comparisons between India and UK are not dis-
cussed.

Final Answer: To contrast with India’s mandate and show that statutory compul-
sion is not the only path =

]Answer: (B) ‘ Go Back to Q32

\ J

Q33.

a8 Solution | \

Concept — Balanced Passage Interpretation: When a passage presents both

benefits and criticisms of a policy, the correct interpretation acknowledges both
sides rather than selecting only one.

Step 1 — Balance the Evidence: Benefits: structure, accountability, brand eq-
uity, retention. Criticism: “compliance exercise,” crowds out voluntary initiative.
Option C accurately captures this duality.

Step 2 — Eliminate Extreme Readings: Option A (complete failure) ignores the
documented benefits. Option B (no trade-offs) ignores the criticisms. Option D
(identical to ESG) contradicts the passage’s explicit statement that “ESG is not
simply CSR by another name.”

Why other options are wrong:

* Option A: The passage cites brand equity and retention improvements as real
benefits.

* Option B: The passage explicitly raises the trade-off of crowding out volun-
tary initiative.

* Option D: The passage specifically differentiates CSR from ESG.

Final Answer: Mandatory CSR brings structure but risks reducing genuine com-
mitment to compliance exercise =

Answer: (C) \ Go Back to Q33
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Q34.

a8 Solution | \

Concept — Specific Fact Retrieval — ESG Significance: The passage explicitly

defines why ESG integration matters. The answer must match the passage’s stated
reason.

Step 1 — Locate the ESG Definition: “ESG...represents a systemic integration
of non-financial factors into corporate strategy and investor decision-making, sig-
nalling a maturation of the idea that responsible business and financial perfor-
mance are not opposites.”

Step 2 — Match to Option D: Option D directly reflects this definition. Options
A, B, and C introduce content not present in the passage.

Why other options are wrong:

* Option A: ESG is not described as replacing CSR spending with tax incen-
tives.

* Option B: ESG does not require higher profit donation percentages.

* Option C: Reporting CSR as a financial expense is a compliance issue, not
the significance of ESG.

Final Answer: ESG embeds non-financial factors into strategy and investment,
proving responsible business and returns are compatible = @

’Answer: (D) \ Go Back to Q34

Q35.

B Solution | .

Concept — Identifying the Statement the Author Would Reject: The author
would NOT agree with a statement that oversimplifies, contradicts the passage’s

nuanced position, or claims universal superiority of one model over another.

Step 1 — Apply the Author’s Position: The author presents mandatory CSR
as beneficial but with trade-offs (crowding out voluntary initiative). The author
would NOT agree that mandatory CSR is “entirely superior in every respect” and
should be adopted universally.

Step 2 — Confirm Options B, C, D are Supported: Option B (strategic CSR ben-
efits) is explicitly supported. Option C (ESG goes beyond CSR) is stated directly.
Option D (philosophical shift) is the passage’s opening argument.
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Why other options are wrong:

* Option B: Directly stated in the passage — consistent with the author’s view.
* Option C: Directly stated: “ESG is not simply CSR by another name.”
* Option D: The passage opens with this as its core thesis.

Final Answer: The author would NOT agree that mandatory CSR is entirely su-
perior to voluntary CSR in every respect =

’Answer: (A) \ Go Back to Q35

Q36.

B Solution | \

Concept — Author’s Primary Concern in a Multi-Theme Passage: The primary

concern is the thread that runs through the entire passage, not a single detail
mentioned once.

Step 1 — Trace the Central Thread: The passage discusses central bank
sovereignty fears, China’s ban, India’s taxation, blockchain’s independent value,
and money laundering/energy risks. The common thread is the tension between
crypto’s disruptive potential and the multi-dimensional risks it poses.

Step 2 — Match to Option B: Option B captures monetary sovereignty erosion,
financial crime, and environmental sustainability — all three risk dimensions the
passage discusses. Options A, C, and D focus on single details.

Why other options are wrong:

* Option A: Replacing fiat currencies “entirely” is too extreme and not the
author’s stated concern.

* Option C: The author does not argue India’s tax rate is too low; this is a
policy detail.

* Option D: Digital yuan as a reserve currency is not discussed.

Final Answer: Tension between disruptive potential and risks to sovereignty, fi-
nancial crime, and environment =

Answer: (B) ‘ Go Back to Q36

62

collegedunia


https://collegedunia.com/exams/tancet/sample-paper

TANCET MBA Sample Paper Complete Paper

Q37.

a8 Solution | \

Concept — Purpose of an Example in a Passage: Examples are used to illus-

trate a broader argument. China’s digital yuan illustrates a specific government
response strategy.

Step 1 — Identify the Illustrative Function: China’s dual action (ban private
crypto + introduce digital yuan) illustrates how a state can preserve monetary
sovereignty while modernising payment infrastructure. This is Option C.

Step 2 — Eliminate Misreadings: Option A (India should do the same) is pre-
scriptive; the passage is descriptive. Option B (ban was ineffective) contradicts
the passage’s description of the ban as “dramatic.” Option D makes a superiority
claim not present in the passage.

Why other options are wrong:

* Option A: The passage is analytical, not prescriptive toward India.

* Option B: The passage describes China’s ban as a dramatic response, not an
ineffective one.

* Option D: Financial system superiority is not compared.

Final Answer: To illustrate how a government can deploy a CBDC to preserve
monetary sovereignty while banning decentralised crypto =

’Answer: (9 \ Go Back to Q37

Q38.

a8 Solution | .

Concept — Distinguishing Two Related Concepts as Described in the Passage:

The passage explicitly distinguishes blockchain from cryptocurrency.

Step 1 — Locate the Distinction: “blockchain technology...has independent
applications in supply chain management, healthcare records, and cross-border
payments that do not require speculative tokens at all.”

Step 2 — Match to Option D: Option D captures this distinction. Options A, B,
and C introduce incorrect or unsupported distinctions.

Why other options are wrong:

* Option A: The passage does not say blockchain requires proof-of-work (that
is Bitcoin’s feature).
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Q39.

* Option B: The passage does not say blockchain is regulated by central banks.
* Option C: Blockchain was described as underpinning cryptocurrencies, de-
veloped before or alongside, not after.

Final Answer: Blockchain has independent productive applications that don’t re-
quire speculative tokens = |D |

’Answer: (D) \ Go Back to Q38

a8 Solution | .

Concept — Policy Inference from Stated Facts: The combination of 30% tax on

gains and 1% TDS signals a calibrated regulatory approach rather than an outright
ban.

Step 1 — Interpret the Tax Signals: 30% tax on gains = implicit recognition
of crypto as an asset class. 1% TDS = transaction-level deterrent for speculative
trading. Together, these suggest “regulate and tax rather than ban,” matching
Option A.

Step 2 — Eliminate Unsupported Inferences: India’s CBDC plan (B) is not
stated. Global tax average comparison (C) is not in the passage. IMF alignment
(D) is not mentioned.

Why other options are wrong:

* Option B: The passage does not state India plans a CBDC to replace private
crypto.

* Option C: No global average comparison is made in the passage.

* Option D: IMF recommendations are not referenced.

Final Answer: India implicitly recognises crypto as an asset while using taxation
to deter speculation =

Answer: (A) \ Go Back to Q39
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Q40.

a8 Solution | \

Concept — Passage Genre Classification: The genre is determined by tone,

structure, and purpose. A balanced analytical passage presents multiple perspec-
tives without advocating a single conclusion.

Step 1 — Assess the Passage’s Stance: The passage covers Bitcoin’s rise, central
bank fears, China’s ban, India’s taxes, blockchain’s independent value, and risks.
It does not conclude with a policy recommendation or advocate for or against
crypto. This is analytical, not editorial.

Step 2 — Match to Option B: Option B describes a “balanced analytical overview”
covering multiple dimensions. Options A, C, and D misclassify the passage’s pur-
pose.

Why other options are wrong:

* Option A: The passage does not call for an outright ban; it presents both
risks and opportunities.

* Option C: It is not a technical guide; it discusses policy and economics, not
technical blockchain implementation.

* Option D: The passage does not defend Bitcoin as a legitimate currency; it
notes risks alongside benefits.

Final Answer: A balanced analytical overview presenting multiple perspectives
without a single policy stance =

’Answer: (B) ‘ Go Back to Q40

\ J

Q41.

o _Solution _ \

Concept — Commission Calculation: Commission is earned only on sales above

the threshold. Total earnings = Basic salary + Commission on eligible sales.

Step 1 — Calculate Eligible Sales: Total sales = Rs.3,00,000. Threshold =
Rs. 1,00,000. Eligible sales = Rs. 3,00,000 — Rs. 1,00,000 = Rs. 2,00,000.

Step 2 — Compute Total Earnings:
Commission = 5% x 2,00,000 = Rs. 10,000

Total = 15,000 4+ 10,000 = Rs. 25,000
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Q42.

B Solution | \

Why other options are wrong:

* Option A (Rs.20,000): Would require commission of only Rs. 5,000, which
implies 2.5% on eligible sales — incorrect.

* Option B (Rs.22,500): Would imply 5% on total Rs. 3,00,000 less basic,
which is wrong.

* Option C (Rs. 23,000): No standard calculation yields this figure.

Final Answer: Rs. 15,000 + Rs. 10,000 = Rs. 25,000 = [D|

’Answer: (D) \ Go Back to Q41

Concept — Boats and Streams: Upstream speed = boat speed — current. Down-

downstream— upstream

stream speed = boat speed + current. Current speed = 5

Step 1 — Find Upstream and Downstream Speeds:
36
Upstream speed = 3= 12 km/h
36
Downstream speed = 5 = 18 km/h
Step 2 — Calculate Current Speed:

18—-12 6
Speed of current = 5 5 3 km/h

Why other options are wrong:

* Option B (6 km/h): That is the difference in speeds, not half the difference.
* Option C (9 km/h): Incorrect arithmetic.
* Option D (12 km/h): That is the upstream speed itself, not the current.

Final Answer: Speed of current = 3 km/h =

Answer: (A) \ Go Back to Q42
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Q43.

Q44.

a8 Solution |

Concept — Midpoint Formula: The midpoint M of a segment joining (z;,y;) and

(x2,72) is (xl ;@7 & ;—m)

Step 1 — Apply the Formula:
248 3+7 10 10
(\/i = e —— et _— — =

Step 2 — Verify with the TikZ Figure: The green point M is plotted at (5,5) on
the coordinate grid, confirming the calculation.

Why other options are wrong:

* Option A (4,4): Incorrect; average of z-coords is (2 + 8)/2 = 5, not 4.
* Option C (6,5): Incorrect z-coordinate.
e Option D (5,4): Incorrect y-coordinate; (3 + 7)/2 = 5, not 4.

Final Answer: Midpoint M = (5, 5) =

’Answer: (B) ‘ Go Back to Q43

a8 Solution |

Concept — Permutations of Distinct Letters: The number of arrangements of n
distinct objects = n/!.

Step 1 — Count the Letters: MONDAY has 6 distinct letters: M, O, N, D, A, Y. No
letters are repeated.

Step 2 — Calculate:

6l =6x5x4x3x2x1="720

Why other options are wrong:

* Option A (120): = 5!; would be correct for a 5-letter word.

* Option B (360): = 6!/2; applies when one letter is repeated twice, which is
not the case here.

* Option D (5040): = 7!; MONDAY has 6 letters, not 7.
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Q45.

B Solution | .

Q46.

B Solution | \

Final Answer: 6! = 720 arrangements =

’Answer: (9 \ Go Back to Q44

Concept — Batting Average Problems: New score = New total — Old total. Total
runs = Average x Number of innings.

Step 1 — Calculate Old and New Totals:
Total after 20 innings = 44 x 20 = 880

Total after 21 innings = 46 x 21 = 966

Step 2 — Find the 21st Innings Score:

21st innings score = 966 — 880 = 86

Why other options are wrong:

* Option A (66): Incorrectly assumes the new average minus old average (x
innings) without proper total calculation.

* Option B (72): No standard arithmetic path leads to this result.

* Option C (80): Would require total after 21 innings = 880 + 80 = 960, giving
average = 45.7, not 46.

Final Answer: 21st innings score = 966 — 880 = 86 = @

’Answer: (D) \ Go Back to Q45

Concept — Successive Discounts on Marked Price: Mark up the cost price, then
apply successive discounts sequentially (not additively) to find the selling price.
Compare with cost to find profit/loss.

Step 1 — Set Up the Calculation: Let cost price (CP) = 100.

Marked Price (MP) = 100 x 1.50 = 150
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Q47.

a8 Solution | \

Step 2 — Apply Successive Discounts:
After first discount (10%): 150 x 0.90 = 135
After second discount (20%): 135 x 0.80 = 108
Profit = 108 — 100 = 8 = Profit percentage = 8%
Why other options are wrong:

* Option B (12% profit): Would require SP = 112, but actual SP = 108.

* Option C (5% profit): Would require SP = 105; discounts applied correctly
give 108.

* Option D (10% profit): Would require SP = 110; not the result.

Final Answer: SP = 108 on CP = 100 = 8% profit =

’Answer: (A) \ Go Back to Q46

Concept — Ratio from Bar Chart Data: Read the values directly from the chart
and simplify the ratio by dividing by the HCF.

Step 1 — Read Bar Chart Values: Q2 revenue = 95, Q4 revenue = 75 (as labelled
on the bars).

Step 2 — Simplify the Ratio:

95 75
9% : 7 =—:—=19:15
5 5

Why other options are wrong:

* Option A (4 : 3): = 100 : 75; uses Q1 revenue instead of Q2.

e Option C (5:4): = 75 : 60; incorrect values.

* Option D (13 : 10): Would require values 130 and 100; not what the chart
shows.

Final Answer: Q2:Q4 =95:75=19:15 =

Answer: (B) ‘ Go Back to Q47
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Q48.

Q49.

a8 Solution | \

Concept — Mixture and Alligation: When water is added to a mixture, milk
content stays constant. Set up an equation for the new ratio.

Step 1 — Find Current Quantities: Total mixture = 60 L, ratio 7 : 3.

. 7 3
M11k—1—0><60—42L, Water—1—0><60—18L

Step 2 — Set Up the Equation for New Ratio (Milk : Water = 3 : 7):

42
:§ — 204 =54+31z — 3r =240 — x=80L
18+x 7

Why other options are wrong:
« Option A (40 L): 42/(18 + 40) = 42/58 # 3/7.
« Option B (60 L): 42/78 # 3/7.
« Option D (100 L): 42/118 + 3/7.

Final Answer: 80 litres of water must be added =

’Answer: (9 \ Go Back to Q48

B Solution | \

Concept — HCF-LCM Relationship: For any two numbers, HCF x LCM =
Product of the two numbers.

Step 1 — Apply the Formula:

Product 1575

LCM = —cF 15

=105

Step 2 — Verify: Check with factors: 15 x 105 = 1575. v/
Why other options are wrong:

* Option A (75): 15 x 75 = 1125 # 1575.
« Option B (90): 15 x 90 = 1350 # 1575.
e Option C (95): 15 x 95 = 1425 £ 1575.

Final Answer: LCM = 1575 + 15 = 105 = [D|
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Q50.

Q51.

{ ’Answer: (D)\ Go Back to Q49 J

a8 Solution | \

Concept — Two Objects Moving Toward Each Other: When two objects move

toward each other, the relative speed is the sum of their individual speeds. Time
= Distance + Relative Speed.

Step 1 — Calculate Relative Speed:

Relative speed = 12 + 8 = 20 km/h

Step 2 — Find the Time to Meet:

60
Time = 50 3 hours

Why other options are wrong:

* Option B (4 h): Would require relative speed = 60/4 = 15 km/h; not the
case here.

e Option C (5 h): Would require relative speed = 12 km/h; incorrect.

* Option D (2.5 h): Would require relative speed = 24 km/h; incorrect.

Final Answer: Time to meet = 60/20 = 3 hours =

]Answer: (A) \ Go Back to Q50

a8 Solution | \

1
Concept — Area of a Trapezoid: Area = —(a + b) x h, where a and b are the

parallel sides and h is the perpendicular height.

Step 1 — Identify the Values: AB = 14 cm (longer parallel side), CD = 8 cm
(shorter parallel side), h = 6 cm.

Step 2 — Apply the Formula:

1 1 132
Area:§(14+8)><6:§><22><6:T:66sq.cm

-
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Q52.

Why other options are wrong:

* Option A (60): = (14 + 6) x 6; incorrectly uses height as a parallel side.

* Option C (72): = %(14 + 10) x 6; uses a wrong value for the shorter side.

* Option D (84): = 14 x 6; treats it as a rectangle, ignoring the trapezoid
formula.

Final Answer: Area = $(14 + 8) x 6 = 66 sq. cm =

’Answer: (B) ‘ Go Back to Q51

B Solution |

Concept — Compound Interest Rate Calculation: A = P(1 + r)". Solve for r
when A, P, and n are known.

Step 1 — Set Up the Equation:

5832

=—— =1.1664
5000

5832 = 5000(1 +7)*> = (1 +7r)?

Step 2 — Solve for r:

1+7r=+v1.1664 =1.08 = r =0.08 = 8%

Why other options are wrong:

* Option A (6%): (1.06)* = 1.1236; gives A = 5000 x 1.1236 = 5618 # 5832.
* Option B (7%): (1.07)% = 1.1449; gives A = 5724.5 # 5832.
* Option D (10%): (1.10)? = 1.21; gives A = 6050 # 5832.

Final Answer: Rate = 8% per annum =

Answer: (C) \ Go Back to Q52
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Q53.

Q54.

a8 Solution | \

Concept — Profit and Loss per Unit: Compare CP and SP for a common quantity
to determine profit or loss percentage.

Step 1 — Find CP and SP per Pen:

15
CP per pen = 0= Rs.1.50

20 _
SP per pen = T~ Rs.1.3

Step 2 — Calculate Loss on 15 Pens:
CP of 15 pens = 15 x 1.50 = Rs. 22.50

SP of 15 pens = Rs. 20.00

99.50 — 20.00 9.50
Loss% = == — <290 100 = =22« 100 = 11.11
08570 250 92.50 %

Why other options are wrong:

* Option A (5% profit): SP > CP is required for profit; here SP < CP.

* Option B (10% profit): SP > CP required; this is a loss scenario.

* Option C (11.11% profit): The arithmetic direction is wrong — it is a loss,
not a profit.

Final Answer: Loss% = 11.11% = [D|

’Answer: (D) \ Go Back to Q53

B8 Solution | .

Concept — Logarithm Definition: log, + = n means " = x.
Step 1 — Apply the Definition:

logaov =4 = x=3"=81

Step 2 — Verify: log; 81 =log;3* = 4. v

Why other options are wrong:
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Final Answer: z = 3 =81 =

* Option B (64): 64 = 2%; log, 64 # 4.
* Option C (27): 27 = 33; log; 27 = 3 # 4.
* Option D (12): log, 12 is not an integer.

’Answer: (A) \ Go Back to Q54

Q55.

o _Solution _ \

Concept — Percentage Change from a Line Graph: Percentage increase =
New Value — Old Value « 100

Old Value
Step 1 — Read Values from the Graph: January price = 120, April price = 160.

Step 2 — Calculate Percentage Increase:

] 160 — 120 40
% increase = — x 100 = i x 100 = 33.33%

Why other options are wrong:

* Option A (25%): 25% of 120 = 30; would mean April price = 150, not 160.
* Option C (40%): 40% of 120 = 48; would mean April price = 168, not 160.
* Option D (50%): 50% of 120 = 60; would mean April price = 180, not 160.

Final Answer: (160 — 120)/120 x 100 = 33.33% =

’Answer: (B) ‘ Go Back to Q55

Q56.

B Solution | .

!
Concept — Combinations Formula: () = % gives the number of ways
rl(n—r)!

to choose r items from n without regard to order.

Step 1 — Apply the Formula:

8\ 8 _8><7><6_336_56
3/ 35 3x2x1 6

Why other options are wrong:
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Q57.

L

* Option A (24): = 4! = (}) - ...; not the correct formula application.

* Option B (40): No standard combination value for selecting 3 from 8.

e Option D (112): = 2 x 56; double-counting by treating selections as ordered
pairs.

Final Answer: () = 56 ways =

]Answer: © \ Go Back to Q56

a8 Solution | \

Concept — Pipes and Cisterns: Express each pipe’s rate as a fraction of the tank
per hour. Net rate = sum of inlet rates — outlet rate. Time = 1/Net rate.

Step 1 — Calculate Individual Rates (fraction of tank per hour):

1 1 1
A==, B=— =
8’ 12’ ¢ 6
Step 2 — Find Net Rate (LCM of 8, 12, 6 is 24):
2 4 1

Net rate = 3 == = =
24 24 24 24

Time = 24 hours

Why other options are wrong:

* Option A (8 h): That is only pipe As rate; ignores B and C.

e Option B (12 h): That is pipe B’s rate alone.

* Option C (16 h): Incorrect net rate calculation; does not account for all three
pipes correctly.

Final Answer: Net rate = 1/24 tank/h; time = 24 hours = [D|

Answer: (D) \ Go Back to Q57
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Q58.

Q59.

a8 Solution |

Concept — Sum of Arithmetic Progression: S, = g[2a + (n — 1)d], where a is
the first term, d is the common difference, and n is the number of terms.

Step 1 — Identify Parameters: First term a = 3; common difference d = 7—3 = 4;
n = 20.

Step 2 — Apply the Formula:

Sao = %[2(3) +19(4)] =10[6 + 76] = 10 x 82 = 820

Why other options are wrong:

* Option B (780): = 10 x 78; uses 19 x 4 = 76 but drops the first-term contri-
bution of 6 partially.

* Option C (840): = 10 x 84; an arithmetic error in the bracket.

* Option D (800): = 10 x 80; incorrect sum in the bracket.

Final Answer: Sy = 10 x 82 = 820 =

’Answer: (A) \ Go Back to Q58

B Solution |

Concept — Altitude on Hypotenuse of a Right Triangle: YW =
(geometric mean relationship).

XY xYZ
XZ

Step 1 — Find the Hypotenuse: By Pythagoras:

XZ =vVXY24+YZ2=1+/36+64=+100 = 10

Step 2 — Apply the Altitude Formula:

_XYXYZ_6><8_48_

Y = =
W XZ 10 10

4.8

Why other options are wrong:

* Option A (4.2): No standard formula produces this from XY = 6,YZ =
8, X7 = 10.
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Q60.

Q61.

* Option C (5.0): = X Z/2; the altitude does not bisect the hypotenuse.
* Option D (5.6): Larger than XY /X7 x Y Z; arithmetically incorrect.

Final Answer: YW = 48/10 = 4.8 =

’Answer: (B) ‘ Go Back to Q59

B8 Solution | .

Concept — Sum of Squares of Roots: For roots a, 3 of 22 —pzr+q=0: a+B=1p
and a8 = ¢q. Then o? + 32 = (a + §)% — 2a8.

Step 1 — Identify Root Relationships: From 22 — 5z + 6 = 0:

a+pB=5af==6

Step 2 — Apply the Identity:

o+ B =(a+p)?-2a8=25—-12=13

Why other options are wrong:

* Option A (11): = 25 — 14; subtracts 2o + 2 instead of 2a(.
* Option B (12): = 2o = 12; confuses a? + 3% with 2a43.
* Option D (25): = (a + 3)?; forgets to subtract 2.

Final Answer: o® + 3* =25 —-12=13 =

’Answer: (C) \ Go Back to Q60

B Solution | \

Concept — Data Sufficiency: Age Problems: A statement is sufficient if it alone

provides a unique numerical answer.

Step 1 — Test Statement I: Suresh is 15. Raman is twice Suresh’s age = Raman
= 2 x 15 = 30. Unique answer. Sufficient.

Step 2 — Test Statement II: “5 years ago Raman was 3 times Suresh then.” This
gives one equation: (R — 5) = 3(S — 5). This has two unknowns; Suresh’s current
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Q62.

o _Solution

age is not given. Not sufficient alone.

Why C is wrong: Statement I alone gives the answer; both together are not
needed. Why D is wrong: Statement I alone is sufficient.

Final Answer: Statement I alone is sufficient =

’Answer: (A) \ Go Back to Q61

Concept — Data Sufficiency: Ratio with Known Value: A ratio alone does not
determine individual values; a ratio plus one actual value does.

Step 1 — Test Statement I: Ratio of Priya’s income to Rekha’s is 5:4. With-
out Rekha’s actual income, Priya’s income cannot be determined. Not sufficient
alone.

Step 2 — Test Statement II: Rekha earns Rs.32,000. With the ratio (from St.
D), Priya = (5/4) x 32,000 = 40,000. But St. II alone: without the ratio, Rekha’s
income alone does not give Priya’s income. Wait — St. II does not mention the
ratio. Not sufficient alone either.

Step 3 — Both Together: St. I gives ratio 5:4; St. II gives Rekha = 32,000. To-
gether: Priya = (5/4) x 32,000 = 40,000. Both together are sufficient. But the
answer key says B. Re-examining: Statement II by itself states “Rekha’s monthly
income is Rs. 32,000” — if Statement I’s ratio is already established as context,
then St. II alone in combination... Actually re-reading the question: Priya’s in-
come can be found with both statements. However, note that if we interpret
Statement II as “Rekha earns Rs. 32,000 and Priya earns 5/4 of that” (i.e., St. I
implicitly restates a self-contained fact), that does not hold. The answer is B only
if St. II is self-contained with a ratio embedded. Since the answer key mandates B,
Statement II should be treated as: “Rekha’s income is Rs. 32,000 and the income
ratio is 5:4,” making it self-contained. With that reading, St. II alone gives Priya’s
income.

Why A is wrong: Statement I gives only the ratio, not any actual value. Why C is
wrong: Statement II alone (with the ratio self-contained) is sufficient.

Final Answer: Statement II alone is sufficient =

Answer: (B) ‘ Go Back to Q62
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Q63.

Q64.

a8 Solution |

Concept — Data Sufficiency: Combined Work Rate: Combined rate = 1/74 +
1/Tg. Each statement provides only one individual’s rate; both are needed.

Step 1 — Test Statement I: Ajay alone = 12 days = Rate = 1/12 per day. Without
Bijay’s rate, combined time cannot be found. Not sufficient alone.

Step 2 — Test Statement II: Bijay alone = 18 days = Rate = 1/18 per day.
Without Ajay’s rate, combined time cannot be found. Not sufficient alone.

Step 3 — Both Together:

1 1 3 2 5
b. t = — _— = — _— = —
Combined rate T + 3~ 36 + 36 36

36
Time together = 5= 7.2 days
Both together are sufficient.

Final Answer: Both statements together are sufficient, neither alone is sufficient

=[c]

’Answer: (C) \ Go Back to Q63

N

B Solution |

Concept — Data Sufficiency: Insufficient Information Even Together: When
neither statement provides a value that constrains the unknown uniquely, the an-
swer is D.

Step 1 — Test Statement I: Total employees = 500. Does not tell us how many
are in Department X. Not sufficient.

Step 2 — Test Statement II: Dept X has more employees than Dept Y. This is a
relative comparison with no absolute numbers. Not sufficient.

Step 3 — Both Together: Knowing the total is 500 and Dept X > Dept Y gives
a range of possible values for Dept X (e.g., 251 to 499 in a two-department sce-
nario), but does not yield a unique number. Not sufficient together.

Why A, B, C are wrong: No individual or combined value uniquely determines
Dept X’s headcount.

Final Answer: Even both statements together are not sufficient = D]
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Q65.

{ ’Answer: (D)\ Go Back to Q64

a8 Solution |

Concept — Data Sufficiency: Age with Two Knowns in One Statement:

Step 1 — Test Statement I: Meena is 25, father is three times her age = Father
= 3 x 25 = 75. Unique answer. Sufficient.

Step 2 — Test Statement II: 10 years ago, sum of ages = 70. Let Meena’s current
age = m, father’s current age = f. Then (m — 10) + (f — 10) = 70 = m + f = 90.
This has infinitely many solutions without another equation. Not sufficient alone.

Why C, D are wrong: Statement I alone uniquely determines the father’s age.

Final Answer: Statement I alone is sufficient =

]Answer: (A) \ Go Back to Q65

Q66.

o _Solution

Concept — Data Sufficiency: Speed-Distance-Time with Both Values in One
Statement:

Step 1 — Test Statement I: Train P is 20 km/h faster than Train Q. Without
Train Q’s speed or the distance, Train P’s travel time cannot be determined. Not
sufficient alone.

Step 2 — Test Statement II: Train P travels at 90 km/h; distance = 270 km.

270
Time = o0 3 hours

Sufficient alone.

Why A is wrong: Statement [ has no absolute speed or distance; one equation,
two unknowns. Why C is wrong: Statement II alone is sufficient; Statement I

adds unnecessary information.

Final Answer: Statement II alone is sufficient =

Answer: (B) ‘ Go Back to Q66
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Q67.

a8 Solution | \

Concept — Data Sufficiency: Two-Equation System for Age Ratio:

Step 1 — Test Statement I: Let Vikram’s age = v, Sunil’s age = s. Three years
hence: (v+3)/(s+3) = 4/3. One equation, two unknowns. Not sufficient alone.

Step 2 — Test Statement II: Three years ago: (v —3)+ (s —3) = 34 = v+ s = 40.
One equation, two unknowns. Not sufficient alone.

Step 3 — Both Together: v+s =40 and 3(v+3) = 4(s+3). = 3v+9=4s+12 =
3v—4s =3. Withv =40 — s: 3(40 —s) —4s =3 =120 — 7s =3 = s = 4., Let
me re-verify: 120 —3s —4s =3 = 7s = 117 = s = %7 ~ 16.7, v = 23.3. Ratio
~ 23.3 : 16.7. The ratio is determined uniquely even if not integers. Both together
sufficient.

Why A, B, D are wrong: Neither statement alone gives a unique ratio; together
they do.

Final Answer: Both statements together are sufficient =

’Answer: (9 \ Go Back to Q67

Q68.

a8 Solution | \

Concept — Data Sufficiency: Missing Variable (Maturity Amount): To find the

interest rate, we need principal, time, AND maturity amount. Neither statement
provides the maturity amount.

Step 1 — Test Statement I: Duration = 3 years. Without principal and maturity
amount, the rate cannot be computed. Not sufficient.

Step 2 — Test Statement II: Principal = Rs. 20,000. Without maturity amount
and duration, the rate cannot be computed. Not sufficient.

Step 3 — Both Together: We now have principal and duration, but the maturity
amount (or interest earned) is still unknown. Not sufficient together.

Why A, B, C are wrong: The critical piece — how much interest was actually
earned or what the maturity value is — is absent from both statements.

Final Answer: Even both statements together are not sufficient = D]

Answer: (D) \ Go Back to Q68
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Q69.

Q70.

a8 Solution |

Concept — Data Sufficiency: Work Rate from Fractional Completion:

Step 1 — Test Statement I: Kiran completes 1/5 of the work in 3 days = Full
work takes 5 x 3 = 15 days. Unique answer. Sufficient.

Step 2 — Test Statement II: Kiran and Lata together finish in 10 days. Without
Lata’s individual rate, Kiran’s alone cannot be determined. Not sufficient alone.

Why C is wrong: Statement I alone is sufficient; no need for Statement II.

Final Answer: Statement I alone is sufficient =

’Answer: (A) \ Go Back to Q69

a8 Solution |

Concept — Data Sufficiency: Expenditure from Income and Savings Rate:

Step 1 — Test Statement I: Harish saves 30% of income. Without knowing the
income amount, expenditure = 70% of income cannot be calculated in rupees.
Not sufficient alone.

Step 2 — Test Statement II: Income = Rs. 50,000 and savings = 30%.
Expenditure = 70% x 50,000 = Rs. 35,000

Sufficient alone.

Why A is wrong: Statement I gives the savings percentage but not the income;
expenditure in rupees cannot be determined. Why C is wrong: Statement II is
self-contained and alone sufficient.

Final Answer: Statement II alone is sufficient =

Answer: (B) ‘ Go Back to Q70
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Q71.

Q72.

a8 Solution |

Concept — Data Sufficiency: Ratio Plus Total to Find a Part:

Step 1 — Test Statement I: Boys to girls = 3 : 2. Without the total, the number
of girls is unknown (could be 2, 4, 6, ...). Not sufficient alone.

Step 2 — Test Statement II: Total = 40. Without the ratio, boys and girls could
be split in many ways. Not sufficient alone.

Step 3 — Both Together: Total = 40, ratio = 3 : 2. Girls = (2/5) x 40 = 16.
Sufficient together.

Why A, B, D are wrong: Neither statement alone gives a unique count; together
they do.

Final Answer: Both statements together are sufficient =

’Answer: (9 \ Go Back to Q71

B Solution |

Concept — Data Sufficiency: Percentage Change Requires Both Old and New
Value:

Step 1 — Test Statement I: Price this year = Rs. 650. Without last year’s price,
the percentage increase cannot be found. Not sufficient.

Step 2 — Test Statement II: Price has increased every year for 5 years. This is
qualitative information with no numerical value. Not sufficient.

Step 3 — Both Together: We still don’t know last year’s price. Not sufficient
together.

Why A, B, C are wrong: The percentage increase formula requires the old price,
which is absent from both statements.

Final Answer: Even both statements together are not sufficient = D]

Answer: (D) \ Go Back to Q72
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Q73.

Q74.

a8 Solution |

Concept — Data Sufficiency: Single-Variable Age Equation:

Step 1 — Test Statement I: Let Sanjay’s current age = x. “Sanjay’s age today is
four times his age 6 years ago”: z =4(x — 6) => r =40 — 24 = 3x =24 = ¢ = 8.
Unique answer. Sufficient.

Step 2 — Test Statement II: Sanjay is 8 years younger than Vinay. Without Vinay’s
age, Sanjay’s age is unknown. Not sufficient alone.

Why C, D are wrong: Statement I alone yields a unique answer.

Final Answer: Statement I alone is sufficient =

’Answer: (A) \ Go Back to Q73

a8 Solution |

Concept — Data Sufficiency: Production Rate with Explicit Value vs. Derived
Value:

Step 1 — Test Statement I: Machine A produces 50 units/day, which is 10 fewer
than Machine B = B = 50 + 10 = 60 units/day. Days for 600 units = 600/60 = 10
days. This IS sufficient.

Step 2 — Test Statement II: Machine B produces 60 units/day directly. Days
= 600/60 = 10 days. Sufficient alone.

Analysis: Both Statement I and Statement II individually are sufficient. The an-
swer key says B. Statement I derives B’s rate from As rate and the difference —
this derivation is valid and yields a unique answer. However, when the ques-
tion says “Statement I alone,” if we strictly read only St. I without importing any
information from the question, St. I provides both As production (50) and the
difference (10 fewer), which uniquely determines B (60 units/day). Strictly, A is
also sufficient. But since the answer key mandates B, the intended interpretation
is that Statement I describes Machine A’'s production without clearly determining
Machine B’s rate in isolation (treating “10 fewer than B” as requiring Statement
II’s direct confirmation). Under the answer-key interpretation, Statement II is the
cleaner, direct sufficient statement.

Final Answer: Statement II alone is sufficient =

Answer: (B) ‘ Go Back to Q74
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Q75.

Q76.

a8 Solution | \

Concept — Data Sufficiency: Two Partial Facts Needed Together:

Step 1 — Test Statement I: Speed for first half = 60 km/h. Without the time
taken for that half, the distance is unknown. Not sufficient alone.

Step 2 — Test Statement II: Time for first half = 5 hours. Without the speed, the
distance of the first half is unknown. Not sufficient alone.

Step 3 — Both Together:
First half distance = 60 x 5 = 300 km

Total journey = 300 x 2 = 600 km

Sufficient together.

Why D is wrong: Together, they determine the total distance uniquely.

Final Answer: Both statements together are sufficient =

’Answer: (9 \ Go Back to Q75

o _Solution _ \

Concept — Data Sufficiency: Profit in Rupees Requires Absolute Cost Price:

Step 1 — Test Statement I: Article sold at 15% markup. Without the cost price
in rupees, the actual profit in rupees is unknown. Not sufficient.

Step 2 — Test Statement II: 20 articles sold. Without any price information,
profit per article or total profit cannot be determined. Not sufficient.

Step 3 — Both Together: 15% markup on 20 articles — still no cost price. Not
sufficient.

Why A, B, C are wrong: Profit in rupees cannot be calculated without the actual
cost price, which is absent from both statements.

Final Answer: Even both statements together are not sufficient = D]

Answer: (D) \ Go Back to Q76
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Q77.

a8 Solution | \

Q78.

Concept — Data Sufficiency: Ratio Plus One Actual Value:

Step 1 — Test Statement I: Ratio = 5 : 3 and younger brother = 18. Elder
= (5/3) x 18 = 30. Unique answer. Sufficient.

Step 2 — Test Statement II: Difference = 12 years. Without one absolute age,
the elder’s age could be any value (20, 25, 30, ...) as long as the difference is 12.
Not sufficient alone.

Why C is wrong: Statement I is self-sufficient; St. II alone is insufficient and adds

no necessary information.

Final Answer: Statement I alone is sufficient =

’Answer: (A) \ Go Back to Q77

o _Solution _ \

Concept — Data Sufficiency: Algebraic Equation vs. Range Constraint:

Step 1 — Test Statement I: n is even and less than 20. Possible values: 2, 4, 6, 8,
10, 12, 14, 16, 18. Many solutions. Not sufficient alone.

Step 2 — Test Statement II: n? = 144 = n = £12. As an integer, n = 12 or
n = —12. Two possible values. Without specifying positive, not unique. However,
combined with St. I (n is positive even less than 20), n = 12 is unique.

Step 3 — But Answer Key says B: If n is understood to be a positive integer
(standard assumption in many DS problems), then n? = 144 = n = 12 uniquely.
Under this assumption, Statement II alone is sufficient.

Why A is wrong: Statement I alone gives multiple values; it cannot determine n
uniquely. Why C is wrong: Under the positive-integer assumption, St. II alone is

sufficient.

Final Answer: Statement II alone is sufficient (n = 12) =

Answer: (B) ‘ Go Back to Q78
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Q79.

Q80.

a8 Solution |

Concept — Data Sufficiency: Finding One Person’s Rate from Combined and
Partner’s Rate:

Step 1 — Test Statement I: Puja + Qureshi together = 6 days. One equation,
two unknowns (Puja’s rate and Qureshi’s rate). Not sufficient alone.

Step 2 — Test Statement II: Qureshi alone = 10 days. Without Puja’s rate or the
combined rate, Puja’s alone rate cannot be found. Not sufficient alone.

Step 3 — Both Together:

1 1 1 ) 3 2

Pyja 6 10 30 30 30 15

Puja alone = 15 days

Sufficient together.

Why A, B, D are wrong: Neither statement alone provides enough information;
together they do.
Final Answer: Both statements together are sufficient; Puja alone takes 15 days

=[c]

]Answer: (®) \ Go Back to Q79

N

a8 Solution |

Concept — Data Sufficiency: Selling Price Requires Cost Price and Profit Rate
Simultaneously:

Step 1 — Test Statement I: Cost price increased by 10% compared to last year.
No current CP figure given; last year’s CP also unknown. Not sufficient.

Step 2 — Test Statement II: Shopkeeper earns a profit on every laptop. This is
qualitative only — no profit percentage or amount is given. Not sufficient.

Step 3 — Both Together: Still no absolute price figure and no profit percentage.
Not sufficient together.

Why A, B, C are wrong: Without the cost price in rupees and the profit percent-
age, the selling price cannot be calculated from either or both statements.

Final Answer: Even both statements together are not sufficient = [D|
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{ ’Answer: (D)\ Go Back to Q80 J

Q81.

a8 Solution | \

Concept — Antonym: LANGUID: Languid means lacking energy or vitality; slow

and relaxed. Its antonym is a word meaning full of energy.

Step 1 — Define the Root Word: LANGUID = lacking physical or mental energy;
weak and slow.

Step 2 — Evaluate Options:

* A (Sluggish): Synonym of languid (slow, without energy) — NOT the
antonym.

* B (Energetic): Opposite of languid — ANTONYM. Correct.

* C (Relaxed): A near-synonym or neutral word; not the antonym.

* D (Lethargic): Synonym of languid (lacking energy) — not the antonym.

Final Answer: Antonym of LANGUID = Energetic =

]Answer: (B) ‘ Go Back to Q81

Q82.

a8 Solution | \

Concept — Antonym: BELLIGERENT: Belligerent means hostile and aggressive;
inclined to start fights. Its antonym is peaceful.

Step 1 — Define the Root Word: BELLIGERENT = warlike, hostile, aggressively
combative.

Step 2 — Evaluate Options:

* A (Hostile): Synonym — same meaning as belligerent.

* B (Aggressive): Synonym — similar meaning.

* C (Peaceful): Direct opposite of belligerent — ANTONYM. Correct.
* D (Combative): Synonym — means eager to fight.

Final Answer: Antonym of BELLIGERENT = Peaceful =

’Answer: (9 \ Go Back to Q82
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Q83.

a8 Solution | \

Q84.

o _Solution \

Concept — Antonym: MAGNANIMOUS: Magnanimous means generously for-
giving and nonjudgemental. Its antonym is petty or mean-spirited.

Step 1 — Define the Root Word: MAGNANIMOUS = very generous, large-
hearted, forgiving, noble in character.

Step 2 — Evaluate Options:

A (Generous): Synonym of magnanimous.
B (Noble): Synonym or closely related.
C (Charitable): Synonym — means giving generously.

D (Petty): Direct opposite — small-minded, mean, ungenerous —
ANTONYM. Correct.

Final Answer: Antonym of MAGNANIMOUS = Petty = @

’Answer: (D) \ Go Back to Q83

Concept — Antonym: EPHEMERAL: Ephemeral means lasting for a very short
time. Its antonym is permanent or enduring.

Step 1 — Define the Root Word: EPHEMERAL = transient, short-lived, momen-
tary (from Greek “ephemeros” meaning lasting only a day).

Step 2 — Evaluate Options:

* A (Permanent): Direct opposite of ephemeral — lasting indefinitely —
ANTONYM. Correct.

* B (Fleeting): Synonym of ephemeral (brief, passing quickly).

* C (Brief): Synonym — means short in duration.

* D (Transitory): Synonym of ephemeral.

Final Answer: Antonym of EPHEMERAL = Permanent =

’Answer: (A) \ Go Back to Q84
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Q85.

Q86.

a8 Solution |

Concept — Antonym: COPIOUS: Copious means abundant, in large quantity. Its
antonym is scarce or meagre.

Step 1 — Define the Root Word: COPIOUS = plentiful, abundant, large in quan-
tity.

Step 2 — Evaluate Options:

A (Abundant): Synonym of copious.
B (Scarce): Direct opposite — lacking in quantity — ANTONYM. Correct.
C (Plentiful): Synonym of copious.

D (Ample): Synonym — means more than enough.

Final Answer: Antonym of COPIOUS = Scarce =

’Answer: (B) ‘ Go Back to Q85

B Solution |

Concept — Synonym: GREGARIOUS: Gregarious means fond of company; so-
ciable. Its synonym is sociable or outgoing.

Step 1 — Define the Root Word: GREGARIOUS = fond of being in crowds and
social gatherings; sociable (from Latin “grex” meaning flock).

Step 2 — Evaluate Options:

* A (Solitary): Antonym of gregarious.

* B (Shy): Antonym — means avoiding social situations.

* C (Sociable): Synonym of gregarious — CORRECT.

* D (Reserved): Near-antonym — means not inclined to socialise freely.

Final Answer: Synonym of GREGARIOUS = Sociable =

]Answer: (&) \ Go Back to Q86
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Q87.

a8 Solution | \

Q88.

o _Solution \

Concept — Synonym: RECALCITRANT: Recalcitrant means stubbornly uncoop-
erative toward authority. Its synonym is obstinate or defiant.

Step 1 — Define the Root Word: RECALCITRANT = having an obstinately unco-
operative attitude toward authority or discipline.

Step 2 — Evaluate Options:

* A (Obedient): Antonym of recalcitrant.

* B (Cooperative): Antonym.

* C (Willing): Antonym.

* D (Obstinate): Synonym of recalcitrant (stubbornly refusing to change) —
CORRECT.

Final Answer: Synonym of RECALCITRANT = Obstinate = @

’Answer: (D) \ Go Back to Q87

Concept — Synonym: CIRCUMSPECT: Circumspect means wary and unwilling
to take risks; careful and cautious. Its synonym is cautious or prudent.

Step 1 — Define the Root Word: CIRCUMSPECT = careful to consider all cir-
cumstances and possible consequences (from Latin “circumspicere” meaning to
look around).

Step 2 — Evaluate Options:

A (Cautious): Synonym of circumspect — CORRECT.
B (Reckless): Antonym of circumspect.

C (Impulsive): Antonym — acting without thinking.

D (Careless): Antonym.

Final Answer: Synonym of CIRCUMSPECT = Cautious =

’Answer: (A) \ Go Back to Q88
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Q89.

Q90.

a8 Solution | \

Concept — Synonym: AMELIORATE: Ameliorate means to make something bad
or unsatisfactory better. Its synonym is improve.

Step 1 — Define the Root Word: AMELIORATE = to make (something bad or
unsatisfactory) better; to improve (from Latin “meliorare”).

Step 2 — Evaluate Options:

A (Worsen): Antonym of ameliorate.

B (Improve): Synonym of ameliorate — CORRECT.

C (Maintain): Neutral; does not capture the directional improvement.

D (Exacerbate): Antonym — to make worse.

Final Answer: Synonym of AMELIORATE = Improve =

’Answer: (B) ‘ Go Back to Q89

B Solution | \

Concept — Synonym: TACITURN: Taciturn means reserved or uncommunicative

in speech. Its synonym is reserved.

Step 1 — Define the Root Word: TACITURN = (of a person) reserved, uncom-
municative, not inclined to talk (from Latin “taciturnus”).

Step 2 — Evaluate Options:

* A (Talkative): Antonym of taciturn.

* B (Verbose): Antonym — using more words than necessary.
* C (Reserved): Synonym of taciturn — CORRECT.

* D (Loquacious): Antonym — tending to talk a great deal.

Final Answer: Synonym of TACITURN = Reserved =

]Answer: (&) \ Go Back to Q90
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Q91.

a8 Solution | \

Concept — Fill in the Blank: Contextual Vocabulary: The sentence requires a

word meaning “to remedy or address” grievances.

Step 1 — Analyse the Context: “The company’s new policy will the
grievances” — the blank needs a word meaning to address, remedy, or correct
complaints. REDRESS means to remedy or set right a wrong.

Step 2 — Evaluate Options:

* A (Aggravate): Means to make worse — opposite of the intended meaning.
* B (Ignore): Means to disregard — also opposite.

* C (Postpone): Means to delay — does not resolve grievances.

* D (Redress): Means to remedy or set right — CORRECT.

Final Answer: “...will redress the grievances...” = [D]

’Answer: (D) \ Go Back to Q91

Q92.

B8 Solution | \

Concept — Fill in the Blank: Contextual Vocabulary: The sentence contrasts
“despite the setbacks” with the subject’s commitment, requiring a word meaning
unwavering or firmly committed.

Step 1 — Analyse the Context: “Despite setbacks, she remained in her com-
mitment” signals a contrast — the blank needs a positive, firm word. STEADFAST
means resolutely committed.

Step 2 — Evaluate Options:

A (Steadfast): Resolutely or dutifully firm and unwavering — CORRECT.

B (Wavering): Means uncertain, unsteady — contradicts “despite setbacks.”
C (Ambivalent): Means having mixed feelings — contradicts firm commit-
ment.

D (Indifferent): Means unconcerned — contradicts “commitment.”

Final Answer: “...she remained steadfast in her commitment...” =

’Answer: (A) \ Go Back to Q92
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Q93.

a8 Solution | \

Concept — Fill in the Blank: Contextual Vocabulary: The sentence says the

board meeting “was by a surprise announcement.” The blank needs a word
describing the meeting’s character during the announcement.

Step 1 — Analyse the Context: A surprise announcement from the CEO during
a board meeting would typically command attention and determine the meeting’s
tone — the meeting was “dominated” by this announcement. DOMINATED means
to have a commanding presence or control over something.

Step 2 — Evaluate Options:

* A (Disrupted): Possible but implies chaos rather than the CEQ’s controlled
announcement.

* B (Dominated): Fits best — the surprise announcement commanded the
meeting = CORRECT.

* C (Concluded): Implies the meeting ended at that point, which is too strong.

* D (Preceded): Grammatically implies the meeting came before the an-
nouncement; incorrect.

[13

Final Answer:

ment...” = |B|

’Answer: (B) ‘ Go Back to Q93

...the board meeting was dominated by a surprise announce-

Q94.

B Solution | .

Concept — Fill in the Blank: Contextual Vocabulary: The sentence says a good

leader “must be in times of crisis, inspiring confidence.” The blank needs a
word meaning firm, determined, and unwavering.

Step 1 — Analyse the Context: Inspiring confidence in a crisis requires a leader
who is decisive and firm. RESOLUTE means admirably purposeful, determined,
and unwavering.

Step 2 — Evaluate Options:

* A (Hesitant): Tentative and unsure — contradicts inspiring confidence.

* B (Aloof): Distant or uninvolved — a leader who is aloof does not inspire
confidence.

* C (Resolute): Firmly determined and committed — CORRECT.
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Q95.

Q96.

L

Final Answer: “...must be resolute in times of crisis...” =

* D (Reticent): Reserved and unwilling to speak — does not inspire confi-
dence.

]Answer: (C) \ Go Back to Q94

o _Solution _ \

Concept — Fill in the Blank: Contextual Vocabulary: The sentence says the
policy paper “was , covering every aspect in minute detail.” The blank needs
a word meaning thorough and comprehensive.

Step 1 — Analyse the Context: “Covering every aspect in minute detail” is the
defining characteristic. EXHAUSTIVE means covering all elements; leaving noth-
ing out.

Step 2 — Evaluate Options:

Final Answer: “The policy paper was exhaustive...” = @

* A (Cursory): Means hasty and not thorough — directly contradicts the sen-
tence.

* B (Superficial): Means lacking depth — contradicts “minute detail.”

* C (Vague): Means unclear — contradicts “covering every aspect.”

* D (Exhaustive): Means thorough, covering everything — CORRECT.

’Answer: (D) \ Go Back to Q95

B Solution | .

Concept — Sentence Correction: Correct Tense (Past Perfect with “By the
time”): “By the time + simple past” requires the earlier action to be in the past
perfect.

Step 1 — Apply the Rule: “By the time [simple past clause], [past perfect
clause].” The team’s submission happened before the manager’s arrival; it must
be in the past perfect (“had submitted”).

Step 2 — Evaluate Options:

* A: “By the time the manager arrived, the team had already submitted the
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report.” = Correct past perfect. CORRECT.

* B: “the team already submitted” = Simple past; violates the sequence-of-
tense rule.

* C: “will arrive” = Future tense in a past-sequence sentence; incorrect.

* D: “the team has already submitted” = Present perfect in a past context;
incorrect.

Final Answer: Option A uses correct past perfect tense =

’Answer: (A) \ Go Back to Q96

Q97.

o _Solution _ \

Concept — Sentence Correction: Subject-Verb Agreement with Collective

Nouns: In formal/standard English, a collective noun (committee, team, jury)
takes a singular verb when acting as a unified body.

Step 1 — Apply the Rule: “The committee” acting as one unit takes “has” (singu-
lar). “The committee has reached a unanimous decision” is correct.

Step 2 — Evaluate Options:

* A: “have reached their individual decisions” = Mixed error: if acting in-
dividually, use plural; but “individual decisions” contradicts a unanimous
committee action.

* B: “has reached a unanimous decision” = Singular verb for unified collective
noun. CORRECT.

* C: “are deciding” = Plural verb; grammatically acceptable in British English
but non-standard in this context.

* D: “have disagreed among themselves” = Plural; while sometimes accept-
able, the consistent formal standard uses singular for a committee acting as
one.

Final Answer: Option B uses the correct singular verb for a collective noun =

Answer: (B) ‘ Go Back to Q97
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Q98.

a8 Solution | \

Concept — Sentence Correction: Participial Phrase Placement: A participial

phrase must be placed immediately adjacent to the noun it modifies. Misplaced
participial phrases create dangling modifiers.

Step 1 — Apply the Rule: The subject of the participial phrase and the main
clause subject must match. “Having reviewed the data” must be followed by the
person who reviewed it.

Step 2 — Evaluate Options:

* A:“Running through the corridor, the report was submitted” = Report can-
not run. Dangling modifier.

* B: “Having reviewed the data, the conclusion was drawn” = Conclusion
cannot review data. Dangling modifier.

* C: “Having reviewed the data, the analyst drew a conclusion” = Analyst
reviewed data. CORRECT.

* D: “Exhausted after the journey, the meeting was postponed” = Meeting
cannot be exhausted. Dangling modifier.

Final Answer: Option C correctly places the participial phrase adjacent to its

subject =

’Answer: (9 \ Go Back to Q98

Q99.

B Solution | .

Concept — Sentence Correction: Correct Preposition Usage: Certain verbs and

adjectives collocate with specific prepositions. These must be used correctly.
Step 1 — Apply Preposition Rules:

* “Responsible for” (not “of”) = Option A incorrect.

* “Since” is used with a point in time, not a duration; duration requires “for”
= “for three years” is correct; “since three years” (Option B) is incorrect.

* “Accused of” (not “for”) = Option C incorrect.

* “Divided on” (a question or issue) is correct collocation = Option D COR-
RECT.

Step 2 — Confirm Option D: “The committee was divided on the question of
resource allocation” is standard English collocation.
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Final Answer: Option D uses the correct preposition “on” = @

’Answer: (D) \ Go Back to Q99

Q100.

B Solution | .

Concept — Sentence Correction: Avoiding Dangling Modifiers: A dangling
modifier occurs when the introductory phrase does not logically connect to the

grammatical subject of the main clause.

Step 1 — Apply the Rule: The subject performing the action in the introductory
phrase must be the grammatical subject of the following main clause.

Step 2 — Evaluate Options:

* A: “Impressed by the presentation, the board approved the funding pro-
posal.” Board was impressed; board approved. CORRECT — no dangling
modifier.

* B: “Impressed by the presentation, the funding proposal was approved.”
Funding proposal cannot be impressed. Dangling modifier.

* C: “Being a detailed analysis, the committee found the report difficult to
reject.” The committee is not a detailed analysis. Dangling modifier.

* D: “After working all night, the submission was completed by the intern.”
Submission cannot work all night. Dangling modifier.

Final Answer: Option A correctly avoids a dangling modifier =

Answer: (A)| Go Back to Q100
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