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General Instructions

General Instructions:

1. Candidate must enter his/her Question Booklet Serial No. (10 Digits) in the OMR

Answer Sheet.

2. Candidates are required to write their answer in their own words as far as practica-

ble.

3. Figures in the right-hand margin indicate full marks.

4. An extra time of 15 minutes has been allotted for the candidates to read the ques-

tions carefully.

5. This question booklet is divided into two sections — Section-A and Section-B.

6. In Section-A, there are 100 objective type questions, out of which any 50 questions

are to be answered. First 50 answers will be evaluated in case more than 50 ques-

tions are answered. Each question carries 1 mark. For answering these darken the

circle with blue / black ball pen against the correct option on OMR Answer sheet

provided to you. Do not use whitener / liquid / blade / nail etc. on OMR-Sheet,

otherwise the result will be treated as invalid.

7. In Section-B, there are 11 Descriptive Answer Type Questions, which are to be

answered.

8. Use of any electronic appliances is strictly prohibited.
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SECTION – A

(Objective Type Questions)

1. Satyajit Ray is very critical of the .......................... of Indian films.

(A) export

(B) quality

(C) shooting

(D) status

Correct Answer: (B)

Solution: A central theme of Satyajit Ray’s writings was his concern for the artistic quality

of Indian cinema. He was critical of the industry’s tendency to rely on simplistic formulas

and copy Western films, rather than developing an original cinematic language that reflected

Indian realities.

Quick Tip

Ray’s own films, known for their realism and artistic depth, stand as a testament to the

high standards of quality he advocated for.

2. All, men, women and children have sacrificed their lives in pursuit of a

.......................... Burma.

(A) despotic

(B) autocratic

(C) totalitarian

(D) democratic

Correct Answer: (D)

Solution: The struggle in Burma (now Myanmar), led for decades by figures like Aung San

Suu Kyi, has been a fight against military dictatorship. The people have sacrificed
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immensely in their pursuit of a free and democratic society, where the government is chosen

by the people. The other options describe forms of authoritarian rule, which is what they

were fighting against.

Quick Tip

Understanding the political context is key. The struggle in Burma has been a pro-

democracy movement against military rule.

3. The old woman’s voice was soft but

(A) stern

(B) happy

(C) audible

(D) musical

Correct Answer: (A)

Solution: This question likely refers to a character description where contrast is used to

create a vivid impression. A voice that is physically soft yet emotionally stern (firm, serious)

suggests a character who has quiet authority and inner strength.

Quick Tip

In character descriptions, look for contrasts (”but”) that reveal a deeper or more complex

personality.

4. The .......................... of Indian culture is very amazing.

(A) vitality

(B) colour

(C) character

(D) spirit

Correct Answer: (A)
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Solution: In ”The Unity of Indian Culture,” Humayun Kabir emphasizes the remarkable

resilience and enduring nature of Indian culture. He highlights its vitality—its life, energy,

and capacity for renewal—which has allowed it to absorb many influences over centuries

while retaining its unique identity.

Quick Tip

”Vitality” is a key concept in discussions of Indian culture, referring to its ability to live,

adapt, and thrive through long periods of history.

5. In the .......................... , according to Cowper, the nightingale is mute.

(A) village

(B) town

(C) house

(D) school

Correct Answer: (B)

Solution: In William Cowper’s poem ”God Made the Country,” he contrasts the natural

purity of rural life with the artificiality of urban life. He states that in the noisy, bustling

town, the beautiful, natural song of the nightingale is ”mute,” meaning it is either absent or

cannot be appreciated.

Quick Tip

This poem is built on the classic pastoral contrast: Country = natural, virtuous, quiet;

Town/City = artificial, corrupt, noisy.

6. A happy man’s .......................... and care are bound by a few paternal acres.

(A) sleep

(B) health

(C) wealth
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(D) wish

Correct Answer: (D)

Solution: This is a direct reference to Alexander Pope’s ”Ode on Solitude.” The poem

describes a man who is completely content with his simple life on his ancestral land. The

line reads: ”Happy the man, whose wish and care / A few paternal acres bound.” His desires

do not extend beyond the self-sufficient world of his own farm.

Quick Tip

”Bound” here means ”limited” or ”contained within.” The happy man’s ambitions are

happily limited to his own small world.

7. All the money earned by Mr. Gessler was spent on .......................... and leather.

(A) food

(B) clothes

(C) rent

(D) electricity

Correct Answer: (C)

Solution: In John Galsworthy’s ”Quality,” the new owner of Mr. Gessler’s shop explains that

the bootmaker’s business model was unsustainable. He used the best leather but charged too

little, so he made very little profit. ”All of it went in rent and leather,” leaving nothing for

himself, leading to his death from malnutrition.

Quick Tip

This detail emphasizes the economic realities that crushed Mr. Gessler’s dedication to

quality. His passion couldn’t overcome his poor business sense.

8. The children .......................... the conduct of the guests.
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(A) liked

(B) disliked

(C) appreciated

(D) ignored

Correct Answer: (B)

Solution: In Katherine Mansfield’s ”Sun and Moon,” the children are initially excited about

their parents’ party. However, as they observe the adult guests behaving in ways they find

strange and unpleasant, their initial wonder turns to disappointment. From their innocent

perspective, they ultimately disliked the behavior of the adults.

Quick Tip

This story is a prime example of the theme of childhood innocence confronting the

confusing and often disappointing world of adults.

9. The mother in her letter tells the daughter that .......................... cannot be bought.

(A) happiness

(B) peace

(C) honour

(D) fulfilment

Correct Answer: (B)

Solution: In stories with a mother-daughter letter theme, the mother often imparts wisdom

about life’s true values. A common piece of advice is that essential qualities like inner peace

are not commodities that can be purchased with money, but must be cultivated from within.

Quick Tip

Look for the option that represents an internal state of being rather than an external

achievement. Peace is an inner quality, while honour or fulfilment can be linked to

external actions.
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10. The narrator’s girlfriend told that she would .......................... the narrator even if he

did not become an IAS officer.

(A) hit

(B) scold

(C) marry

(D) leave

Correct Answer: (C)

Solution: This scenario is from a story about love and ambition, likely dealing with the

pressures of career goals on a relationship. The girlfriend’s promise to marry him regardless

of his professional success is a testament to her unconditional love, which is later contrasted

when she leaves him after he fails.

Quick Tip

Stories often set up an initial promise or ideal to create a powerful contrast with the later

reality, a technique used to highlight themes like betrayal or irony.

11. Halku’s .......................... was destroyed by the wild animals.

(A) crop

(B) boundary

(C) home

(D) wall

Correct Answer: (A)

Solution: In Munshi Premchand’s story ”January Night,” the central tragedy is that despite

enduring the bitter cold to guard his field, Halku ultimately fails. The wild animals (nilgai)

get into the field and destroy his entire crop, which was his only source of livelihood.
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Quick Tip

The destruction of the crop is the climax of the story, representing the defeat of the poor

farmer by forces of nature and his own poverty.

12. After fifteen years, the rich banker was in

(A) debt

(B) pain

(C) hospital

(D) affluence

Correct Answer: (A)

Solution: In Anton Chekhov’s ”The Bet,” a significant irony unfolds over the fifteen years.

While the lawyer gains immense wisdom, the banker, through reckless speculation, loses his

fortune. By the end of the bet, he is heavily in debt and fears that paying the two million

rubles will ruin him completely.

Quick Tip

The reversal of fortunes between the two main characters is the central irony of the

story, used to question the true value of money versus knowledge.

13. The poet wonders what lightning has fallen on the

(A) leaves

(B) roses

(C) garden

(D) Koel

Correct Answer: (D)

Solution: In Puran Singh’s poem ”Koel,” the bird’s song is so full of fiery passion and

sorrow that the poet personifies its pain. He wonders what terrible tragedy (”what lightning”)

has befallen the Koel to make it sing with such intensity, charring its soul.
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Quick Tip

Personification—giving human emotions to animals or objects—is a key technique in

this poem. The poet interprets the bird’s song as a profound expression of suffering.

14. The porter’s son is shivering with cold and woes of

(A) anger

(B) hunger

(C) laughter

(D) energy

Correct Answer: (B)

Solution: The poem ”The Sleeping Porter” by Laxmi Prasad Devkota depicts the extreme

poverty of the porter’s life. His son’s shivering is a result not only of the physical cold but

also of the deep-seated suffering and deprivation caused by hunger.

Quick Tip

In social commentary poetry, physical symptoms like shivering often point to deeper

societal problems like poverty and hunger.

15. Jabra started .......................... when he heard the noise of some animals.

(A) crying

(B) barking

(C) running

(D) jumping

Correct Answer: (B)

Solution: In ”January Night,” Jabra is Halku’s faithful dog. A dog’s natural instinct is to

alert its owner to intruders or danger, so Jabra started barking when he heard the wild

animals approaching the field.
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Quick Tip

This question relies on understanding the typical behavior of a watchdog in a narrative

setting.

16. The violent reaction during an allergy leads to

(A) cough

(B) itching

(C) fever

(D) inflammation

Correct Answer: (D)

Solution: While an allergic reaction can cause symptoms like coughing and itching, these

are manifestations of the underlying physiological process. The core of a strong allergic

reaction is the body’s immune system overreacting to an allergen, which leads to the release

of chemicals like histamine, causing widespread inflammation.

Quick Tip

Look for the root cause versus the symptom. Itching is a symptom of the more general

medical process of inflammation.

17. During the first year of imprisonment, the lawyer played the

(A) violin

(B) guitar

(C) drums

(D) piano

Correct Answer: (D)

Solution: In Anton Chekhov’s ”The Bet,” the lawyer’s activities during his fifteen years of

confinement are detailed. During the first year, he was lonely and depressed, and the text

explicitly states that he played the piano to pass the time.
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Quick Tip

Stories with a long time span like ”The Bet” often break down the period into phases,

each with specific activities. Remembering the sequence is key.

18. During the last days, Mr. Gessler never gave himself time to

(A) relax

(B) play

(C) sit

(D) eat

Correct Answer: (D)

Solution: In John Galsworthy’s ”Quality,” the bootmaker Mr. Gessler is so dedicated to his

craft and driven by the pressure of competition that he neglects his own well-being. The

narrator discovers at the end that Gessler had overworked himself to the point that he never

gave himself time to eat, ultimately dying from ”slow starvation.”

Quick Tip

Mr. Gessler’s story is a tragic commentary on the decline of craftsmanship in the face

of mass-produced commercialism. His death symbolizes the death of his art.

19. Aung San Suu Kyi is a

(A) Burmese politician

(B) Burmese activist

(C) Burmese healer

(D) Burmese language teacher

Correct Answer: (B)

Solution: Aung San Suu Kyi is a world-renowned figure known primarily for her long,

non-violent struggle for democracy and human rights in Myanmar (Burma). While she has
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also held political office, her core global identity and the reason for her Nobel Peace Prize is

her role as a pro-democracy activist.

Quick Tip

Although she is also a politician, her most defining role on the world stage has been as

an activist for freedom and democracy.

20. The old woman’s silence is so .......................... that the young people have trouble

holding their laughter.

(A) long

(B) deep

(C) meaningful

(D) short

Correct Answer: (A)

Solution: This question likely refers to a scene in a story like Toni Morrison’s ”Once Upon a

Time,” where a group of young people visits a wise, blind old woman. Her silence in

response to their questions is profoundly long and unsettling, creating an awkward tension

that makes the visitors uncomfortable enough to want to laugh.

Quick Tip

In literature, a long silence can be a powerful device to build tension or show a charac-

ter’s wisdom and refusal to give easy answers.

21. There are civilized people among whom only a .......................... section has achieved

culture.

(A) large

(B) big

(C) small
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(D) huge

Correct Answer: (C)

Solution: This refers to a concept from C.E.M. Joad’s writings on civilization. He argued

that while a whole society can be ’civilized’ (having laws, infrastructure, etc.), ’culture’

(artistic and intellectual refinement) is something achieved by only a small section of that

society.

Quick Tip

This question highlights the philosophical distinction between ’civilization’ as a societal

structure and ’culture’ as a higher form of individual or group refinement.

22. Malasha was frightened and prepared to run

(A) fast

(B) away

(C) home

(D) quickly

Correct Answer: (B)

Solution: In Tolstoy’s ”Little Girls Wiser Than Men,” when the adults begin to argue and

Akoulya’s mother scolds Malasha, the little girl becomes frightened by the escalating

conflict and prepares to run away from the chaotic scene.

Quick Tip

In narrative writing, characters’ actions often directly reflect their emotions. Fear

prompts a desire to escape, making ”run away” the most complete and logical action.

23. The post office was two .......................... away from Mr. Johnson’s house.

(A) kilometres
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(B) miles

(C) blocks

(D) metres

Correct Answer: (C)

Solution: This is a detail from the story ”Me and the Ecology Bit” by Joan Lexau. The use

of ”blocks” as a unit of distance suggests the story is set in a planned urban or suburban

environment, likely in North America, where this is a common way to describe short

distances.

Quick Tip

Details like units of measurement can provide clues about the setting (time and place)

of a story.

24. The author found Gillu clinging to a

(A) chair

(B) pot

(C) curtain

(D) wall

Correct Answer: (C)

Solution: In Mahadevi Verma’s story ”Gillu,” the rescued squirrel becomes a beloved pet.

One of his characteristic behaviors, especially when he wanted the author’s attention, was to

climb up and cling to the curtain.

Quick Tip

Stories about pets often include memorable, specific habits that define the animal’s

personality and its relationship with the owner.
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25. In ’Sun and Moon’, Mansfield beautifully portrays the subtle feelings of .

(A) animals

(B) adults

(C) children

(D) adolescents

Correct Answer: (C)

Solution: Katherine Mansfield’s short story ’Sun and Moon’ focuses on the world as seen

through the eyes of two young children, Sun and Moon. The narrative explores their

innocent perceptions, excitement, and eventual disappointment during their parents’ party.

Quick Tip

Many of Katherine Mansfield’s stories are known for their deep dive into the psychology

of characters, including the unique and often overlooked perspectives of children.

26. The daughter in her letter says that she has lost her

(A) quickness

(B) laughter

(C) enthusiasm

(D) dreams

Correct Answer: (D)

Solution: This question likely refers to a text where a daughter is expressing her feelings of

disillusionment. Losing one’s dreams is a powerful metaphor for losing hope, ambition, and

the imaginative aspirations of youth, often due to the harsh realities of life.

Quick Tip

In literary analysis, look for metaphorical language. ”Losing dreams” often signifies a

deeper emotional or psychological loss than more literal options.
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27. The narrator’s girlfriend wore a .......................... dress when she came to meet him

for the last time.

(A) blue

(B) yellow

(C) red

(D) black

Correct Answer: (C)

Solution: In literature, the color red is often symbolic of passion, love, anger, or danger. A

character wearing a red dress for a final meeting could signify the intensity of the emotions

involved in the farewell.

Quick Tip

Pay attention to colors in literature as they are often used symbolically to convey mood

or character traits without direct explanation.

28. When Jabra barked, Halku realised that wild .......................... had entered his field.

(A) dogs

(B) animals

(C) boundary

(D) crop

Correct Answer: (B)

Solution: In Munshi Premchand’s story ’January Night’, Halku is a poor farmer. His dog,

Jabra, barks to alert him to the presence of wild animals (specifically nilgai or blue bulls)

that have come to eat his crops.

Quick Tip

Understanding the context of a story is key. Halku is a farmer, so the main threat to his

field would be from animals that destroy crops.
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29. There are .......................... and environmental risk factors for the development of

allergy.

(A) genetic

(B) age

(C) physical

(D) chemical

Correct Answer: (A)

Solution: The development of allergies is understood to be influenced by two main

categories of factors: environmental exposure to allergens and a significant genetic

predisposition. People with a family history of allergies are more likely to develop them.

Quick Tip

In biology and health, complex conditions like allergies are often the result of an inter-

action between ”nature” (genetics) and ”nurture” (environment).

30. When the banker peeped into the prisoner’s room, he saw a ... burning dimly.

(A) fire

(B) candle

(C) lamp

(D) lantern

Correct Answer: (B)

Solution: In Anton Chekhov’s ’The Bet’, the prisoner spends fifteen years in solitary

confinement. The primary source of light for his studies throughout this period is a candle,

symbolizing his solitary pursuit of knowledge in the darkness of his cell.
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Quick Tip

Symbolism is important here. A single, dim candle represents the prisoner’s fragile but

persistent intellectual flame against the overwhelming darkness of his confinement.

31. Jim says that women use too many .......................... things.

(A) electric

(B) mechanical

(C) electronic

(D) fancy

Correct Answer: (A)

Solution: In ”Me and the Ecology Bit,” the narrator Jim tries to lecture people about ecology

but reveals his own hypocrisy. When his mother uses an electric mixer, he complains that

women use ”too many electric things,” showing he doesn’t fully grasp the breadth of

environmental issues.

Quick Tip

The story uses irony to show that the narrator is more interested in preaching about

ecology than practicing it consistently himself.

32. R. C. Hutchinson in ’The Pace for Living’ describes the .......................... of modern

man.

(A) happy

(B) fast

(C) sad

(D) agony

Correct Answer: (D)

Solution: In his essay ”The Pace for Living,” R. C. Hutchinson describes the overwhelming

speed of modern life. He argues that this rapid pace puts a tremendous strain on the mind and
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that he, as a ”slow thinker,” belongs to the ”tribe of the handicapped.” The central feeling he

describes as a result of this frantic pace is the agony of modern man.

Quick Tip

The essay is not about the speed itself, but the negative *effect* of that speed on human

experience, which the author describes as a form of suffering or agony.

33. According to Jim, nobody’s willing to do anything about

(A) plants

(B) animals

(C) environment

(D) security

Correct Answer: (C)

Solution: The main theme of ”Me and the Ecology Bit” is the narrator Jim’s frustration that

while everyone acknowledges environmental problems, ”nobody’s willing to do anything

about” the environment (or ecology, as he calls it). He finds that people pay lip service to

the cause but resist changing their habits.

Quick Tip

This story serves as a lighthearted social commentary on the gap between awareness

and action when it comes to environmental responsibility.

34. The squirrel was considered an easy prey by the

(A) cats

(B) dogs

(C) eagles

(D) crows

Correct Answer: (D)
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Solution: In the story ”Gillu,” the author, Mahadevi Verma, first discovers the baby squirrel

after he had fallen from his nest and was being attacked. She notes that two crows were

poking at the tiny, wounded creature, considering him an easy meal.

Quick Tip

The story’s beginning establishes the vulnerability of the squirrel and the author’s role

as his rescuer, setting the stage for their close bond.

35. The author enjoys travelling fast in a .......................... if it is not his own.

(A) bus

(B) motorcycle

(C) scooter

(D) car

Correct Answer: (D)

Solution: In ”The Pace for Living,” the author R. C. Hutchinson admits to enjoying the thrill

of speed, but only when he is not in control. He specifically mentions enjoying going in a

car at ninety miles an hour, ”so long as I am not driving.” This highlights his feeling of being

mentally overwhelmed by the demands of a fast-paced life.

Quick Tip

The author’s distinction between being a passenger and being a driver is key to under-

standing his argument. He can enjoy the speed when he doesn’t have the mental burden

of controlling it.

36. Satyajit Ray says that in Indian films, .......................... is equated with melodrama.

(A) content

(B) action

(C) music
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(D) direction

Correct Answer: (C)

Solution: In his critical essays on cinema, Satyajit Ray often lamented the formulaic nature

of popular Indian films. He pointed out that music was frequently misused, not as an

enhancement to the narrative, but as a substitute for it, where excessive and emotionally

manipulative music was equated with high drama or melodrama.

Quick Tip

Ray advocated for a more subtle, integrated use of music in film, similar to its function

in Western classical cinema, rather than the ”song-and-dance” formula.

37. Akoulya shouted at Malasha and asked her to catch the

(A) stone

(B) stream

(C) chip

(D) shoes

Correct Answer: (C)

Solution: This is a detail from Leo Tolstoy’s story ”Little Girls Wiser Than Men.” During

their argument while playing in the puddle, the conflict escalates with the involvement of

their parents, and this specific detail refers to a moment in their childish squabble.

Quick Tip

In literature, small, specific details are often used to make a scene feel more realistic

and grounded, even in a story with a broad moral message.

38. Culture is the efflorescence of

(A) unity
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(B) history

(C) civilization

(D) tolerance

Correct Answer: (C)

Solution: This is a well-known quote by the writer and philosopher Humayun Kabir. In his

work ”The Unity of Indian Culture,” he posits that culture is the final, beautiful flowering

(”efflorescence”) that grows out of the established foundation of a civilization.

Quick Tip

Think of the relationship like a plant: Civilization is the stem and roots—the structure

and organization of a society. Culture is the flower—the art, philosophy, and refinement

that blooms from it.

39. The girl’ as Toni Morrison says, ’offers .......................... and pieces of meat’.

(A) tea

(B) coffee

(C) bread

(D) vegetable

Correct Answer: (C)

Solution: This line is from Toni Morrison’s novel *The Bluest Eye*. The offering of bread

and pieces of meat symbolizes a basic, fundamental act of sustenance and humanity, which

stands in stark contrast to the complex emotional and social poverty the characters

experience.

Quick Tip

In literature, simple foods like bread and water often carry deep symbolic weight, rep-

resenting life, communion, and the core of human existence.
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40. Aris says that his mother has come to be a .......................... symbol for the plight of

all the people of Burma.

(A) correct

(B) worthy

(C) bright

(D) appropriate

Correct Answer: (C)

Solution: This refers to Alexander Aris speaking about his mother, Aung San Suu Kyi. He

describes her as a ”bright symbol,” suggesting that she is a beacon of hope, resilience, and

visibility for the struggles and aspirations of the Burmese people.

Quick Tip

When analyzing descriptive words, consider their connotations. ”Bright” implies not

just visibility but also hope, intelligence, and optimism, which fits the context of a

beloved leader.

41. All other countries, according to Ray, are turning to the .......................... for

inspiration.

(A) documentary

(B) story

(C) music

(D) painting

Correct Answer: (C)

Solution: In his critiques of Indian cinema, filmmaker Satyajit Ray often urged Indian artists

to look inward for inspiration rather than copying the West. He pointed to India’s own rich

artistic traditions, such as its classical and folk music, as deep wells of creativity that

filmmakers could draw from.

23



Quick Tip

Satyajit Ray was a strong advocate for developing a unique Indian cinematic language,

rooted in the country’s own culture and arts.

42. The crows were engaged in poking their .......................... at the flowerpots.

(A) beaks

(B) noses

(C) legs

(D) hands

Correct Answer: (A)

Solution: This is a simple descriptive question. Crows are birds, and they use their sharp,

hard beaks to explore, forage for food, and manipulate objects in their environment, such as

poking at the soil in flowerpots.

Quick Tip

For questions involving animal behavior, the answer is usually based on the most logical

and biologically accurate action for that animal.

43. The polythene bag remains .......................... within.

(A) living

(B) dead

(C) sleeping

(D) buried

Correct Answer: (C)

Solution: In the poem ”Polythene Bag,” the bag symbolizes a hurt that never truly

disappears. Even when buried and out of sight, it doesn’t decay or die; it remains dormant, or

”sleeping,” within the earth (a metaphor for the subconscious), capable of causing harm later.
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Quick Tip

Metaphors often work by extending the properties of an object. A plastic bag’s inability

to biodegrade is used to represent the persistent nature of emotional pain.

44. Radha’s friend says that Radha is deeply hurt and has .......................... weight.

(A) gained

(B) lost

(C) increased

(D) added

Correct Answer: (B)

Solution: In Vidyapati’s devotional poems, Radha’s intense emotional suffering due to her

separation from Krishna is described as having physical effects. Her friend observes that her

sorrow is so profound that she has grown thin and lost weight.

Quick Tip

In many forms of literature, intense love, grief, or longing (pining) is traditionally asso-

ciated with physical wasting, such as losing appetite and weight.

45. Seven silver pots filled with .......................... gold coins were given to the rich man.

(A) yellow

(B) few

(C) glistening

(D) many

Correct Answer: (B)

Solution: This is a detail from a specific version of a folk tale about wealth and contentment.

The detail that there were only a few coins is significant as it acts as the catalyst for the

man’s greed, making him desire to fill the pots completely rather than being happy with what

he received.
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Quick Tip

The specific wording in folk tales is often crucial to the moral. ”Few” coins makes the

man’s subsequent actions more understandable than if he had received ”many.”

46. The .......................... are on fire.

(A) leaves

(B) roses

(C) trees

(D) garden

Correct Answer: (D)

Solution: This line likely comes from a literary work where the image of an entire garden

on fire is used as a powerful metaphor. It could represent widespread destruction, intense

passion, or a dramatic transformation, having a much greater impact than just leaves or trees

being on fire.

Quick Tip

In literature, always consider the scale of an image. A ”garden on fire” is a much more

dramatic and symbolic image than a ”tree on fire.”

47. What kind of figure does the porter have ?

(A) Handsome

(B) Ugly

(C) Slim

(D) Stout

Correct Answer: (D)

Solution: In literature, a porter (one who carries heavy luggage) is typically characterized by

physical strength and a solid build required for the job. Therefore, a stout (strong, thickset)

figure is the most fitting description for this occupation.
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Quick Tip

Character descriptions often align with their roles or professions. A laborer’s physique

is usually described in terms of strength and endurance.

48. Martha’s stories seemed like a .......................... one saw at night.

(A) film

(B) dream

(C) star

(D) moon

Correct Answer: (B)

Solution: In Walter de la Mare’s poem ”Martha,” the narrator describes the captivating and

enchanting quality of Martha’s storytelling. Her stories are so mesmerizing and transportive

that they seemed like a dream one might have at night.

Quick Tip

The poem emphasizes the tranquil, gentle, and almost surreal atmosphere Martha cre-

ates, making ”dream” the most fitting comparison for her stories.

49. The heart of the porter is twittering like a

(A) bird

(B) parrot

(C) crow

(D) rabbit

Correct Answer: (A)

Solution: In Laxmi Prasad Devkota’s poem ”The Sleeping Porter,” the porter’s physical

hardship is contrasted with his inner spirit. The line ”His heart is twittering like a bird” uses

a simile to show that despite his difficult life, his heart is still light, alive, and connected to

nature.
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Quick Tip

Similes (”like a...”) are common poetic devices. ”Twittering like a bird” is a classic

image used to convey lightness, freedom, or a natural, simple joy.

50. In Martha’s stories, fairies and gnomes .......................... out in leaf-green light.

(A) stole

(B) ran

(C) came

(D) walked

Correct Answer: (A)

Solution: This line is from Walter de la Mare’s poem ”Martha.” The word ”stole” is used to

describe the quiet, magical, and almost secretive way the fairies and gnomes would emerge

in the enchanting atmosphere of her storytelling. It suggests a gentle, hushed movement.

Quick Tip

In poetry, word choice is precise. ”Stole” is more evocative and magical than ”ran,”

”came,” or ”walked,” fitting the fairy-tale theme of the poem.

51. William Cowper says that .......................... and virtue are gifts.

(A) wealth

(B) character

(C) strength

(D) health

Correct Answer: (D)

Solution: In his poem ”The Contrite Heart,” William Cowper reflects on what is truly

valuable. He contrasts material possessions with innate qualities, suggesting that good

health and a virtuous nature are true gifts from God, more precious than any earthly riches.
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Quick Tip

Many 18th-century poets like Cowper emphasized moral and natural values over mate-

rial wealth in their works.

52. A happy man is .......................... to breathe his native air.

(A) able

(B) content

(C) sad

(D) unable

Correct Answer: (B)

Solution: This idea is central to Alexander Pope’s ”Ode on Solitude.” The ”happy man” in

the poem finds all his needs met by his own land (”paternal acres”). He is perfectly content

and desires nothing more than what his simple, self-sufficient life provides, including the

very air of his home.

Quick Tip

The theme of being ”content” with a simple, rural life is a recurring motif in pastoral

poetry.

53. Only the pain caused by .......................... comes back again and again.

(A) disease

(B) happiness

(C) someone

(D) hurt

Correct Answer: (D)

Solution: In the poem ”Polythene Bag,” the poet uses the bag as a metaphor for emotional

pain. The central idea is that unlike physical ailments, the pain caused by emotional hurt is

persistent, doesn’t easily disappear, and ”comes back again and again.”
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Quick Tip

The poem contrasts the transience of many things with the lingering nature of emotional

wounds, which, like a polythene bag, pollute our inner environment.

54. .......................... is endless.

(A) Anger

(B) Road

(C) Greed

(D) Life

Correct Answer: (D)

Solution: This question touches upon a common philosophical or literary theme. While

emotions like anger and greed can be overcome and roads have ends, Life, in the sense of the

continuous cycle of existence or as a spiritual concept, is often portrayed as endless and

eternal.

Quick Tip

When faced with abstract concepts, consider the most universal and philosophical mean-

ing. The concept of life’s endless cycle is a recurring theme in many cultures and belief

systems.

55. Good health and virtue can make our life

(A) sweet

(B) bitter

(C) comfortable

(D) happy

Correct Answer: (D)

Solution: This question refers to the central theme of Alexander Pope’s poem ”Ode on

Solitude.” The poem extols a simple life of quiet contentment, where happiness is found not
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in wealth or fame, but in self-sufficiency, health, and peace of mind (virtue). These elements

combine to create a happy life.

Quick Tip

In poetry about simple living, the ultimate goal is almost always happiness or content-

ment, rather than material comfort or sweetness.

56. The poet wants to live unseen and

(A) unknown

(B) silently

(C) peacefully

(D) unheard

Correct Answer: (A)

Solution: Also from ”Ode on Solitude,” this directly references a line from the poem: ”Thus

let me live, unseen, unknown; Thus unlamented let me die; Steal from the world, and not a

stone Tell where I lie.” The poet’s wish is for a life of anonymity, free from the pressures of

public recognition.

Quick Tip

Direct quotes or close paraphrases often appear in literature questions. Familiarity with

key lines from major poems is very helpful.

57. A polythene bag .......................... when a little heat is applied.

(A) flies

(B) melts

(C) strikes

(D) burns

Correct Answer: (B)
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Solution: This question refers to the poem ”Polythene Bag” by Durga Prasad Panda, where

the polythene bag is a metaphor for hurt. The poem uses the physical properties of plastic to

describe the nature of emotional pain. A direct, physical effect of applying a little heat to a

polythene bag is that it melts.

Quick Tip

Think about the physical properties of the object in the metaphor. A polythene bag’s

reaction to heat is a key part of its real-world nature and its symbolic meaning in the

poem.

58. The poem tells us that .......................... thinks about Krishna all the time.

(A) Radha

(B) Madhava

(C) Vishnu

(D) Ram

Correct Answer: (A)

Solution: In Vidyapati’s poems, the central theme is the deep, often painful, love and

longing of Radha for Lord Krishna. The poems are narrated from the perspective of Radha

or her friend, describing her emotional state as she constantly thinks about her separation

from Krishna.

Quick Tip

In the Bhakti tradition of poetry, the divine love story of Radha and Krishna is a primary

subject. Radha represents the human soul yearning for the divine (Krishna).

59. The rich man left home because he wanted to earn more

(A) respect

(B) money
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(C) diamond

(D) gold

Correct Answer: (A)

Solution: In the story ”The Empty Pot,” the protagonist is a rich man who is unhappy

because he feels he lacks the respect of his community. He leaves home on a quest, not for

more material wealth, but to find something that will earn him genuine admiration and honor

from others.

Quick Tip

Many folk tales and fables carry a moral lesson that true value lies in character and

virtues like respect and honesty, rather than in material possessions.

60. The Koel’s songs are compared to a rain of

(A) water

(B) fire

(C) sparks

(D) emotions

Correct Answer: (D)

Solution: In Puran Singh’s poem ”Koel,” the song of the black cuckoo is not just a sound but

a powerful force. It is described as being so full of passion and longing that it sets the

speaker’s soul on fire, comparing its intense impact to a rain of powerful emotions.

Quick Tip

Poets often use metaphors to compare sounds to abstract feelings. The Koel’s song isn’t

just heard; it’s felt deeply, hence the comparison to emotions.

61. They looked .......................... me for help.
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(A) for

(B) at

(C) to

(D) into

Correct Answer: (C)

Solution: The phrasal verb ”to look to someone for something” means to rely on or depend

on them for help or advice. The correct preposition to use in this context is ”to.”

Quick Tip

Learn prepositions as part of phrasal verbs: look at (see), look for (search), look after

(take care of), look to (rely on).

62. I am proud .......................... my son.

(A) on

(B) of

(C) at

(D) upon

Correct Answer: (B)

Solution: The adjective ”proud” is always followed by the preposition ”of” when referring

to the person or thing that is the source of the pride. The correct phrase is ”proud of.”

Quick Tip

Certain adjectives are always paired with specific prepositions. This is a common pat-

tern to memorize: proud of, angry with, good at, interested in.

63. My friend was annoyed .......................... me.

(A) at
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(B) with

(C) from

(D) on

Correct Answer: (B)

Solution: The correct preposition to use with ”annoyed” depends on the object. You are

”annoyed with” a person, and ”annoyed at” or ”annoyed by” a thing or a situation. Since the

object is ”me” (a person), the correct preposition is ”with.”

Quick Tip

Remember the rule: annoyed with a person, annoyed at/by a thing.

64. We should take care .......................... our health.

(A) on

(B) of

(C) at

(D) upon

Correct Answer: (B)

Solution: The phrasal verb ”to take care of” means to look after or be responsible for

something or someone. The correct preposition is ”of.”

Quick Tip

”Take care of” is a fixed phrase. It’s a very common phrasal verb to memorize as a

single unit.

65. He died .......................... cholera.

(A) of

(B) by
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(C) from

(D) for

Correct Answer: (A)

Solution: When referring to death as a direct result of a disease, the preposition ”of” is used.

For example, ”died of cancer,” ”died of a heart attack,” ”died of cholera.” ”Died from” is

typically used for indirect causes (e.g., ”died from his injuries”).

Quick Tip

Rule of thumb: Die of a disease. Die from a wound/indirect cause. Die by an action

(e.g., by the sword). Die for a cause.

66. Sheela is good .......................... English.

(A) on

(B) at

(C) in

(D) to

Correct Answer: (B)

Solution: To describe skill or proficiency in a particular subject or activity, the phrase ”good

at” is used. For example, ”good at math,” ”good at swimming,” ”good at English.”

Quick Tip

While you might say ”fluent in English,” when using the adjective ”good,” the correct

preposition is always ”at” to denote a skill.

67. I congratulated him .......................... his success.

(A) at

(B) for
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(C) on

(D) to

Correct Answer: (C)

Solution: The verb ”congratulate” is followed by the preposition ”on” when specifying the

reason for the congratulations. The correct structure is ”to congratulate someone on

something.”

Quick Tip

Always remember the fixed phrase: Congratulate on.

68. Choose the correct antonym of ’Victorious’ –

(A) Defeated

(B) Annexed

(C) Destroyed

(D) Winner

Correct Answer: (A)

Solution: ’Victorious’ means having won a victory; triumphant. The direct opposite, or

antonym, of winning is losing. ’Defeated’ means having been beaten in a battle or contest.

Quick Tip

An antonym is a word with the exact opposite meaning. ’Winner’ is a synonym. ’An-

nexed’ and ’Destroyed’ are related to conflict but are not direct opposites of ’Victori-

ous’.

69. Choose the correct antonym of ’Confess’ –

(A) Deny

(B) Assert

(C) Contest
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(D) Contend

Correct Answer: (A)

Solution: To ’confess’ means to admit or acknowledge something, typically something

wrong or embarrassing. The direct antonym is to refuse to admit something, which is to

’deny’.

Quick Tip

Think in simple terms: Confess = ”I did it.” Deny = ”I didn’t do it.”

70. Choose the correct synonym of ’Triumph’ –

(A) Excitement

(B) Victory

(C) Gain

(D) Joy

Correct Answer: (B)

Solution: A ’triumph’ is a great victory or achievement. Therefore, ’victory’ is a direct

synonym. While a triumph can bring excitement, gain, and joy, these are results of the

triumph, not the definition of the word itself.

Quick Tip

A synonym is a word with the same or nearly the same meaning. Be careful to distin-

guish between the word’s meaning and the feelings or results associated with it.

71. Choose the correct synonym of ’Outstanding’ –

(A) Admirable

(B) Distinguished

(C) Notorious
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(D) Interesting

Correct Answer: (B)

Solution: ’Outstanding’ means exceptionally good or prominent. ’Distinguished’ means

successful, authoritative, and commanding great respect. It is the closest synonym among the

options, conveying a similar sense of high quality and prominence. ’Admirable’ is close, but

’distinguished’ better captures the sense of standing out from the rest.

Quick Tip

’Notorious’ is a ”false friend” here—it means famous for something *bad*, so it’s a

type of antonym in a positive context.

72. Active voice of : By whom was this book given to you ?

(A) Who gave you this book ?

(B) Who given you this book ?

(C) Who has given this book ?

(D) Book given by who ?

Correct Answer: (A)

Solution: The passive sentence is in the simple past tense (”was...given”). To convert to

active voice, we need to use the simple past tense of the verb ”give,” which is ”gave.” The

passive object ”by whom” becomes the active subject ”Who.” Therefore, the correct active

form is ”Who gave you this book?”

Quick Tip

When converting questions from passive to active, match the tense. ”Was given” (pas-

sive past) becomes ”gave” (active past). ”Is given” (passive present) becomes ”gives”

(active present).
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73. Active voice of : The room was cleaned.

(A) The cleaner cleaned the room

(B) The room should be cleaned

(C) I cleaned the room

(D) Someone cleaned the room

Correct Answer: (D)

Solution: The passive sentence ”The room was cleaned” does not specify who performed

the action. When the agent is unknown, we use an indefinite pronoun like ”someone” or

”somebody” as the subject in the active voice. The tense is simple past (”was cleaned”), so

the active verb is ”cleaned.” This makes ”Someone cleaned the room” the most appropriate

active form.

Quick Tip

If the passive voice sentence doesn’t have a ”by...” phrase (e.g., ”by the cleaner”), you

must introduce a general subject like ”someone,” ”people,” or ”they” when converting

to active voice.

74. Passive voice of : The flowers have been watered by the gardener.

(A) The gardener has watered the flowers

(B) The flowers watering by the gardener

(C) The flowers are watered at the garden

(D) Gardener is watering the flowers

Correct Answer: (A)

Solution: The passive sentence is in the present perfect tense (”have been watered”). To

convert to the active voice, we use the active present perfect (”has watered”). The object ”by

the gardener” becomes the subject. The subject ”The flowers” (plural) becomes the object.

Since ”The gardener” is a singular subject, we use ”has.” The correct sentence is ”The

gardener has watered the flowers.”
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Quick Tip

To convert from passive to active, reverse the subject and object. The ”be” verb is

removed, and the main verb tense is adjusted to its active form (e.g., have been watered

→ has watered).

75. Passive voice of : Did he buy a car ?

(A) Was a car bought by him ?

(B) Did car bought by him ?

(C) Did a car bought by him ?

(D) Were a car bought by him ?

Correct Answer: (A)

Solution: The active sentence is a question in the simple past tense (”Did... buy”). To make

it passive, the object ”a car” becomes the subject. The passive form for a simple past question

is ”Was/Were + subject + past participle.” Since ”a car” is singular, we use ”Was.” The past

participle of ”buy” is ”bought.” So the correct question is ”Was a car bought by him?”

Quick Tip

When passivizing questions, the ”be” verb (was, is, are) moves to the front, just like the

”do/did” verb in the active question.

76. Passive voice of : He had written a poem.

(A) A poem has written by him

(B) A poem had written by him

(C) A poem had been written by him

(D) A poem has been written by him

Correct Answer: (C)

Solution: The active sentence is in the past perfect tense (”had written”). The structure for

the passive past perfect is ”had been + past participle.” The object ”a poem” becomes the
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subject. The subject ”He” becomes the object ”by him.” Therefore, the correct passive

sentence is ”A poem had been written by him.”

Quick Tip

To form the passive, always add the appropriate form of the verb ”to be” and keep the

main verb as the past participle. For perfect tenses, you will add ”been.”

77. Passive voice of : Please help me, as I am in need.

(A) I must be helped as I am in need

(B) I have to be helped as I am in need

(C) I may be helped as I am in need

(D) You are requested to help me as I am in need

Correct Answer: (D)

Solution: Imperative sentences (commands or requests) that start with ”Please” or ”Kindly”

are converted to the passive voice using the phrase ”You are requested to...” The rest of the

sentence structure then remains the same. The second clause ”as I am in need” is descriptive

and does not change.

Quick Tip

For imperative sentences, the passive form depends on the tone:

• Request (Please...): ”You are requested to...”

• Order (Do this!): ”Let this be done” or ”You are ordered to...”

• Advice (Help the poor): ”The poor should be helped.”

78. Direct speech of : Hari asked Sheela if she had taught her sister.

(A) Hari said to Sheela, ”Did you teach my sister ?”

(B) Hari said to Sheela, ”Do you teach his sister ?”
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(C) Hari said to Sheela, ”Do you teach my sister ?”

(D) Hari said to Sheela, ”Have you taught your sister ?”

Correct Answer: (D)

Solution: The reported speech is in the past perfect tense (”had taught”), which means the

original direct speech was likely in the present perfect tense (”have taught”) or simple past

tense (”did teach”). The word ”if” indicates a yes/no question. ”her sister” in reported speech

refers to ”your sister” in direct speech when speaking to Sheela. Option (D) correctly uses

the present perfect tense and the right pronoun: ”Have you taught your sister?”

Quick Tip

When converting indirect to direct speech, remember the ”backshift” in reverse. Past

perfect (”had done”) often comes from present perfect (”have done”) or simple past

(”did”).

79. Direct speech of : She prayed that God might save him.

(A) She said, ”May God save him !”

(B) She says, ”Should God save him ?”

(C) She asks, ”Do God save him ?”

(D) She says, ”Would God save him ?”.

Correct Answer: (A)

Solution: The reported verb ”prayed” indicates that the original sentence was an optative

sentence (expressing a wish or prayer). Such sentences in direct speech often begin with

”May.” The modal ”might” in indirect speech corresponds to ”May” in direct speech.

Therefore, the correct form is ’She said, ”May God save him !”’

Quick Tip

Prayers, wishes, and curses in direct speech usually start with ”May.” In indirect speech,

this changes to ”might” and the reporting verb becomes ”prayed,” ”wished,” or ”cursed.”
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80. Direct speech of : He asked me if I knew him.

(A) He said to me, ”Did you know me ?”

(B) He said to me, ”Do you know me ?”

(C) He enquired me, ”Did you knew me ?”

(D) He asked me, ”Do you known me ?”

Correct Answer: (B)

Solution: The reported speech uses the simple past tense (”knew”). This indicates that the

original direct speech was in the simple present tense (”know”). The ”if” shows it was a

yes/no question. Therefore, the simple past ”knew” reverts to the simple present ”Do you

know...”. The pronoun ”him” reverts to ”me.” The correct direct speech is ’He said to me,

”Do you know me ?”’

Quick Tip

Simple Past in indirect speech (”knew”) usually comes from Simple Present in direct

speech (”know/do you know”).

81. Indirect speech of : I said to him, ”Why are you working so hard ?”

(A) I asked him why he was working so hard

(B) I asked him why was he working so hard

(C) I asked him why had he been working so hard

(D) I asked him why he had been working so hard

Correct Answer: (A)

Solution: When converting a question to indirect speech, the question form (verb before

subject) changes to a statement form (subject before verb). The reporting verb becomes

”asked.” The present continuous tense (”are working”) backshifts to the past continuous

tense (”was working”). ”you” changes to ”he.” This makes the correct sentence ”I asked him

why he was working so hard.”
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Quick Tip

A common mistake is keeping the question word order (like in option B). In indirect

questions, always use statement word order: conjunction + subject + verb.

82. Indirect speech of : He said, ”I went home yesterday.”

(A) He said that he went home yesterday

(B) He said that he had gone home the previous day

(C) He said that he had gone home yesterday

(D) He said that he had been going home previous day

Correct Answer: (B)

Solution: In indirect speech, the simple past tense (”went”) backshifts to the past perfect

tense (”had gone”). Adverbs of time also change: ”yesterday” becomes ”the previous day.”

Therefore, the correct sentence is ”He said that he had gone home the previous day.”

Quick Tip

Remember to change both the verb tense and the time/place adverbs when converting

to indirect speech. Yesterday → the previous day; Tomorrow → the next day; Now →

then.

83. Indirect speech of : She said to her daughter, ”Study well to get success in your life.”

(A) She advised her daughter to study well to get success in her life

(B) She advised her daughter to study well to get success in his life

(C) She advised her daughter to get success in life

(D) She advised her daughter to studying well to get success in her life

Correct Answer: (A)

Solution: This is an imperative sentence giving advice. The reporting verb ”said to” changes

to ”advised.” The imperative verb ”Study” changes to the infinitive ”to study.” The pronoun

45



”your” changes to ”her” to match the object ”daughter.” The full correct sentence is ”She

advised her daughter to study well to get success in her life.”

Quick Tip

For imperative sentences (commands, advice, requests), the main verb in direct speech

is converted to its ”to + verb” form (infinitive) in indirect speech.

84.

(A) I am going to write a letter

(B) I have been writing a letter

(C) I write a letter

(D) I was writing a letter

Correct Answer: (A)

Solution: The Hindi sentence is in the present continuous tense (” ”), indicating an action

that is currently in progress or about to happen. The English equivalent is the present

continuous ”am going to,” which correctly captures this sense of immediate future action.

Quick Tip

The ”raha hai / rahi hai / raha hoon” structure in Hindi almost always translates to the

”-ing” form (present continuous) in English.

85.

(A) The rivers are not be polluted

(B) The rivers were not be polluted

(C) The rivers would not be polluted

(D) The rivers should not be polluted

Correct Answer: (D)
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Solution: The Hindi word ”” expresses obligation, duty, or advisability. The English modal

verb that best conveys this meaning is ”should.” The sentence is a general instruction, so the

passive voice is appropriate. ”The rivers should not be polluted” is the correct translation.

Quick Tip

Remember: = should/must/ought to. It implies a moral or social obligation.

86.

(A) True friend is not available

(B) True friendship is rare

(C) True friend is difficult

(D) It is true to get good friend.

Correct Answer: (B)

Solution: ” ” translates to ”True friendship.” The word ”” means ”rare” or ”hard to find.”

Therefore, the most accurate and natural-sounding English translation is ”True friendship is

rare.”

Quick Tip

Aim for the most natural and common phrasing in the target language. While ”difficult

to find” is technically correct, ”rare” is the more standard and elegant translation for ””.

87. My scissors .......................... not sharp.

(A) is

(B) are

(C) has

(D) was

Correct Answer: (B)
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Solution: Nouns like ’scissors’, ’trousers’, ’spectacles’, and ’pliers’ are plural nouns, even

though they refer to a single item. They are always used with a plural verb. Therefore, the

correct verb is ”are.”

Quick Tip

If a tool or item of clothing consists of two equal parts joined together, it’s usually a

plural noun. To make it singular, you say ”a pair of scissors,” which would then take a

singular verb (e.g., ”This pair of scissors is sharp.”).

88. Keep quiet, we are .......................... to the radio.

(A) listen

(B) listened

(C) will listen

(D) listening

Correct Answer: (D)

Solution: The phrase ”Keep quiet” indicates an action that is happening right now. The main

clause ”we are...” requires a verb form that shows a continuous action in the present. The

present continuous tense is formed with ”are + verb-ing.” Therefore, the correct word is

”listening.”

Quick Tip

Signal phrases like ”Look!”, ”Listen!”, or ”Keep quiet!” are strong indicators that the

present continuous tense is needed.

89. We have not .......................... him for a year.

(A) saw

(B) seen

(C) see
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(D) seeing

Correct Answer: (B)

Solution: The sentence is in the present perfect tense, indicated by the auxiliary verb ”have.”

The present perfect tense is formed with ”have/has + past participle.” The past participle of

the verb ”see” is ”seen.”

Quick Tip

Remember the verb forms: see (base), saw (simple past), seen (past participle). After

”have,” ”has,” or ”had,” always use the past participle.

90. I have .......................... all my savings.

(A) spended

(B) spend

(C) spent

(D) would spent

Correct Answer: (C)

Solution: This sentence is also in the present perfect tense (”I have...”). The verb ”spend” is

an irregular verb. Its past participle is ”spent.” ”Spended” is not a correct word in English.

Quick Tip

Be careful with irregular verbs. Common ones like spend/spent, send/sent, lend/lent

often follow this pattern.

91. They .......................... here a month ago.

(A) come

(B) will come

(C) comes
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(D) came

Correct Answer: (D)

Solution: The phrase ”a month ago” is a specific time marker that indicates a completed

action in the past. Therefore, the simple past tense is required. The simple past of the verb

”come” is ”came.”

Quick Tip

Time markers like ”yesterday,” ”last week,” ”...ago,” and ”in 1999” are clear signals to

use the simple past tense.

92. Sohan was .......................... by a dog.

(A) had bit

(B) bite

(C) bitten

(D) bit

Correct Answer: (C)

Solution: The sentence is in the passive voice (”was... by a dog”). The passive voice is

formed with ”to be + past participle.” The past participle of the irregular verb ”bite” is

”bitten.”

Quick Tip

Remember the forms: bite (base), bit (simple past), bitten (past participle). Passive

sentences always use the past participle.

93. The teacher .......................... English for twenty years.

(A) teach

(B) is teaching
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(C) has been teaching

(D) have been teaching

Correct Answer: (C)

Solution: The phrase ”for twenty years” indicates an action that started in the past and is still

continuing into the present. This requires the present perfect continuous tense. The subject

”The teacher” is singular, so we use ”has.” The correct form is ”has been teaching.”

Quick Tip

Use the present perfect continuous (”has/have been -ing”) for actions that started in the

past and are still in progress. Signal words are ”for” and ”since.”

94. Choose the correctly spelt word :

(A) Incessaently

(B) Incissantly

(C) Incesantly

(D) Incessantly.

Correct Answer: (D)

Solution: The correct spelling is Incessantly, meaning without interruption; constantly. It

has a ’c’, a double ’s’, and ends with ’-antly’.

Quick Tip

Remember the root word ’cease’ (to stop) and the prefix ’in-’ (not). ’Incessant’ means

’not stopping’.

95. Choose the correctly spelt word :

(A) Immediatly

(B) Immediately
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(C) Imediately

(D) Immedeatly

Correct Answer: (B)

Solution: The correct spelling is Immediately. A common mistake is to forget the second

’m’ or the ’e’ after the ’d’.

Quick Tip

Break it down: Im-mediate-ly. Remembering the root word ’mediate’ helps get the

middle part right.

96. Choose the correctly spelt word :

(A) Admissable

(B) Admisible

(C) Admissible

(D) Addmissible

Correct Answer: (C)

Solution: The correct spelling is Admissible. It comes from the root ’admit’ and ends with

the suffix ’-ible’, not ’-able’.

Quick Tip

Words related to ’permission’ or ’admission’ often end in ’-issible’ (e.g., permissible,

transmissible).

97. Choose the correctly spelt word :

(A) Autonomouse

(B) Autonomous

(C) Autonomes
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(D) Autonomus

Correct Answer: (B)

Solution: The correct spelling is Autonomous, which means having the freedom to govern

itself or control its own affairs. It ends with ’-ous’.

Quick Tip

The word combines ’auto-’ (self) and ’-nomos’ (law). The ending ’-ous’ is a common

adjectival suffix (e.g., famous, dangerous).

98. Choose the correctly spelt word :

(A) Cessettee

(B) Cassette

(C) Cassatte

(D) Casete

Correct Answer: (B)

Solution: The correct spelling is Cassette. It has a double ’s’ and ends with ’-ette’.

Quick Tip

The ’-ette’ ending is often used for smaller versions of things (e.g., cigarette, kitch-

enette).

99. Choose the correctly spelt word :

(A) Bibliography

(B) Bebliography

(C) Bebleography

(D) Bibleographe

Correct Answer: (A)
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Solution: The correct spelling is Bibliography. It comes from the Greek roots ’biblion’

(book) and ’-graphia’ (writing).

Quick Tip

Think of the word ”Bible” to remember the ”Biblio-” prefix that relates to books.

100. Choose the correctly spelt word :

(A) Acceelerate

(B) Acelerate

(C) Accelerate

(D) Acellrate

Correct Answer: (C)

Solution: The correct spelling is Accelerate. It has a double ’c’ but a single ’l’.

Quick Tip

A common spelling trap! Remember the pattern: two ’c’s, one ’l’.

SECTION – B

(Descriptive Type Questions)

1.

Read the following passage carefully and answer the questions that follow :

It was a chilly winter night. Saint Socrates was preaching his disciples. His wife asked him

to end the discourse. Socrates did not oblige her. At midnight she got angry. She took a

bucket of water and poured it on him. Socrates was just laughing. But his disciples were

annoyed with the preceptress. Socrates told them, ”I am a saint who is expected not to lose

patience and temper even in precarious situation. My wife tested me and I got success. She is
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my preceptor. Don’t revile her”. Having heard this, she fell on the feet of Socrates and

begged for his pardon. Since then she became a good wife and a humane woman.

Questions :

i) What was Socrates doing at midnight ?

Solution: According to the passage, at midnight, Socrates was still preaching to his disciples.

Quick Tip

For direct questions like ”What was... doing?”, scan the text for the subject (Socrates)

and the time (midnight) to locate the exact sentence describing his action.

ii) What did his wife do ?

Solution: After Socrates did not end his discourse as she asked, his wife got angry at

midnight, took a bucket of water, and poured it on him.

Quick Tip

Identify the key actions associated with a character. The passage states, ”She took a

bucket of water and poured it on him.” This is the direct answer.

iii) What did he explain to his disciples ?

Solution: He explained to his disciples that as a saint, he is expected to remain patient even

in difficult situations. He said that his wife had tested his patience and he had succeeded. He

called her his preceptor (teacher) for providing this test and told his disciples not to criticize

her.

Quick Tip

Look for direct quotes or reported speech following the phrase ”Socrates told them” or

similar constructions to find the explanation he gave.
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iv) Why were his disciples annoyed ?

Solution: His disciples were annoyed with Socrates’ wife (the preceptress) because she had

poured a bucket of water on their teacher while he was preaching.

Quick Tip

The text explicitly states, ”But his disciples were annoyed with the preceptress.” The

reason is the action described immediately before this sentence.

OR

Once Amar Singh, the General of Shah Jahan’s army, was passing through a desert. He saw a

desperate man dying out of thirst. Amar Singh gave him water to drink. The man was now

relaxed. He had got new life. He said to him, ’Amar Singh, you saved my life. I am a Pathan

named Narshahwaj Khan. I will shed my blood for you and your family, if needed.’ The

Pathan proved true to his word. When Amar Singh was killed treacherously and his dead

body was captured by Shah Jahan, Narshahwaj Khan came with his army and fought against

the vast army of Shah Jahan. He with his entire army was killed in the battle. But, he

immortalized the tale of gratitude and friendship.

Questions :

i) Who was Amar Singh and who was Narshahwaj Khan ?

Solution: Amar Singh was the General of Shah Jahan’s army. Narshahwaj Khan was a

Pathan whose life was saved by Amar Singh.

Quick Tip

The first few sentences of a passage often introduce the main characters. Scan the

beginning of the text to find their identities.
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ii) How did Amar Singh save his life ?

Solution: The question likely means ”How did Amar Singh save Narshahwaj Khan’s life?”.

Amar Singh saved his life by giving him water to drink when he was dying of thirst in the

desert.

Quick Tip

Identify the problem and solution in the text. The problem was the man was ”dying out

of thirst.” The solution was ”Amar Singh gave him water to drink.”

iii) What did Narshahwaj Khan say to Amar Singh ?

Solution: Narshahwaj Khan told Amar Singh that he had saved his life and introduced

himself. He then pledged his loyalty by saying, ”I will shed my blood for you and your

family, if needed.”

Quick Tip

Look for quotation marks or introductory phrases like ”He said to him” to find the exact

words spoken by a character.

iv) How did Narshahwaj Khan return the obligation of Amar Singh ?

Solution: Narshahwaj Khan returned the obligation by proving true to his word. After Amar

Singh was killed, Khan and his army fought against Shah Jahan’s vast army to defend Amar

Singh’s honor. He and his entire army were killed in the battle, demonstrating the ultimate

act of gratitude.

Quick Tip

To answer ”how,” look for the action that fulfills a promise or resolves a situation.

Khan’s promise to ”shed his blood” was fulfilled when he ”fought against the vast army.”

2. Read the following passage carefully and answer the questions that follow :
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There was a pious peasant in Russia, satisfied with his limited means. Once an imp stole

his only piece of bread. The peasant drank a glassful of water and felt happy. The imp

got irritated. He disguised himself and worked with the peasant as his servant. On his

advice the peasant produced good crop. The imp then instigated him to prepare wine

from the surplus corn. The peasant did so. He invited his friends and began to make

merry. Under the effect of intoxication, the peasant lost good senses. He abused his

beloved wife and quarrelled with his friends. He fell into mud and grunted like a pig. It’s

true ; when you have limited means, the animal within you is under control. If you

possess means or power more than your needs, you get corrupt and your fall is inevitable.

Questions :

i) What sort of man was the peasant ?

Solution: The peasant was a pious and satisfied man, content with his limited means.

Quick Tip

The first sentence of a story often provides a direct description of the main character’s

initial state or personality.

ii) What did the imp advise him ?

Solution: The passage states that ”On his advice the peasant produced good crop.” Later, the

imp instigated (advised) him to prepare wine from the surplus corn.

Quick Tip

Look for key phrases like ”on his advice” or ”instigated him to” to find the specific

counsel given by one character to another.

iii) Why did the peasant abuse his beloved wife ?
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Solution: The peasant abused his beloved wife because he was under the effect of

intoxication from the wine he had made, which caused him to lose his good senses.

Quick Tip

Identify cause and effect. The text says, ”Under the effect of intoxication, the peasant

lost good senses. He abused his beloved wife...” The intoxication is the cause.

iv) What lesson do you get from the story ?

Solution: The lesson from the story is that possessing more than you need can lead to

corruption and ruin. When a person has limited means, their baser instincts (”the animal

within”) are kept in check, but excess wealth or power can lead to a moral downfall.

Quick Tip

The moral or lesson of a fable is often stated explicitly at the end. The final two sen-

tences of this passage directly spell out the story’s message.

OR

2. Read the following passage carefully and answer the questions that follow :

The concept of renewable energy has gained significant attention in recent years to

reduce the dependence on fossil fuels and combat climate change. Solar, wind,

hydroelectric, geothermal and biomass are examples of renewable energy sources. These

sources are considered renewable because they can be replenished naturally, unlike fossil

fuels, which take millions of years to form and are finite. One of the main advantages of

renewable energy is that it is environmentally friendly. Renewable energy sources do not

produce greenhouse gases, which contribute to climate change. They also do not produce

harmful air pollutants like sulphur dioxide and nitrogen oxide.

Questions :
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i) What is renewable energy ?

Solution: Renewable energy is the type of energy that can be replenished naturally and is not

finite, unlike fossil fuels.

Quick Tip

Focus on definitions given at the beginning of the passage when asked ”What is...?”.

ii) What are the examples of renewable energy sources ?

Solution: The examples of renewable energy sources are solar, wind, hydroelectric,

geothermal, and biomass.

Quick Tip

Examples are usually listed in sequence with commas. Look for “are examples of. . . ”

in the passage.

iii) What is the main advantage of renewable energy ?

Solution: The main advantage of renewable energy is that it is environmentally friendly and

does not produce greenhouse gases that contribute to climate change.

Quick Tip

When asked about “main advantage,” look for phrases like “one of the main advantages”

in the passage.

iv) Give two examples of harmful air pollutants.

Solution: Two examples of harmful air pollutants are sulphur dioxide and nitrogen oxide.
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Quick Tip

Pollutants are often mentioned at the end of environmental passages. Scan the last lines

for chemical names.

3. Read the following poem carefully and answer the questions that follow :

Sometimes I feel all thin inside

Insufficient, small ;

I feel when people look at me,

They don’t see me at all.

I feel that all my beauty’s lost

On cold, indifferent eyes

And offering what I want to give

Would only be unwise.

But then a friend will greet me.

And my inner life will bloom

It only takes but one kind word

To sweep away the gloom !

Questions :

i) What does ‘indifferent’ mean ?

ii) What is this poem about ?

iii) What does the poet feel sometimes ?

Solution:

Answer i): The word ’indifferent’ means having no particular interest or sympathy;

unconcerned. In the poem, ”cold, indifferent eyes” refers to people looking at the poet

without any feeling or care, which makes the poet feel unseen and unappreciated.

Answer ii): This poem is about the feelings of insecurity, low self-worth, and loneliness. It

describes the internal struggle of feeling invisible and undervalued. However, it also
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highlights the profound and immediate positive impact that a simple act of kindness from a

friend—like a greeting or a kind word—can have on one’s spirit, dispelling sadness and

bringing inner happiness.

Answer iii): Sometimes, the poet feels ”thin inside,” ”insufficient,” and ”small.” They feel

that their presence is not truly seen or acknowledged by others, leading to a sense of gloom

and the feeling that their beauty and offerings are lost on an uncaring world.

Quick Tip

When analyzing poetry, pay attention to the shift in tone. This poem shifts from a tone

of sadness and insecurity to one of hope and warmth. Identifying this ”turn” (often

marked by words like ”But” or ”Yet”) is key to understanding the central message—in

this case, the power of kindness to overcome negative feelings.

OR

3. Read the following poem carefully and answer the questions that follow :

When the Snow Is Falling

When the snow’s falling, it looks pretty

It looks like a big white blanket

That covers all of New York state.

When the snow falls

The snowflakes are all different shapes and sizes

You always hope school’s out

So you can build a snowman and have

A grand old time.

Questions :

i) How does it look when the snow is falling ?
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Solution: According to the poem, when the snow is falling, it looks pretty. It also looks like

a big white blanket covering everything.

Quick Tip

The first few lines of a poem often set the scene and provide the main visual description.

Look there for answers about appearance.

ii) What do you wish to build ?

Solution: The poem says that you hope school is out so you can build a snowman.

Quick Tip

Look for words like ”hope,” ”wish,” or ”want” to find the desires or intentions expressed

in the text.

iii) How are the snowflakes ?

Solution: The poem states that the snowflakes are all different shapes and sizes.

Quick Tip

Direct descriptive phrases in the text are the key to answering ”how are...” or ”what

are... like” questions.

Direction for question 4: Answer any five of the following questions

4. a) Why does the author say that copying American films is wrong ?

Solution: The author likely states that copying American films is wrong because it stifles

local creativity and prevents the development of a unique cultural identity in cinema. It can

lead to a loss of original storytelling that reflects the society’s own values, issues, and

traditions, replacing them with foreign narratives that may not be relevant.

63



b) How does Humayun Kabir define civilization ?

Solution: Humayun Kabir likely defines civilization as a state of society characterized not

just by material or technological advancement, but by social order, the rule of law, and a

collective sense of security. It is the condition where people can live together in harmony,

free from the constant fear of violence, allowing for the flourishing of art, culture, and

science.

c) Did the old woman succeed in her effort ?

Solution: (Assuming the context of a story about perseverance) Yes, the old woman

succeeded in her effort. Through her unwavering determination and resilience in the face of

numerous obstacles, she was finally able to achieve her goal, proving that persistence is key

to success.

d) Why does Aris say that the Nobel prize for peace belongs to all the people of Burma ?

Solution: Alexander Aris, on behalf of his mother Aung San Suu Kyi, says the Nobel Prize

for Peace belongs to all the people of Burma because it was a recognition of their collective,

non-violent struggle for democracy and human rights. He emphasized that his mother was a

symbol of this popular movement and that the award honored the courage and sacrifice of

every individual involved in it.

e) How does the poem ’Martha’ end ?

Solution: The poem ’Martha’ by Walter de la Mare ends on a quiet, dream-like note. After

Martha has finished telling her stories, a hush falls over her and her listeners. The beauty and

tranquility of her tales linger in their minds, fading gently ”like a dream when the day is

done,” leaving a lasting sense of peace and wonder.

f) Do you think that the Koel symbolises true love ?

Solution: In much of Indian literature, the Koel (cuckoo) is a powerful symbol of love and

longing, and its song is often associated with the arrival of spring and the feelings of

romance. Therefore, one can argue that it symbolises true love, representing the passionate

and sometimes painful call of a lover for their beloved.

g) Why was the man not content, though he was very rich ?
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Solution: The man was not content despite his great wealth because material possessions

cannot provide true happiness. He likely lacked meaningful relationships, a sense of

purpose, or inner peace. His richness was only external, leaving him feeling empty and

unfulfilled on the inside.

h) Who, according to Alexander Pope, is a happy man ?

Solution: According to Alexander Pope’s poem ”Ode on Solitude,” a happy man is one who

lives a simple, self-sufficient life on his own land, away from the complexities and pressures

of public life. He is content with the basics—food from his fields, clothes from his flock, and

shade from his own trees—and desires neither fame nor fortune, living and dying in quiet

obscurity.

i) Was the narrator honest in his relation with his girlfriend ?

Solution: (Assuming a context of narrative conflict) The narrator was likely not entirely

honest in his relationship. He may have hidden his true feelings, concealed parts of his past,

or failed to communicate openly, leading to misunderstandings and emotional distance

between him and his girlfriend.

j) What is the mother’s advice to her daughter ?

Solution: The mother’s advice to her daughter is likely a blend of practical wisdom and

heartfelt guidance. She probably advises her daughter to be strong and independent, to value

her self-worth, to choose her path in life wisely, and to navigate challenges with grace and

integrity.

Quick Tip

For literature questions, always try to recall the central theme of the text. Whether it’s

a poem, a story, or an essay, connecting your answer to the main idea (e.g., the struggle

for democracy, the nature of true happiness) will make it stronger and more focused.

5. Write a paragraph on any one of the following in about 60–70 words : 1 × 5 = 5

i) Save Trees
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Answer: Trees are the lifeline of our planet as they give us oxygen, food, and shelter. They

also reduce pollution, prevent soil erosion, and provide shade and cool air. Unfortunately,

deforestation is destroying forests at an alarming rate. We must plant more trees and protect

the existing ones. Saving trees means saving life on earth because without them survival of

humans and animals will become impossible.

Quick Tip

When writing about “Save Trees,” focus on benefits like oxygen, shelter, and environ-

ment. Always end with a call to action such as planting or protecting trees.

ii) Rising Pollution

Answer: Pollution is increasing every day due to industrial growth, vehicles, and

deforestation. Air, water, and soil pollution are damaging human health and the environment.

Rising pollution leads to diseases like asthma, cancer, and heart problems. It also affects

plants, animals, and climate. To control pollution, we should use clean energy, reduce

plastic, recycle waste, and plant trees. A clean environment ensures a healthy and happy life.

Quick Tip

When writing about pollution, always mention its causes, effects, and solutions. This

structure makes the paragraph balanced and clear.

iii) Importance of Games and Sports

Answer: Games and sports are very important for students and people of all ages. They keep

our body fit, mind active, and teach discipline, teamwork, and leadership. Playing regularly

improves concentration and reduces stress. Sports also give us opportunities to represent our

school, state, or country. A person who plays games remains energetic and cheerful. Thus,

games and sports are as important as studies in our daily life.

Quick Tip

In such topics, highlight both physical and mental benefits. Adding values like team-

work, discipline, and leadership makes the answer stronger.
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iv) Advantages and Disadvantages of Mobile Phone

Answer: Mobile phones have become an important part of our lives. They help us

communicate instantly, access the internet, study online, and entertain ourselves. However,

excessive use of mobile phones has disadvantages too. It can harm our eyes, reduce

concentration, and cause addiction. Students often waste time on games and social media.

Therefore, mobiles should be used wisely so that we enjoy their benefits without suffering

from their drawbacks.

Quick Tip

For “advantages and disadvantages,” always balance your points. End with a concluding

sentence about wise usage.

v) A Friend in Need is a Friend Indeed

Answer: True friendship is tested in times of difficulty. A friend who helps us in trouble is a

real friend. Such friends give us strength, support, and confidence when we are weak or

lonely. A selfish friend will leave us in hard times, but a true friend will stand by us always.

Hence, it is rightly said that a friend in need is a friend indeed.

Quick Tip

When asked about proverbs, start by explaining it, then give examples or situations, and

finish with a moral statement.

6. Write a notice in about 60 - 70 words regarding the wristwatch you have lost while

playing cricket.

Solution:
NOTICE

St. Xavier’s School, Patna

LOST! LOST! LOST!

Date: 13 September 2025

This is to inform all students that a silver Titan wristwatch with a black leather strap

was lost on the school playground yesterday, 12th September, during the cricket practice
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session around 4 PM. The finder is requested to kindly deposit it at the school’s lost and

found department or contact the undersigned. A suitable reward is promised.

(Your Name)

Class X

Quick Tip

For a notice, always include the key information: what was lost/found, where, when,

and who to contact. Using a box and a clear heading like ”NOTICE” makes it stand out.

7. Write a report in about 60 - 70 words about your visit to the pandemic affected

localities in Muzaffarpur.

Solution:

Visit to Pandemic-Hit Areas

By a Staff Correspondent

Muzaffarpur, 13 September 2025: Our team visited several pandemic-affected localities in

Muzaffarpur yesterday. The situation remains grim, with many families struggling for basic

necessities like food and medicine. Social distancing norms were difficult to maintain in the

crowded lanes. While government relief teams were present, local NGOs are playing a

crucial role in distributing aid and raising awareness. More coordinated efforts are urgently

needed.

Quick Tip

A report should be factual and concise. Start with a headline, followed by the place and

date. Write in the third person and present the information clearly and objectively.

8. Write an application to the Principal of your school requesting him to give

permission to the students of your class to go for an excursion trip to Rajgir.

Solution:
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To,

The Principal,

Delhi Public School,

Patna.

Date: 13 September 2025

Subject: Request for permission for an excursion trip.

Respected Sir,

With due respect, we, the students of Class X, would like to request your permission to go on

an educational excursion trip to Rajgir. This trip would be highly beneficial for us as it will

provide practical insight into our history lessons. We assure you that we will maintain utmost

discipline.

We kindly request you to grant us permission.

Thanking you,

Yours obediently,

The Students of Class X

Quick Tip

Formal applications must follow a strict format. Include the recipient’s address, date,

subject, a respectful salutation, the body of the letter, and a proper closing.

9. Write a letter to your younger brother, advising him to pay due attention to his

studies.

Solution:

15, Boring Road,

Patna - 800001.

13 September 2025

My dear Rohan,
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I hope this letter finds you well. I received your progress report yesterday, and I am a little

concerned about your grades. Remember, dear brother, that a good education is the

foundation for a successful future. It is important to pay due attention to your studies now.

Create a schedule, balance play and study, and don’t hesitate to ask teachers for help.

I am confident you can do better. Work hard.

With best wishes,

Your loving brother,

(Your Name)

Quick Tip

An informal letter should have a friendly and personal tone. Start with your address and

the date. Use a warm salutation and closing. The advice should be encouraging, not

scolding.

10. You are Swapnil. Write a speech in about 60 - 70 words on ’Teenagers and Health’.

Solution:

Teenagers and Health

Good morning, respected teachers and my dear friends. I am Swapnil. Today, I want to talk

about a vital topic: our health. As teenagers, it is crucial to build healthy habits. This means

eating a balanced diet, exercising regularly, and getting enough sleep. Our mental health is

just as important. Let’s talk about our feelings and support each other. A healthy today leads

to a happy tomorrow.

Thank you.

Quick Tip

A speech should be engaging. Start by addressing the audience. Keep your sentences

clear and impactful. End with a strong concluding line and thank the audience.
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11. You are Shalini. Write a message in about 30 - 40 words asking your friend to come

to your house for your Birthday party.

Solution:

Date: 13 Sep 2025 Time: 6:00 PM

Hi Priya,

I’m so excited to invite you to my birthday party this Saturday, 15th September, at my

house from 7 PM. We’ll have music, games, and dinner. Your presence will make my day

special. Please come!

Shalini

Quick Tip

A message should be brief and to the point. Include the date and time. Clearly state the

purpose of the message (the invitation), the event details (date, time, place), and who

it’s from.
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