CAT EXAM STRUCTURE

EXAM STRUCTURE

& PATTERN ANALYSIS

CAT 2026

68 QUESTIONS 204 MARKS
120 MINUTES 3 SECTIONS
40 MIN / SECTION 3 SESSIONS

Quick revision guide for CAT 2026 paper structure, sectional timing, marking and recent pattern changes.

Prepared by Collegedunia for CAT aspirants
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How to Use This Guide

Structure first » application next

Use this guide before full-length mocks. Learn the section limits, understand scoring, then practise the current
format.

Memorise the three sections and their 40-minute limits.

1

) Use question counts to plan section-level attempts.

3 Track MCQ errors because wrong MCQs lose 1 mark.

4 Record timing and recurring pattern mistakes after each mock.

CAT 2026 is currently expected to follow the recent 68-question, 120-minute structure.
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Current expected structure

120 MINUTES

QA 22 QUESTIONS + 66 MARKS
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Fixed clock ¢ no time transfer

80-120 MIN

Each section has its own 40-minute window. Saved time cannot be transferred
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Marking Schem

Correct « wrong ¢ unattempted

Raw Score = (Correct x 3) — (Incorrect MCQs x 1)
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Pattern Changes: 2020-2026

Recent structure at a glance

2024-2025 68 Q « 120 min

~
-
m
O
2
p=
o

QUICI

collegedunia.com




