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1 The CAT Exam Landscape
Goal: A quick overview of what the exam is and why it matters.

The Common Admission Test (CAT) is the gateway to India’s premier manage-
ment institutes (IIMs) and over 1,200 other top B-schools. It tests aptitude, speed,
and decision-making under pressure.

1.1 Registration Essentials
• Timeline:

– Registration: August – September 2025
– Admit Card: November 12, 2025
– Exam Date: November 30, 2025

• Checklist: Ensure you have these before starting:

– Scanned Mark sheets (10th, 12th, Bachelor’s).
– Passport Size Photo (White background, .jpg).
– Signature (Black ink on white paper, .jpg).
– Category Certificate (NC-OBC/SC/ST/EWS) if applicable.

Complete Registration Guide

1.2 The Exam Pattern (At a Glance)
• Total Time: 120 Minutes (Sectional limit: 40 minutes).

• Total Questions: ∼68 (Based on recent trends).

• Marking Scheme:

– +3 for every Correct Answer.
– -1 for every Incorrect MCQ Answer.
– 0 Negative Marking for TITA (Type In The Answer) questions.

Section Questions Duration Good Attempt (99%ile)
VARC 24 40 min 14–16 Questions

DILR 20-22 40 min 10–12 Questions

QA 22 40 min 13–15 Questions

The Ultimate Handbook to 99%ile
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2 Introduction

2.1 Purpose of this Handbook
This ”Collegedunia CATCracker” handbook serves as your comprehensive blueprint.
Whether you are a first-time aspirant or a repeater, this guide covers:

• Demystifying the Process: From registration intricacies to the final exam
day protocol.

• DetailedAnalysis: Breakingdown the syllabus andweightageof every topic.

• Strategy: Providing a clear roadmap to hit the 99th percentile mark.

2.2 Eligibility Criteria
Before applying, ensure you meet the following criteria:

• Academic Qualification: A Bachelor’s Degree with at least 50% marks or
equivalent CGPA (45% for SC, ST, and PwD categories).

• Final Year Students: Candidates appearing for the final year of their Bach-
elor’s degree or awaiting results are also eligible to apply.

• ProfessionalDegrees: Candidateswith professional degrees like CA/CS/ICWA
with the required percentage are also eligible.

Check Detailed Eligibility

2.3 Important Dates
• Notification Release: July 30, 2025

• Registration Window: August 2, 2025 – September 20, 2025

• Admit Card Release: November 12, 2025

• CAT 2025 Exam: November 30, 2025

• Result Declaration: January 2026

View Official Exam Dates

The Ultimate Handbook to 99%ile

https://collegedunia.com/exams/cat/eligibility
https://collegedunia.com/exams/cat/exam-dates


The Collegedunia CAT Cracker 5

2.4 How to Register: Step-by-Step Flowchart

Visit iimcat.ac.in

Register to generate User ID

Login & Fill Application Form

Upload Documents (Photo/Sign)

Pay Registration Fee

Print Confirmation Page

2.5 Application Form Details
The application form is divided into six key sections:

1. Personal Details: Name, Date of Birth, Father’s Name, Category.

2. Academics: 10th, 12th, Graduationmarks. Beprecise; no roundingoffmarks.

3. Work Experience: Enter work experience inmonths as of July 31, 2025. Only
full-time paid experience counts.

4. Programs: Select the IIM programs you wish to apply for. Recommendation:
Select All.

5. Test City: Choose 6 preferred cities.

6. Payment: General Category: ₹2,400; SC/ST/PwD: ₹1,200.

2.6 Admit Card
The Admit Card is the mandatory document for entry into the exam hall. It will
contain:

• Candidate Name and Photo.

• Test City and Centre Address.

The Ultimate Handbook to 99%ile
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• Date and Time Slot (Morning, Afternoon, or Evening).

• Google Maps Link to the centre.

Note: The admit card is released online only. It will not be sent via post.

The Ultimate Handbook to 99%ile
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3 Exam Pattern Decoding

3.1 Sections in CAT
The exam is divided into three distinct sections, appearing in a fixed order. You
cannot switch between sections; you must complete one before moving to the
next.

1. Section 1: Verbal Ability and Reading Comprehension (VARC)

• Focus: Comprehension skills, critical thinking, and English grammar us-
age.

• Composition: ∼65-70% Reading Comprehension (usually 4 passages)
and ∼30-35% Verbal Ability (Para Jumbles, Para Summaries, Odd Sen-
tence Out).

• Challenge: The passages are often dense, drawn from sources like Aeon
Essays, The New York Times, and academic journals.

2. Section 2: Data Interpretation and Logical Reasoning (DILR)

• Focus: Analytical skills and the ability to interpret complex, often miss-
ing, data.

• Composition: Usually 4 sets of 5 questions each (Total 20 questions).
• Types: BarGraphs, LineCharts, Pie Charts, SeatingArrangements, Games
& Tournaments, and Caselets.

3. Section 3: Quantitative Ability (QA)

• Focus: Mathematical aptitude and problem-solving speed.
• Composition: Arithmetic (highestweightage), Algebra, Geometry, Num-
ber Systems, and Modern Math.

• Level: concepts are based on 10th-grademath but require advanced ap-
plication skills.

View Latest Exam Pattern

3.2 Duration and Marking Scheme
• Total Duration: 120 Minutes (2 Hours).

• Sectional Time Limit: 40 Minutes per section. Once the 40 minutes are up,
the screen automatically submits the current section and moves to the next.

• PwD Candidates: Eligible for 13 minutes and 20 seconds extra per section
(Total approx. 160 Minutes).

The Ultimate Handbook to 99%ile
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Marking Matrix

Correct Answer +3 Marks
Incorrect Answer (MCQ) -1 Mark
Incorrect Answer (Non-MCQ/TITA) 0 Marks
Unattempted Question 0 Marks

3.3 Types of Questions
Understanding the format is crucial for devising a risk-management strategy.

3.3.1 Multiple Choice Questions (MCQs)

• These constitute approximately 70-75% of the paper.

• You are provided with 4 options and must select the one correct answer.

• Risk Factor: High. Since there is a negative marking of -1, blind guessing is
strongly discouraged.

3.3.2 Non-MCQs / TITA (Type In The Answer)

• These constitute approximately 25-30% of the paper (approx. 5-8 questions
per section).

• Format: No options are provided. You must solve the question and type the
answer (usually a number) using the on-screen virtual keyboard.

• Advantage: No Negative Marking. These are strategic ”free hits”—you
should attempt all TITA questions, even if you are unsure, as there is no
penalty for getting them wrong.

The Ultimate Handbook to 99%ile
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4 Syllabus Breakdown
While IIMs do not release an official syllabus, the following topics have appeared
consistently over the last 15 years.

4.1 Verbal Ability and Reading Comprehension (VARC)
The VARC section tests your comprehension speed and ability to understand com-
plex arguments.

• Reading Comprehension (RC): (Weightage: ∼70%)

– Genres: Philosophy, Sociology, Psychology, Economics, History, Science,
and Technology.

– Question Types: Main Idea, Inference, Tone of Author, Title of Passage.

• Verbal Ability (VA): (Weightage: ∼30%)

– Para Jumbles: Rearranging 4-5 jumbled sentences to form a coherent
paragraph. (Usually TITA).

– Para Summary: Selecting theoption that best summarizes a short para-
graph.

– Sentence Correction: Identifying grammatical errors (Rare in recent
years but good for basics).

– Vocabulary: Synonyms/Antonyms, Word Usage (Tested indirectly via
RC).

– Odd Sentence Out: Identifying the sentence that does not fit the con-
text of a paragraph.

Download VARC Syllabus PDF

4.2 Data Interpretation and Logical Reasoning (DILR)
This section tests your ability to derive logic from raw data and solve complex
puzzles.

• Data Interpretation (DI):

– Charts: Bar Graphs, Line Charts, Pie Charts, Spider/Radar Charts.
– Tables: Data Tables, Missing Data Tables.
– Caselets: Paragraph-based data blocks requiring extraction of variables.

• Logical Reasoning (LR):

– Arrangements: Linear, Circular, andMatrix-based seating arrangements.
– Puzzles: Blood Relations, Family Trees, Direction Sense.

The Ultimate Handbook to 99%ile
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– Games & Tournaments: Knockout fixtures, League tables, Win-Loss
scenarios.

– Set Theory: Venn Diagrams (2, 3, and 4 variables).

Download DILR Syllabus PDF

4.3 Quantitative Ability (QA)
Math based on Class 9-10 curriculum but with advanced application.

Module Key Topics
Arithmetic Percentages, Profit & Loss, SI/CI, Ratio & Propor-

tion, Averages, Mixtures & Allegations, Time &
Work, Time Speed Distance (TSD).

Algebra Linear Equations, Quadratic Equations, Inequal-
ities, Logarithms, Functions, Graphs, Maxima &
Minima.

Geometry Triangles, Circles, Quadrilaterals, Polygons, Coordi-
nate Geometry, Mensuration (3D Solids).

Number Systems LCM/HCF, Divisibility Rules, Remainders, Factorials,
Unit Digit, Base Systems.

Modern Math Permutations & Combinations, Probability, Set The-
ory, Sequence & Series (AP/GP).

Download QA Syllabus PDF

The Ultimate Handbook to 99%ile
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5 Recommended Books & Resources
To hit the 99th percentile, you need the right material. Here is the Collegedunia-
curated list of standard resources.

5.1 Standard Reference Books

Section Book Title Author / Publisher
VARC How to Prepare for Verbal Abil-

ity and Reading Comprehen-
sion

Arun Sharma &
Meenakshi Upadhyay

VARC Word Power Made Easy (For
Vocabulary)

Norman Lewis

DILR How to Prepare for Data Inter-
pretation for CAT

Arun Sharma

DILR Logical Reasoning andData In-
terpretation for the CAT

Nishit K. Sinha

QA How to Prepare for Quantita-
tive Aptitude for the CAT

Arun Sharma

QA Quantitative Aptitude for the
CAT

Sarvesh K. Verma (Quan-
tum CAT)

5.2 Online Resources
• Reading Practice:

– Aeon Essays (aeon.co): Excellent for philosophy and abstract topics.
– The Hindu / Indian Express: Focus on Editorials.
– Arts & Letters Daily: For diverse academic reading.

• Mock Tests:

– Collegedunia Mock Test Series (Detailed Analytics).
– Previous Year Papers (1990-2024) available on Collegedunia.

Access Free Study Material

The Ultimate Handbook to 99%ile
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6 Proven Tips & Strategies for 99%ile

6.1 The Collegedunia Study Plan
A structured approach beats random practice. Divide your preparation into three
distinct phases.

• Phase 1: Foundation (Jan – May)

– Focus on concept clarity. Don’t worry about speed.
– Quant: Finish Arithmetic and Algebra basics.
– VARC: Read 2 editorials daily. Start ”Word Power Made Easy”.
– DILR: Solve 1 set daily (Start with simple Line/Bar graphs).

• Phase 2: Application & Mocks (June – Aug)

– Start taking Sectional Tests (40 min).
– Introduce Full-length Mocks (1 every 2 weeks).
– Focus on Geometry and Modern Math.
– Goal: Reach 80% syllabus coverage.

• Phase 3: Mastery (Sept – Nov)

– Mock Season: Take 2-3 mocks per week.
– Analyze every mock for at least 3 hours.
– Revision of formula books every Sunday.
– Goal: Maximize accuracy and question selection.

6.2 Mock Test Strategy: The 1-2-3 Rule
Mocks are useless without analysis. Follow the Collegedunia 1-2-3 Rule:

1. 1 Hour of Testing: For every hour of testing, spend...

2. 2 Hours of Analysis: Go through every question.

• Correct Answers: Could you have done it faster?
• Incorrect Answers: Was it a concept gap or a silly mistake?
• Unattempted: Was it actually easy? (These are missed opportunities).

3. 3 Action Points: Note down 3 specific learnings to apply in the next mock.

The Ultimate Handbook to 99%ile
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6.3 Time Management: The 40-Minute Split
Don’t try to solve questions linearly (Q1 to Q22). Use the ”Round Strategy”:

• Round 1 (First 20-25 mins): Scan the paper. Solve only the ”Sitters” (Easy
questions). If a question takes >2 mins, SKIP IT immediately.

• Round 2 (Last 15 mins): Return to the ”Marked for Review” questions that
were moderate in difficulty.

• TITA Strategy: Attempt all TITA questions in Round 2 as they have no nega-
tive marking.

6.4 Day Before Exam: Dos and Don’ts
• DO: Visit your exam center location if possible to estimate travel time.

• DO: Keep your Admit Card, ID Proof, and Photograph ready in a clear bag.

• DON’T: Take a mock test. It will only increase anxiety.

• DON’T: Start a new topic. Trust your preparation.

• DO: Sleep for at least 8 hours. A tired brain makes calculation errors.

6.5 On-the-Day Exam Strategy
• Reach Early: Gates close 15 mins before the reporting time.

• Mindset: If the paper feels tough, it is tough for everyone. The cutoff will
drop. Don’t panic; just focus on accuracy.

• The ”Reset” Button: If one section (e.g., DILR) goes badly, take a deep
breath during the section switch. Forget the previous section. You can still
score 99%ile with an average DILR score if you ace Quant.

The Ultimate Handbook to 99%ile



The Collegedunia CAT Cracker 14

7 The 99%ile Formula Bank

7.1 Quantitative Ability (QA) Cheat Sheet
• Arithmetic Shortcuts

– Percentage to Fraction: 1/6 = 16.66%, 1/7 = 14.28%, 1/8 = 12.5%, 1/9 =
11.11%, 1/11 = 9.09%.

– Rule of 72 (Compound Interest): Time to double money ≈ 72/Rate.
– Average Speed: 2xy

x+y
(When distances are equal).

– Work Efficiency: If A is k times as good as B, A takes 1/k of the time B
takes.

• Algebra Identities

– Sum of Roots (α, β): −b/a | Product of Roots: c/a.
– Logarithms: loga b =

ln b
ln a

. Remember log 2 ≈ 0.301, log 3 ≈ 0.477.
– AM-GM Inequality: For positive real numbers, a+b

2
≥

√
ab. (Crucial for

Maxima/Minima).

• Geometry Toolkit

– Equilateral Triangle Area:
√
3
4
a2.

– Hexagon Area: 6×
√
3
4
a2.

– Heron’s Formula: Area =
√
s(s− a)(s− b)(s− c) where s = a+b+c

2
.

– Polygons: Sum of interior angles = (n− 2)× 180◦. Number of diagonals
= n(n−3)

2
.

7.2 Logical Reasoning (LR) Rulebook
• Cubes & Dice (Cutting a painted cube n× n× n)

– 3 faces painted = 8 (Always corners).
– 2 faces painted = 12(n− 2) (Edges).
– 1 face painted = 6(n− 2)2 (Faces).
– 0 faces painted = (n− 2)3 (Inner core).

• Clocks

– Angle Formula: θ = |30H − 11
2
M |.

– Hands coincide every 65 5
11
minutes.

• Set Theory (3 Sets)

– Total = n(A) + n(B) + n(C)− n(A∩B)− n(B ∩C)− n(C ∩A) + n(A∩B ∩
C) +None.

The Ultimate Handbook to 99%ile
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7.3 Verbal Ability (VA) Strategy Guidelines
• Reading Comprehension: The ”Scope” Trap

– Eliminate Options that use extreme words: Always, Never, Only, Entirely.
– Eliminate Options that go beyond the passage: If the passage talks
about ”Economic impact,” an option talking about ”Political fallout” is
likely out of scope.

• Grammar Golden Rules

– Modifiers: ”Walking down the street, the trees looked beautiful.” (In-
correct - Trees don’t walk). Correction: ”Walking down the street, I saw
beautiful trees.”

– Subject-Verb Agreement: ”The list of items is on the desk.” (Subject is
’List’, not ’items’).

– Parallelism: ”He likes hiking, swimming, and to run.” (Incorrect). Cor-
rection: ”He likes hiking, swimming, and running.”

• Para Jumbles (TITA)

– Find the Intro: It usually introduces a general concept or full name
(e.g., ”World Health Organization” before ”WHO”).

– Find Pairs: Look for ”Cause → Effect”, ”Question → Answer”, or ”Noun
→ Pronoun” links.

The Ultimate Handbook to 99%ile
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8 Previous Year Question Papers
Solving actual past papers is the gold standard of CAT preparation. It is the only
way to gauge the true difficulty level of the exam, which often varies from coaching
mock tests.

8.1 Access to Solved Papers (Collegedunia Repository)
Collegedunia hosts the largest archive of CAT Question papers with detailed solu-
tions. Click the links below to access them.

Year Paper Highlights Download Link
CAT 2024 Conducted by IIM Calcutta. Known

for a tricky Quant section domi-
nated by Algebra.

Download PDF

CAT 2023 Conducted by IIM Lucknow. Infa-
mous for the toughest DILR section
in recent history.

Download PDF

CAT 2022 Conducted by IIM Bangalore. A very
balanced paper; ideal for your first
mock.

Download PDF

CAT 2021 Conducted by IIM Ahmedabad. Es-
tablished the current 66-question
pattern.

Download PDF

CAT 2020 Conducted by IIM Indore. The first 2-
hour CAT exam (COVID Era).

Download PDF

CAT 2017-19 Older Pattern (3 Hours). Excellent
source for Arithmetic & RC practice.

Download PDF

8.2 Trend Analysis: What to Expect?
Analyzing the last 5 years reveals specific shifts in the examiner’s mindset:

8.2.1 The ”Reading” Shift

CAT is becoming a reading-heavy exam. Even in the Quant and DILR sections,
questions are becoming wordier.

• Implication: You cannot ignore reading speed. If you read slowly, you will
struggle to finish the Quant section, let alone VARC.

The Ultimate Handbook to 99%ile
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8.2.2 The Decline of ”Formula-Based” Quant

Gone are the days when memorizing formulas solved 50% of the paper.

• Trend: Recent papers (2023-24) focus on Algebra and Arithmetic reason-
ing. Direct formula application is rare.

• Strategy: Focus on understanding why a formula works rather than just
memorizing it.

8.2.3 DILR is the ”Kingmaker”

DILR has consistently been the hardest section. The logic is rarely straightforward.

• Observation: In CAT 2023, solving just 2 out of 4 sets (10 questions) with
accuracy yielded a 99%ile in DILR.

• Lesson: Selection is everything. Do not try to solve all 4 sets.

The Ultimate Handbook to 99%ile
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9 Mock Test Insights & Data Analysis

9.1 Why Mocks are Non-Negotiable
Mock tests are not just practice; they are rehearsals. Our data fromover 50,000 as-
pirants shows that knowledge accounts for only 40% of the CAT score—60% comes
from strategy and temperament.

• Stamina Building: CAT is a mental marathon. Staying focused for 120 min-
utes requires training.

• Strategy Validation: Mocks help you decide: Should I start DILR with a Graph
set or a Logic puzzle?

• Emotional Control: Handling the panic when a ”sitter” question turns out
to be tricky.

9.2 The Data: Score vs Percentile (2024 Analysis)
Many students panic thinking they need to solve 100% of the paper. The reality is
different. Look at the scores required for a 99%ile in CAT 2024 (a tougher paper).

Percentile Score (Out of 204) % of Paper Net Correct Qs
99.5 %ile ∼92 46% ∼31 Qs

99 %ile ∼84 42% ∼28 Qs

95 %ile ∼65 33% ∼22 Qs

90 %ile ∼52 26% ∼17 Qs

85 %ile ∼42 21% ∼14 Qs

*Note: In easier years (like 2021), the 99%ile mark went up to ∼98 marks. Always aim
for 50% of the paper to be safe.

9.3 The ”Success Curve”: Mocks vs. Percentile
We analyzed the behavior of top scorers. There is a direct correlation between the
number of mocks analyzed and the final percentile.

The Ultimate Handbook to 99%ile
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Insight: The ”Magic Number” is 30. Aspirants who took and analyzed 30+ mocks
consistently scored above the 90th percentile.

9.4 Collegedunia Mock Test Series
Experience the real exam interface with Collegedunia’s AI-driven mock platform.

• Features:

– Real-time Percentile Predictor.
– ”Time Wasted” Analysis (Time spent on incorrect questions).
– Sectional Tests for specific weaknesses.

Attempt Free Mock Test

Ready to Crack CAT 2025?
Consistency is your biggest asset. Use this handbook as your north

star,
and remember: It’s not about knowing everything; it’s about

managing what you know.

All the Best!
- Team Collegedunia

The Ultimate Handbook to 99%ile
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10 Data-Driven Insights: The Science of Scoring
At Collegedunia, we don’t just give advice; we back it up with data from over
50,000 successful aspirants. Understanding these trends can give you a competi-
tive edge.

10.1 Mock Test Scores vs. Actual CAT Percentile
Does scoring well in mocks guarantee a good CAT score? Our correlation data
suggests a strong link, provided you analyze your performance.
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Key Finding: Studentswho consistently score above 90%ile in their last 5mocks
rarely drop below 95%ile in the actual exam. Stability is key.

Check Past Year Cutoffs

10.2 Sectional Performance: Where Do Students Struggle?
We analyzed the section-wise cutoff clearance rates. The data is revealing:

The Ultimate Handbook to 99%ile
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Section Avg. Attempts Avg. Accuracy Common Pitfall
VARC 18 - 20 65% ”Over-attempting” leads

to negative marking. Stu-
dents guess too much in
RCs.

DILR 8 - 10 85% The Biggest Killer. 40%
of students fail to clear
the sectional cutoff be-
cause they get stuck on
the wrong set.

QA 12 - 14 75% ”Ego-tangles.” Spending
5 minutes on one Alge-
bra problem destroys the
paper.

10.3 Accuracy vs. Attempts: The 99%ile Myth
Many aspirants believe they need to attempt 50+ questions to score a 99%ile. This
is false. Accuracy is the real driver.

High Attempts (Low Acc) Low Attempts (High Acc)

90

95

88

98

Pe
rc
en

til
e
Sc
or
ed

Case Study:
• Student A: Attempted 55 Qs, Accuracy 70%. Score ≈ 75. Percentile: 96%ile.

• StudentB:Attempted 38Qs, Accuracy 90%. Score≈ 92. Percentile: 99.5%ile.
Conclusion: It is better to leave a question than to mark it wrong.

Check Previous Year Results

End of Handbook
We hope this data empowers your journey.
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