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1. Read the following text: cross the world, has

dish a

Pancakes, 8 beloved b1v.oakfast1 -

1) anca ingly 1ong and dx\'crs‘c h o as %o

Surpns}hgt cople were cooKing PR ¢ griddles. Vegetables, |

shows that p hot stones and prim’ tiv! wheat balance of ca
30,000 years ago on were made from

q we find the
wholesome Indian pancake

onions, chillies and coriander.

i e
Archaeolog'\ca\ evidenc

od as far back 28

cakes
(2) In ancient Greece and Rome, pan

and filling, providing a good
ved ®) In the eins.
fl live oil, honey, and curdled mﬂk hey ‘Zjiz.o;e;:;eval made d?ri;e;nftfsat:siIOf ndie, pi‘.Cha is a _traditiona_l pancake
our, 0 Wtet ) ¢ during festivals oT special ocf:aS : Sitoye Patishapta in . S and special occasions. Varieties like
as a sweet trea became a popular dish durmg' - Toh Ace ngal are sweet, filled with coconut and jaggery.
Europe, pancakes beca Lent began. In France, thin crep 1 am and Odisha, pithas can be steamed, fried, or roasted,
Tuesday, the .day befl?r:c e:&en filled with sweet OF savoury : Ri?:n:l}ing on the custom and region. In the western deserts of
?:gc:;?eit: a;:’;‘:lls:i: cbli:;s were made using buckwheat flour Jasthan

served W1 i iopi e spongy
d with sour cream or caviar. In Ethiopia,
and th

and Gujarat, people prepare chilla and handvo, which
d used as
injera became a staple food, made from teff flour an

are savoury western pancake-like dishes baked in traditional

?vens. These pancakes are a blank canvas for toppings, waiting
L. Similarly, in China, pancakes are often or @ splash of fruit or a scattering of condiments.
d utensil. S1 > 6
o pl:vt:ﬂznin Japan, fluffy “soufflé pancakes” have become 2 (6) Today,
savoury >

Pancakes continue to evolve with new recipes, from vegan
modern favourite.

and gluten-free varieties to those infused with fruits, oats, or
N even protein powder. Despite their many f th i
: d . 4 soft, gained A : y forms, they remain a
(3) The American version of pancakes, thick ‘?ng powc’ler made tl.meless reminder of how food connects mankind through shared
popularity in ;he 18th (;ertx}zury- Tr}::o?::n Bl hbutter.and history and creativity. Each pancake tells a story of regional
them light and airy, and they we; itk .
maple syrup — a symbol of hearty comfort food. Over time,

identity, food traditions and a deep love for food that brings
: ‘ people together. Pancakes are warm, edible hugs that are a
pancakes became a universal dish, symbolizing community and

! perfect comfort on a bleak day.
celebration. Whether sweet or savou‘!'y, .th““:k or thm-, every Answer the foﬁowing questions, based on the passage above : 10
culture has found a way to adapt this simple food to its own L In paragraph 1, what does the ph ..
us 5 phrase ‘has a surprisingly long
taste and traditions. and diverse history’ mean ? 1
(4) India has its own rich tradition of similar dishes that have been II. Complete the following with the correct option from the two
enjoyed for centuries. Across the country, almost every region given :
has a ver-sion of a pancakfe — whether S“feet or savoury — made The uniqueness of the spongy injera, is that . 1
from grains, pulses, or rice. These .Indla'm pancakes notlonly (A) it is both a savoury and a sweet
satisfy hunger but also reflect the diversity of India’s culinary (B) it can be used for cooking and sl ]
culture. In South India, dosas and adai are the most famous § and algfior eating
forms of pancakes. Made from a fermented batter of rice and (Paragraph 2)
lentils, dosas are crisp and light, while adai is thicker and more [I. How are American pancakes made light and fluffy 2 When did
filling. The fermentation process adds a unique sour flavor and the American-style pancakes gain popularity ? (Paragraph 3) 2
makes them nutritious and easy to digest. In Kerala, the appam,
2112 () 3
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V. The writer mentions : . lowing
ianrmation given in the passage which of :h
ntation process? .
pancakes are made from the fermenta! ‘

(A) Dosa and appa™
) Chilla and thalipeeth
) Blinis and lgppf.ﬂé
i a and p;iﬁs;hapta

Bt ks - 4
. Select the option that best explains the phrase about pancakes
being, ‘a blank canvas' (Paragraph 5): )
ter starts with a blank canvas,

fare
TLike a pain a diner can get

éf!?e’ﬂec‘h-“the'ﬁo,pé)o old lineage of being the ﬁrst
Binn . 0 JMLALEE t
the statement,
) épsi people.’
agraph 6)

any two points from the passage that support

‘pancakes are 2 timeless reminder of how foo

option from those given :

VIIL Fill in the blank with the correct
that are a perfect comfort on a

In the line ‘warm, edible hugs
bleak day’ the phrase ‘Warm, edible hugs’ refers to

(Paragraph 6)
(A) comfort food that provides a sense of emotional security

(B) the pancake that represents the history of the region

(C) the choice of eating hot steaming pancakes

(D) the food that gives you energy

2. Read the following text :

(1) Rate of Internet Reach in India : 2014-2024
The rate of internet reach in India rose over 52% in 2024 from
about 14% in 2014. Although these figures seem relatively low, it
meant that more than half of the population of 1.4 billion people
had internet access that year. This also ranked the country
second in the world in terms of active internet users.

campaj, igi
1 gns and digital literacy programs

Elgm
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low internet prices, intern
Internet in Indiali)sefu~ll Potential. Lack of awaiz::sasg Z‘tlyzultn gkl:
women, driyep by d S'ISts’ ?Specially in rural areas and amon,
a lack of perceinnd igital divide, infrastructure limitations ani
x dOption, iy need for the internet. This hinders d; ital
mazy Ilt?t ‘knowing how to use the intemeg: or
of its existence. Targeted awareness

this gap anq are crucial to bri
- ensure pe o bridge
digital ecoystem. people understand and can benefit from the

3) Digital living

even bEing awar

Home to o

oo W?:ho-f the 1arges.t bases of netizens in the world, India

s m’cerne't activities being carried out every moment
ay. From information and research to shopping and

9 entertainment to living i
ntertainn g in smart ho i
digital living with open arms. R S

Rate of Internet Reach in India |
S. No. l Year l Percentage \
1 L 2017 | 24.0 \
5. 2018 | 285 \
3. 2019 | 33.7 \
4. 2020 | 434 \
5. 2021 | 463 |
6. | 2022 | 481 |
L 2023 | 515 1
8. 2024 | 52.4 1
10 Fonrl 52028 | 553 |
Answer the following questions, based on the passage above : 10
1. What does the use of the term “active internet users” convey ? . 1

(A) Active people who use internet
(B) Active people who use acpi.\zg il}téénet
(C) People who use active internet al
(D) People who use inteme{éc‘:vtively ;
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o option tha *° ctizens RAMMAR AND CREATIVE WRITING SKILLS 20 Ma¥
II. Select the OP! ot bases of n
e
given below : o of the 178 GRAMMAR
Assertion : Indie I8 o7 B ap lie at 3. Complete ANY T ; s
in the world. fatan gible gender g directed . EN of twelve of the following tasks, : 1210
Wareﬂess an * 10x1 =
Reason: Lack of % f the matter: L Fill in the blank w fr
the heart 0 Reason aré true an e ank with correct option to complete a message irom
(A) Both the Assertion and the ogita to her friend Shobit :
is the correct explanation ¢ Dear Shobit,
-nd. the Reason 2 tod : ,
he o Let's meet at 5 p.m. for the rehearsal but I need to go home first
asl___ anything since morning. 1
(A) did not eat '
i (B) had not eaten
. indicate . (Parast ph 1 (C) have not eaten
: “' g O ;
the following time period illustrates ) am not eating
Bt LU IL. Read the given sentence from a self-help book. Identify the error
and supply the correction in the given format : 1
To identifying your goal is the biggest step in your success story.
g N4 i Error Correction J
S s . [
ssage identify one reason why there are less l
ers among women ? 1 . III. Yamini asked her friend Shifa, © Would you like to come for my
VI Fill in the blank with itabl dei : birthday party tomorrow ?”
= Fillin the blank s S pE SRl So ¥ 4 Report Yamini’s question correctly. 1
Infrastructure limitations (impedes/spurs) digital " ) )
adoption. ¢ 1 : IV. Fill in the blank by choosing the correct option to complete a
newspaper clipping :
VII. Complete the following with a suitable reason : L. . h .
An i in th b o . The verdict is yet to come since the members of the jury
. mcree;se in the number of connections in urban areas is (is/are) divided in their opinion. 1
ecause 0
. 1 .
VIIL. Which are the two ways to bridge the gap of digital V. el So/mll request o l'.us ot
unawareness ? gap of digita “Can you teach me to swim ?”
? 2 e vt :

IX. In the context of the last paragraph how does the author justify
the statement, ‘Indians have welcomed digital livin

arms’. g with open
1
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. taken from @ oyl
X, Select the corrac ; .
the correct option to complete the given sentence from the

memoir of your grandparent,

v 1 in the v
r10] orar’
VI Ldentify and correct (0% % pod it g other 0P 1 (
critical review Of-f‘ ’;"‘Tm; -Sup(-riﬂr then &% When I was the team Captain, I __ often organise 1
‘As an actor, Ravi Ra), ¢ - get-togethers to ‘JOVCIOD brmding among the team mates.’
actor.’ —on (A) could
- T . | Co rect10 ®) wil
tions | Error |Y7 _—— will
\,Op l?i: [ the
A) an (C) shall
—® | s | " (D) would
5 o LhCI': [ to XI. Complete the given sentence about the reaction of a tourist to
ather)7 another . another, by selecting the correct option :
: i a
from Rules and Regulations’ seCtiOR 0 &Ste}fday,tYW loved the spicy Indian curry, you ? 1
VII. Complete the given line from asn
school diary : to appear for the (B) weren’t
Minimum 75% attendance is _———— 1 (C) did
final examinations. (D) didn’t
(A) recorded XII. Read the conversation between a professional writer and a
(B) mandatory school student :
(C) secured Student : What prompted you to become a professional writer ?
(D) obtained Writer: My childhood library housed books of all kinds. I was
i . fascinated with the compelling stories and wanted to
VIIIL. Detect the error and supply the correction for the given : create my own P g o
ne rt al by a Member of Advisory Board : i -
wspaper reptll o.n a prOPOS. y Report the student’s question. 1
After the meeting it was obvious that most stakeholders would
not support proposals. o 1 CREATIVE WRITING SKILLS
(A) this { > Note : All details presented in the questions are imaginary and created
for assessment purpose.

(B) that
4. Attempt ANY ONE from (A) and (B) given below :
(A) You are Raksha / Rakesh, school Counselor of a leading public

(C) the
school in Pune. In the past few months there has been an

(D) these
1 fepor.t the dialogue between a flight attendant and 5 passenger
y filling in the blank : . increase in the number of children reporting bullying in the
Attendant : Did you have your dinner, sir ? school. This is leading to poor mental health and is becoming a
Passenger : Yes, thank you! matter of grave concern. Write a letter to the Princioul
The flight attendant asked the Ppassenger highlighting the need to conduct workshops on socio-emotional
passenger replied in affirmation anq thanked h: . The learning to spread awareness and pron.xote a positive school
ed him, 1 culture. Suggest that parents can be involved to help and
implement such programs. .
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(B) You are b]unl':' /You have obserY ed s an e pecome

Sunshine Colon, ! con benc e ¢
are poorly maintained, with hr(;den waste “her . EV‘?n t}:
tracks. There are piles of g'foeﬂ and ot]wrtv1 s Jeading .10
. rounds for mosaui’ of PO cal daily
rcemen gmucni colony roads aré f‘lut e editor of 2 10 in the
S ts an ) e,
pa"cmen . d injuries. Write a Jetter t0 ivic authal‘lnes
accxden.ts an r] e on the role of el
expressing you .
maintenance of local infrastruct

jven .
5. Attempt ANY ONE from (A) and (B) 1V° ulti-

on M
ith a focus
(A) [Improvements in sports infrastructir® %

i f

integratlon o

urpose sustainable facilities a5 S thech is the key to
. assroot centric apPro2

technology along with a gr.
bring Indian athletes on the world stage- .
h on the above statement 1n

how. improved
lades for the

Write an analytical paragrap ; i
about 120 words, expressing your wews' ;
infrastructure can help Indian athletes win acc

nation.
OR
(B) Read the following details about the characteristics of the Indian
start-up ecosystem :

1. one of the most vibrant and largest in the world.

2. drives innovation across various fields. }
3. brings unique solutions to major challenge%
din

domestic and international.

4. has entered various fields - healthcare, e-commerce
tl

agriculture.

5. supported by funding and government initjatiyeg

4, In about 120 words analyse the futur
; i')’%sidering factors that have support;
country. Focus on aspects of the need,

needed for these startups,

€ of startups j, India
ed its growth in the
benefits, and support
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SECTION - C
LITERATURE TEXT BOOK

40 Marks

6. Read the given extracts and answer the questions for
ANY ONE of the two given :

(A We have, at last, achieved our political emancipation. We pledge

ourselves to liberate 5] our people from the continuing bondage

of poverty, deprivation, suffering, gender and other

discrimination, Never, never, and never again shall it be that
this beautify] land will again experience the oppression of one by
another. The gyp shall never set on so glorious a human
achievement,

(Nelson Mandela — Long Walk to Freedom)
L What is the tone Nelson Mandela is UNLIKELY to have
used in his speech ?
(A) inspirational
(B) assertive
(C) conflicted
(D) direct

II.  According to Mandela, emancipation is not merely political.
Elaborate.

IIL. _Fill in the blank with the correct word from the bracket :

Mandela’s speech swings between references to the past
and a (bleak/promising) future.

IV. With reference to the extract explain the sentence, “The sun
shall never set on so glorious a human achievement.”

OR

(B) OOP :Ihaven’ta clue. I've been to seven galaxies, but I've never

2/1/9

seen anything like this. Maybe they’re hats. (He opens a book
and puts it on his head.) Say, maybe this is a haberdashery‘.

OMEGA : (bowing low) Perhaps the Great and Mighty Think-
Tank will give us the benefit of his thought on the matter,

”’/__'_ 11 e,



o o) d one of the
[ ; ar Omeg sa book on
ry, T a

THINK-TANK : Element® "oy (OmE” ' gince Earth

view 1 :
items up so that I may ot Iunderstﬂ‘i1 which yoU find

oS,
the palm of her hand) Yes, Y& o place y
‘creatures are always eatings o cshment stand- »
yourselves is 1_mdoubted1y a crude ‘ayS wore it & ;:eﬁ:eshme
 vloatr0

OMEGA - (to-Tota and O0P) He S

stand. - : ; A ves strange dlet- 3
OOP : Well, the Earthlings ¢ o that Saved the E?-th)
% (Th” hat is Thi -Tank’s tone

L “Elementary, my dear OmeE®
inthe sente!;ce 7
(A) patronising
®) : églomﬁng I
#(C).ironic ;
(D)._sarcastic ’
I Why does Omega call Think-Tank greagg;fi&@“gl\{w ?

III. Fill in the blank with the cg&ct word from the bracket :
After viewing the book closely, Think-Tank concludes .th

Earth creatures (enjoy/dislike) eating food.

i

~""IV. Why does Oop open the book and put it on his head ?

E 7. Read the given extracts and answer the questions for
ANY ONE of the two given :
(A) Some say the world will end in fire some say in ice.

From what I've tasted of desire
I hold with those who favour fire.

But if it had to perish twice, (Stanza 1)

k I know enough of hate
y that for destruction jce
0 great

] gld suffice.

Bam
O
1. Complete the following suitably :
According to Robert Frost, fire refers to - !

II. Why d .
Y does the poet believe both fire and ice can destroy the
world equally ? 2

(LI Fill the blank with one word :

. 1 e

{89 tﬁ the line “But if it has to perish twice”, it’ refers to
e 1

IV. Select the option with same rhyme scheme as lines in
Stanza 1 : 1

(A) They are all gone away,
The House is shut and still,
‘There is nothing more to say.
(B) Tell me not, in mournful numbers,
Life is but an empty dream!
(For the soul is dead that slumbers.
(C) The dog chased the ball down the lane,
He ran with such incredible speed,
His tail was a blur, a joyful glee.

(D) The Sun is high,
The clouds drift past,
In the blue sky which is so vast.

OR

(B) Though to distinguish beasts of prey
A novice might nonplus,
The crocodile you always may
Tell from the Hyena thus :
Hyenas come with merry smiles

¢ they weep they're crocodiles.
But if they (How to tell Wild Animals)
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o] the word ANY TWO ik
& e poct uses 1 9. Answer of the following three questions, in about
. Lkely reason 40-50 words each : 2x3 =6
I.  What is the mos “od? 2 .
‘nonplus’ instead soel lines of the stapz?: L ‘D/iessii:rk’]e the role of the ‘balcony’ in the story ‘The Midnight
ine: .
: . oo in the last W0 .
II. Explain the irony : Lp P 1 IL. Ex.plam why Anil chose to overlook the breach of trust in spite of
I Fillin the blm_lk,wf;ﬁ afsn — o fines ? being aware of t. (The Thief’s Story)
‘el Ll is created through thesf III. Who did the teacher compare herself with when she sees the
IV, “What kind of atmosphere 15 ¢ ’ transformed version of Bholj ? Why did she feel so ? (Bholi)
Select the correct option : 5. aggressive 1
1. humorous 2. mysterious ; 10. Answer ANY ONE of the following two questions, in about
4. confusing 5. fearful 100-120 words :
Options : L Examine the similarities and differences between the tiger in
‘ (A) land4 “A Tiger in the Zoo” and the dragon in “The Tale of Custard the
(B) Only5 Dragon”. 6
d 3 Sy >
(C) 1,2an e o I “The Sermon at Benaras” and “For Anne Gregory”, deal with the
(D) 4 and5 g
i themes of ‘love’ and ‘life’. Discuss. 6
: ing five questions, 1
ANY" FOUR of the following -
i AESV:‘Z"O 50 words each : 4x8=12 11. Answer ANY ONE of the following two questions, in about
about 40- : \ ;
. : - stea 100-12 ]
L . Explain the irony in Lencho blaming the postmaster for stealing 0 words .
money. (A Letter to God) I Evaluate how “A Triumph of Surgery” is a lesson in thoughtful
) . o arenting.
I Support with textual evidence that the poem The Trees parenting, 6
symbolises emotion and exhaustion. II. Evaluate how “The Necklace” critiques the obsession with
L appearances and social status. 6
III. Explain with examples, why the poet uses allusions in the poem s
‘Amanda’.
IV. Describe the physical appearance of Mijbil, the Otter.
; (Mijbil the Otter)
| V. Duri i i
uring Sher Journey, VﬂU{ absorbed the natyrg) beauty and
clapped her hands in happiness op seeing a young co .
: . W runnin,
very fast. What does this reveal about Va])j, g
4 (Madam Rides the Bus)
1



