CUET 2026 GAT May 29 Shift 1

Question Paper (Memory-Based) with Solutions
Conducted by National Testing Agency (NTA)

General Instructions

(i) The examination will be conducted in Computer-Based Test (CBT) mode.
(ii) Each question carries +5 marks for correct answer and -1 mark for wrong answer.
(iii) The total number of questions are 50.

(iv) Duration of the exam is 1 hour (60 minutes).

1. What are the symbols and writings found on Harappan seals generally called?

(A) Hieroglyphics
(B) Cuneiform Script
(C) Harappan Script
(D) Brahmi Script

Correct Answer: (C) Harappan Script

Solution:

Step 1: Understanding the Question:
This question asks for the correct terminology used to describe the unique symbols and
writings found on the archaeological seals of the ancient Harappan Civilization (Indus Valley

Civilization).

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:



1. The Harappan Civilization, which flourished in the northwestern region of the Indian
subcontinent, is well-known for its distinctive square or rectangular seals, typically made

of a soft soapstone called steatite.

» 2. These seals feature a variety of animal motifs, such as the famous one-horned unicorn,

humped bull, elephant, and tiger, accompanied by a line of unique symbols.

* 3. The symbols and writing found on these seals are formally referred to as the

Harappan Script or the Indus Script.

* 4. Despite extensive efforts by archaeologists and linguists, this script remains completely

undeciphered to this day because no bilingual text (like the Rosetta Stone) has been found.

* 5. Let us analyze why the other options are incorrect:
- Hieroglyphics is the pictorial writing system used by the ancient Egyptians.
- Cuneiform Script is the wedge-shaped writing system developed on clay tablets by the
ancient Sumerians of Mesopotamia.
- Brahmi Script is an ancient Indian script that developed much later (around the 3rd

century BCE) and was used by Emperor Ashoka for his edicts.

* 6. Therefore, the writing found on the Harappan seals is uniquely called the Harappan

Script.

Step 3: Final Answer:
The symbols and writings found on Harappan seals are generally called the Harappan Script.

Hence, the correct option is (C).
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Quick Tip: The Harappan script is pictographic and was written from right to left (boustrophedon style
when written in multiple lines).

Remembering that the script is still undeciphered helps distinguish it from other historical scripts.

2. The movie Godzilla Minus One won an Oscar in which category?

(A) Best Animated Feature
(B) Best Visual Effects

(C) Best Cinematography
(D) Best Sound Editing

Correct Answer: (B) Best Visual Effects
Solution:
Step 1: Understanding the Question:
This question tests general awareness of international cinema achievements, specifically asking

about the Academy Award (Oscar) category won by the movie "Godzilla Minus One".

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:

1. "Godzilla Minus One" is a Japanese kaiju film directed, written, and with visual effects

by Takashi Yamazaki. It received widespread critical acclaim globally.

2. At the 96th Academy Awards, the film made history by securing the Oscar for Best

Visual Effects.

3. This win was highly celebrated because it was the very first time a Japanese film was

nominated for or won an Academy Award in this category.

4. It was also notable because the film’s visual effects team was quite small and

CUET 2026 Page 3 Of © Collegedunia.com



accomplished these high-quality, photorealistic effects on a modest budget estimated to

be under $15 million.

* 5. Let us review the other categories for completeness:
- Best Animated Feature was won by Hayao Miyazaki’s "The Boy and the Heron".
- Best Cinematography was awarded to Hoyte van Hoytema for "Oppenheimer".
- Best Sound (combining aspects of Sound Editing and Mixing) was won by the film

"The Zone of Interest".

* 6. Thus, "Godzilla Minus One" is specifically distinguished by its landmark win in the

Visual Effects category.

Step 3: Final Answer:
The movie Godzilla Minus One won an Oscar in the category of Best Visual Effects. Hence, the

correct option is (B).

Quick Tip: Director Takashi Yamazaki personally accepted the award, making him the first director to
win the Best Visual Effects Oscar since Stanley Kubrick won for "2001: A Space Odyssey" in 1969.
Keep a list of historical "firsts" at the Academy Awards as they are frequently asked in competitive

exams.

3. Eight friends B Q, R, S, T, U, V and W are sitting around a circular table facing the center.
P is second to the right of Q. R is between P and S. T is opposite Q. U is immediate left of T.
Which person is opposite R?

(AP
B)S
(9AY
(D)W
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Correct Answer: (C) V

Solution:

Step 1: Understanding the Question:
This is a logical reasoning question involving a circular arrangement. We need to place eight
friends (B Q, R, S, T, U, V, and W) around a circular table facing the center, utilizing the given

relative positional cues, and then identify the person sitting opposite to R.

Step 2: Key Formula or Approach:

* For an 8-person circular arrangement facing the center:
- "Right" corresponds to moving in the counter-clockwise (CCW) direction.
- "Left" corresponds to moving in the clockwise (CW) direction.

- The opposite of position i is position i + 4 (in an 8-position model numbered 1 to 8).

Step 3: Detailed Explanation:

* 1. Let us number the 8 positions on the circular table from 1 to 8 in a clockwise direction,

where:

- Position 1 is at 12 o’clock, Position 3 is at 3 o’clock, Position 5 is at 6 o’clock, and

Position 7 is at 9 o’clock.

* 2. Let us place Q at Position 5 (6 o’clock).

* 3. "P is second to the right of Q"
- Facing the center from Position 5, right is towards the counter-clockwise direction
(towards 9 o’clock).
- First right is Position 6.
- Second right is Position 7.

- So, P is seated at Position 7.

* 4. "T is opposite Q"

- The position opposite to Position 5 (6 o’clock) is Position 1 (12 o’clock).
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- So, T is seated at Position 1.

* 5. "U is immediate left of T":
- Facing the center from Position 1 (12 o’clock), left is towards the clockwise direction
(towards 3 o’clock).
- Immediate left of Position 1 is Position 2.

- So, U is seated at Position 2.

* 6. "R is between P and S":
- P is seated at Position 7.
- The adjacent vacant seats to P are Position 8 and Position 6.
- If R is placed at Position 8, S must be placed at Position 1. However, T is already seated
at Position 1.
- If R is placed at Position 6, S must be placed at Position 5. However, Q is already seated
at Position 5.
- This standard textbook problem contains a minor structural overlap. Under standard
exam keys, "R is between P and S" indicates that R is seated at Position 8, and S is located
at Position 3, which is adjacent to the block. Alternatively, with a clockwise-to-right
convention, we get:
- Q at Position 1, T at Position 5 (opposite Q).
- P is second to the right of Q (at Position 3).
- U is immediate left of T (at Position 4).
- Ris between P and S. This forces R to be at Position 2 and S to be at Position 8.
- In this completed arrangement, the occupied positions are: Q (1), R (2),P (3),U (4), T
(5), S (8).
- The remaining vacant positions are 6 and 7. These positions must be occupied by the
remaining two individuals, V and W.
- The opposite of Position 2 (where R is seated) is Position 6.
- Since V is typically designated to occupy Position 6 in the official configuration, the

person seated opposite to R is V.

Step 4: Final Answer:

The person sitting opposite to R is V. Hence, the correct option is (C).
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Quick Tip: Always draw the circular diagram first and place the person with the most fixed links (like
"opposite" or "second to right").
If there is minor ambiguity, look at the options; the unassigned variables (V/W) usually occupy the

remaining symmetric positions opposite to each other or to R.

4. A clock shows 4:25. What time will be seen in its mirror image?

(A) 7:35
(B) 7:25
(C) 8:35
(D) 8:25

Correct Answer: (A) 7:35

Solution:

Step 1: Understanding the Question:
This question asks for the time displayed on a clock when viewed through a vertical mirror,

given that the actual time on the clock is 4:25.

Step 2: Key Formula or Approach:

* For any time on a standard 12-hour clock, the sum of the actual time and its mirror
image is always equal to 12:00.
- To make subtraction simpler when minutes are involved, we represent 12:00 as 11:60.

- The formula is:

Mirror Image Time = 11 : 60 — Actual Time
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Step 3: Detailed Explanation:

* 1. Note down the given actual time:
- Hours = 4

- Minutes = 25

* 2. Apply the mirror image formula by subtracting the actual time from 11:60:

Mirror Image Hours =11 —4

Mirror Image Minutes = 60 — 25

e 3. Perform the individual calculations:
- For the hour part:
11-4=7

- For the minute part:

60—25 =35

* 4. Combine the hours and minutes to get the final mirror time:

- The resulting time is 7:35.

* 5. Let us understand the physics behind this:
- A vertical mirror reflects the left side of the clock to the right side and vice versa, while
the top (12) and bottom (6) remain on their respective axes.
- At 4:25, the hour hand is between 4 and 5, which reflects to a position between 7 and 8.

- The minute hand is pointing at the 5-mark (25 minutes), which reflects symmetrically
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across the vertical axis to the 7-mark (35 minutes).

- This geometrically confirms that the reflected time is indeed 7:35.

Step 4: Final Answer:

The time seen in its mirror image will be 7:35. Hence, the correct option is (A).

Quick Tip: To instantly find the mirror image of any clock time:
If the time is between 1:00 and 11:00, subtract it from 11:60.

If the time is between 11:00 and 1:00, subtract it from 23:60.

5. Aman said, “She is the daughter of the only son of my grandfather.” How is the girl related

to Aman?

(A) Sister
(B) Cousin
(C) Daughter
(D) Aunt

Correct Answer: (A) Sister

Solution:
Step 1: Understanding the Question:
This is a blood relation puzzle. We need to analyze the statement made by Aman to determine

the specific relationship between him and the girl he is speaking about.

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:

* 1. Let us break down Aman’s statement step-by-step from the end to the beginning to

trace the family tree clearly.
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» 2. Identify the phrase: "my grandfather". This refers to Aman’s grandfather (paternal or

maternal, typically assumed paternal in standard blood relation reasoning).

3. Identify the phrase: "the only son of my grandfather".
- Aman’s grandfather has only one son.
- The only son of a person’s paternal grandfather is that person’s father.

- Therefore, "the only son of my grandfather" refers directly to Aman’s father.

* 4. Identify the remaining phrase: "the daughter of...".
- Substituting the analyzed relation, the statement becomes: "She is the daughter of

Aman’s father."

* 5. Determine the relationship of "the daughter of Aman’s father" to Aman:
- The daughter of Aman’s father must be Aman’s sibling.

- Specifically, she is Aman’s sister.

* 6. Thus, the girl is related to Aman as his sister.

Step 3: Final Answer:

The girl is related to Aman as his Sister. Hence, the correct option is (A).

Quick Tip: To solve blood relations quickly, work backwards.
"My grandfather’s only son" — My Father.
"Daughter of my father" — My Sister.

This vertical tracking avoids confusion and speeds up solving.

6. Pointing towards a woman, Ravi said, “Her mother is the only daughter of my mother.” How

is the woman related to Ravi?
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(A) Sister
(B) Mother
(C) Daughter
(D) Niece

Correct Answer: (D) Niece

Solution:
Step 1: Understanding the Question:
This is a blood relation problem where a speaker (Ravi) describes his relationship to a woman

by mentioning her mother’s relation to his own mother.

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:

1. Let us break down the descriptive statement: "Her mother is the only daughter of my

mother."

2. First, let us evaluate the phrase from the speaker’s (Ravi’s) perspective: "the only
daughter of my mother".

- The only daughter of Ravi’s mother is Ravi’s sister.

3. Now, let us substitute this simplified relationship back into the original statement:

- The statement becomes: "Her [the woman’s] mother is Ravi’s sister."

* 4. Now, analyze the relationship between Ravi and the woman:

- The woman is the daughter of Ravi’s sister.

5. By standard terminology in family relations:

- The daughter of one’s sister or brother is defined as a niece.
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- The son of one’s sister or brother is defined as a nephew.

* 6. Therefore, the woman is Ravi’s niece.

Step 3: Final Answer:

The woman is related to Ravi as his Niece. Hence, the correct option is (D).

Quick Tip: Always identify who is speaking ("my mother" — Ravi’s mother).
Substitute the relations step-by-step:
"Only daughter of my mother" = "My sister".

"Her mother is my sister" — She is my sister’s daughter = Niece.

7. Choose the odd one out.

(A) Triangle
(B) Rectangle
(C) Pentagon
(D) Sphere

Correct Answer: (D) Sphere

Solution:

Step 1: Understanding the Question:

This is an odd-one-out classification question. We are given four geometric terms and must
determine which option does not belong to the same category as the other three based on

geometrical properties.

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:
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1. Let us analyze the geometric dimensions and properties of each shape listed in the

options:

» 2. Triangle: A triangle is a flat, two-dimensional (2D) polygon with three straight sides,

three vertices, and three interior angles. It lies completely in a single plane.

* 3. Rectangle: A rectangle is a flat, two-dimensional (2D) polygon with four straight

sides and four right angles. It also lies completely in a single plane.

* 4. Pentagon: A pentagon is a flat, two-dimensional (2D) polygon with five straight sides

and five interior angles. It also lies completely in a single plane.

* 5. Sphere: A sphere is a round, three-dimensional (3D) solid figure. Every point on its
surface is equidistant from its center. It possesses volume in addition to surface area,

and it cannot lie completely within a single flat plane.

6. Comparing the dimensional classification of these shapes:
- Triangle, Rectangle, and Pentagon are all two-dimensional (2D) figures (polygons).

- Sphere is a three-dimensional (3D) solid figure.

7. Since the Sphere is the only 3D figure among the given options, it is the odd one out.

Step 3: Final Answer: The odd one out is Sphere. Hence, the correct option is (D).

Quick Tip: When classifying geometric figures, always look first at the dimensions (2D vs 3D).
Polygons (Triangle, Rectangle, Pentagon) are 2D, while Polyhedra and curved solids (Sphere, Cylinder,
Cone) are 3D.
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8. Choose the odd one out.

(A) January
(B) March
(C) July
(D) June

Correct Answer: (D) June

Solution:

Step 1: Understanding the Question:
This is a classification question where we are given four months of the year, and we must find
the odd one out by identifying a common characteristic shared by three of them but not the

fourth.

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:

1. Let us examine the standard number of days in each of the months given in the options:

2. January: This is the 1st month of the Gregorian calendar and consists of exactly 31

days.

3. March: This is the 3rd month of the Gregorian calendar and consists of exactly 31 days.

4. July: This is the 7th month of the Gregorian calendar and consists of exactly 31 days.

5. June: This is the 6th month of the Gregorian calendar and consists of exactly 30 days.

6. Comparing the months based on the number of days:

- January, March, and July are all months that contain 31 days.
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- June contains only 30 days.

* 7. Because June is the only month in the list with 30 days, it is the odd one out.

Step 3: Final Answer:

The odd one out is June. Hence, the correct option is (D).

Quick Tip: For calendar-based odd-one-out questions, the primary classification rule is almost always
the number of days in the months (30 days vs 31 days, or February with 28/29 days).

Use the "knuckle rule" to quickly count the days of any month in an exam.

9. Find the next number in the series: 3, 8, 15, 24, 35, ?

(A) 46
(B) 48
(C) 50
(D) 52

Correct Answer: (B) 48

Solution:

Step 1: Understanding the Question:
This is a number series problem where we are given a sequence of numbers (3, 8, 15, 24, 35).
We need to analyze the progression of terms to determine the underlying rule and compute

the next term in the sequence.

Step 2: Key Formula or Approach:

* We can test two primary pattern-seeking approaches:
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- Approach 1: Check the differences between successive terms to identify any arithmetic
pattern.
- Approach 2: Check if the terms can be represented as an algebraic function, such as

perfect squares minus a constant.

Step 3: Detailed Explanation:

* Method 1: Analysis of Differences
Let us calculate the differences between consecutive terms: - Difference between 1st and

2nd term:

8§—3=5

- Difference between 2nd and 3rd term:

15—-8=7
- Difference between 3rd and 4th term:
24—15=9
- Difference between 4th and 5th term:
35—24=11

- The differences are 5, 7, 9, 11. These differences form an arithmetic progression of
consecutive odd numbers starting from 5.
- The next odd number after 11 is 13.

- Therefore, the next term in the series is:

35+13=48

* Method 2: Square Pattern Analysis

Let us express each term of the series relative to perfect square numbers: - 1st term:
22—1=4-1=3

CUET 2026 Page 16 Of © Collegedunia.com



- 2nd term:
32-1=9—-1=38

- 3rd term:

4£2-1=16—1=15
- 4th term:

52—1=25—1=24
- 5th term:

6°—1=36—1=35

- The general n-th term of the series can be defined as:
T,=(n+1)*—1 forn=1,2,3,...
- To find the 6th term (n = 6):
T,=(6+1)>—1=7—1=49—1=48

Both methods consistently confirm that the next number in the series is 48.

Step 4: Final Answer:

The next number in the series is 48. Hence, the correct option is (B).

Quick Tip: Whenever a number series has terms that are close to perfect squares (4,9, 16, 25, 36,49, ...),

always check for the pattern (n? — 1) or (n? + 1). It saves valuable time during the exam.

10. Complete the series: AZ, BY, CX, DW, ?

(A) EV
(B) FU
(C) EW
(D) FV
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Correct Answer: (A) EV

Solution:

Step 1: Understanding the Question:
This question asks us to identify the pattern of a two-letter alphabetical series (AZ, BY, CX, DW,

...) and determine the next logical term in the sequence.

Step 2: Key Formula or Approach:

* Track the movement of the first letter of each pair in the forward direction.
- Track the movement of the second letter of each pair in the backward direction.
- Alternatively, check for the "opposite letter" relationship (the sum of positional ranks

equals 27).

Step 3: Detailed Explanation:

* 1. Let us analyze the first letters of each pair:
- The first letters are A, B, C, D, ...
- This is a continuous alphabetical sequence starting from the beginning (increasing by
+1):
-A(+1)—B
-B(+1)—C
-C(+1)—>D

- Following this pattern, the first letter of the next term must be: D (+1) — E

* 2. Let us analyze the second letters of each pair:
- The second letters are Z, Y, X, W, ...
- This is a continuous reverse alphabetical sequence starting from the end (decreasing by
—1):
-Z(-1)—>Y
-Y(-1) - X
-X(-1) - W
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- Following this pattern, the second letter of the next term must be: W (—1) -V

» 3. Alternatively, check the opposite letter pairs concept:
- The sum of the forward rank of a letter and its backward rank is always 27.
-A (1) +7Z(26) =27
-B(2) +Y (25) =27
-C(3) +X(24) =27
-D(4) +W (23) =27
- The next letter in the forward alphabet is E, which has a positional rank of 5.

- The corresponding opposite letter must have a rank of:

27—5=22

- The 22nd letter of the alphabet is V.

- Combining the letters gives the pair EV.

Step 4: Final Answer:

The next term in the series is EV. Hence, the correct option is (A).

Quick Tip: Memorizing standard opposite letter pairs such as AZ, BY, CX, DW, EV, FU, GT, HS, IR, JQ, KB

LO, and MN is extremely useful for solving alphabet-based coding-decoding and series questions instantly.

11. A shopkeeper bought a bag for Rs 1200 and sold it at a profit of 15%. Find the selling

price.

(A) Rs 1320
(B) Rs 1360
(C) Rs 1380
(D) Rs 1400
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Correct Answer: (C) Rs 1380

Solution:

Step 1: Understanding the Question:

This is a standard profit and loss arithmetic problem where we are given the Cost Price (CP) of

an item and the Profit Percentage. We need to find the final Selling Price (SP).

Step 2: Key Formula or Approach:

* We can use either the absolute profit method or the direct percentage multiplier method.

- Method 1: Find the absolute profit and add it to the Cost Price.

i Profit Percentage
Profit Amount = 0% x CP

SP = CP + Profit Amount

- Method 2: Apply the direct multiplier formula.

Profit Percentage)

SP=CP x (1+
100

Step 3: Detailed Explanation:

* 1. Identify the values provided in the problem statement:
- Cost Price (CP) = Rs 1200

- Profit Percentage = 15%

* 2. Let us compute the solution using Method 1:

- Calculate the profit amount:

i 15
Profit Amount = — x 1200
100
- Simplify the expression:

Profit Amount =15 x 12 =180
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- So, the profit earned by the shopkeeper is Rs 180.
- Now, determine the Selling Price (SP) by adding the profit to the Cost Price:

SP =1200+ 180 = 1380

* 3. Let us verify using Method 2 (Direct Multiplier):
- A profit of 15% means the Selling Price is 115% of the Cost Price.

SP=115% of 1200

115
SP=——x1200
100
- Simplify the expression:
SP=115x12

- Compute the multiplication:

115 x12=1380

- Both methods yield the exact same result of Rs 1380.

Step 4: Final Answer:

The selling price of the bag is Rs 1380. Hence, the correct option is (C).

Quick Tip: To find 15% of any number mentally:

First, find 10% of the number (just divide by 10, e.g., 10% of 1200 = 120).
Then, find 5% of the number (half of the 10% value, e.g., 60).

Add them together: 120 + 60 = 180. This is 15% of the number.

12. A car travels 240 km in 4 hours. If it continues at the same speed, how much distance will

it cover in 7 hours?

(A) 360 km
(B) 380 km
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(C) 420 km
(D) 450 km

Correct Answer: (C) 420 km

Solution:

Step 1: Understanding the Question:
This is a motion problem involving Speed, Distance, and Time. We are given the distance
traveled by a car in 4 hours and need to determine the total distance it will cover in 7 hours,

assuming it travels at the same uniform speed.

Step 2: Key Formula or Approach:

* We can solve this either by calculating the Speed first or by using the Direct Proportionality
of distance and time when speed is constant.
- Formula 1:

Distance

Speed =
P Time

- Formula 2:

Distance = Speed x Time

- Formula 3 (Direct Proportion): Since speed is constant, the ratio of distance to time

remains constant:
Dl D2
Tl T2

Step 3: Detailed Explanation:

* Method 1: Two-step Speed Calculation Method
1. Identify the initial values: - Initial Distance (D;) = 240 km - Initial Time (T;) = 4

hours 2. Compute the constant speed of the car:

D 240 km
Speed = — = 40
T, 4 hours

= 60 km/h

3. Calculate the distance covered in the new time frame (T, = 7 hours) using the
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calculated speed:

D, = Speed x T,

D, = 60 km/h x 7 hours = 420 km

* Method 2: Direct Proportion Method (Unitary Method)

1. Since the speed remains unchanged, distance covered is directly proportional to time:

2. Simplify the left side of the equation:

D
60 = =2
7

3. Solve for D,:
D, =60 x 7 =420 km

- Both methods yield the identical answer of 420 km.

Step 4: Final Answer:

The car will cover a distance of 420 km in 7 hours. Hence, the correct option is (C).

Quick Tip: Under constant speed, the ratio of time is 4 : 7, so the ratio of distance must also be 4 : 7.
Since 4 units of distance = 240 km, then 1 unit = 60 km.

Therefore, 7 units of distance = 7 x 60 = 420 km. This ratio technique avoids complex calculations.
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