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Instructions

* This paper contains a total of 50 Multiple Choice Questions.

e Each correct answer carries +5 marks.

e Each incorrect answer carries -1 mark.

» No negative marking for unattempted questions.

Read the passage below carefully. The questions that follow (Questions 1 to 6)

are based on the information provided in this text. Choose the one best answer

for each question.

The transition to a "Circular Economy" is no longer a peripheral environmental
discourse but a core macroeconomic necessity. Unlike the linear model—characterized
by the "take-make-dispose" philosophy—the circular model emphasizes the restorative
and regenerative nature of design. Data from the 2024 Global Resources Outlook
suggests that resource extraction has tripled since 1970, correlating with a 90%
loss in biodiversity. To decouple economic growth from environmental degradation,
industries must adopt "Closed-loop" systems. However, the transition faces systemic
bottlenecks: high initial capital expenditure (CAPEX) for recycling technology and a
lack of standardized metrics to measure circularity. Furthermore, the "rebound effect"
poses a risk, where efficiency gains lead to increased overall consumption, potentially

neutralizing environmental benefits.
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Ql.

Q2.

Q3.

Q4.

According to the passage, what is a "systemic bottleneck" in adopting a circular
economy?

(A) Lack of consumer interest

(B) High initial investment in technology

(C) Decreased biodiversity

(D) The "take-make-dispose” philosophy

The term "decouple" in the text most nearly means:

(A) To combine two entities
(B) To accelerate growth
(C) To separate the connection between two things

(D) To invest in renewable energy

What does the "rebound effect" imply?

(A) Recycling leads to better product quality.
(B) Efficiency might ironically lead to more resource use.
(C) The economy will eventually return to a linear model.

(D) Biodiversity loss is reversible.

Based on the data provided, the increase in resource extraction is linked to:

(A) A 70% rise in CAPEX
(B) Massive biodiversity decline
(C) Standardized metrics

(D) The 1970 economic boom
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Qs.

Q6.

The author’s tone regarding the transition can be described as:

(A) Dismissive
(B) Purely whimsical
(C) Analytical and cautious

(D) Overwhelmingly pessimistic

Which of the following would be an example of a "Closed-loop" system?

(A) Extracting oil for single-use plastics
(B) Refurbishing old smartphones for resale
(C) Exporting waste to landfill sites

(D) Increasing the rate of resource extraction

Passage 11

Read the passage below carefully. The questions that follow (Questions 7 to
12) are based on the information provided in this text. Choose the one best

answer for each question.

Elara stood by the edge of the glacial lake, where the water was so blue it
looked like fallen pieces of the sky. Her grandfather had always said the water
remembered the mountains before they were worn down by the wind. She dipped
her hand in, the cold biting like a thousand needles. She wasn’t here for the
view, though. She was here for the "Echo-stone," a mythic artifact rumored to be
revealed only when the tide of the lake receded to its lowest point in a century.
As the sun dipped behind the jagged peaks, the water hissed against the pebbles.
There, glinting with an inner bioluminescence, lay a jagged shard of glass-like

rock. It didn’t look like an artifact; it looked like a frozen heartbeat.
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Q7. The simile "cold biting like a thousand needles" emphasizes:

(A) The beauty of the lake
(B) The physical intensity of the temperature
(C) Elara’s fear of the water

(D) The sharp edges of the stones

Q8. What was Elara’s primary motivation for being at the lake?

(A) To remember her grandfather
(B) To witness the sunset over the peaks
(C) To find a legendary object

(D) To study glacial movements

Q9. The grandfather’s belief that "water remembered the mountains" suggests a

theme of:

(A) Scientific curiosity
(B) Environmental destruction
(C) The persistence of time and memory

(D) The futility of wind erosion

Q10. The word "receded" is used to describe:

(A) The water moving further onto the shore
(B) The water level dropping or moving back
(C) The freezing of the lake surface

(D) The color of the lake changing
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Q11.

QI12.

How does the author describe the Echo-stone at the end?

(A) As a dull, heavy rock
(B) As a shard with its own light
(C) As apiece of ancient jewelry

(D) As a mountain fragment

The setting of the story contributes most to a mood of:

(A) Industrial chaos
(B) Domestic comfort
(C) Mystical anticipation

(D) Scientific rigor

Passage 111

Read the passage below carefully. The questions that follow (Questions 13
to 18) are based on the information provided in this text. Choose the one

best answer for each question.

"Ambition is like the sea: it provides a vast horizon for the soul to navigate, yet
it possesses a saltiness that can parch the very spirit it seeks to nourish. To be
without it is to be a stagnant pond; to have too much is to be lost in a monsoon.
The great poets often characterized ambition as a ’climbing shadow’—the higher
one ascends towards the light of success, the longer and darker the shadow of
one’s sacrifices becomes. We must ask: is the summit worth the darkness of the
trail? Or is the true art of living found in the meadows of contentment, far below

the treacherous peaks?"
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Q13. The central metaphor compares ambition to:

(A) A stagnant pond
(B) The sea
(C) A monsoon

(D) A meadow

Q14. What does the author mean by the "saltiness" of ambition?

(A) Its ability to preserve memories
(B) The inherent bitterness or negative side effects of striving
(C) The financial rewards of success

(D) The literal taste of the ocean

Q15. The "climbing shadow" represents:

(A) The physical height of a mountain

(B) The growing sacrifices and costs of achieving success
(C) The protection provided by mentors

(D) The fear of the dark

Q16. According to the passage, being without ambition is like:

(A) A monsoon

(B) A vast horizon

(C) A stagnant pond
(D) A treacherous peak
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Q17. What is the "true art of living" according to the final rhetorical question?

(A) Reaching the highest summit

(B) Living in contentment and simplicity
(C) Avoiding the sea entirely

(D) Mastering the shadows

Q18. The tone of this literary extract is primarily:

(A) Humorous
(B) Philosophically reflective
(C) Aggressively persuasive

(D) Informative

SECTION 2: VERBAL ABILITY

Q19. Rearrange the following fragments to form a coherent sentence:
P: of the global economy
Q: the rapid advancement
R: has fundamentally altered

S: of artificial intelligence

(A) QSPR
(B) QSRP
(C) SRPQ
(D) PRQS

Q20. Rearrange the following fragments to form a coherent sentence:
P: to ensure food security
Q: for future generations
R: we must adopt

S: sustainable farming practices
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Q21.

Q22.

(A) RSPQ
(B) PRSQ
(C) RSQP
(D) QSPR

Rearrange the following fragments to form a coherent sentence:
P: while the orchestra played

Q: the audience remained

R: a haunting melody

S: completely spellbound

(A) PQRS
(B) QRPS
(C) PSRQ
(D) PQSR

Rearrange the following fragments to form a coherent sentence:

P: is not just about

Q: personal achievement

R: true leadership

S: but about empowering others

(A) RPQS
(B) RPQS
(C) RQPS
(D) RPSQ
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Q23.

Q24.

Q25.

Rearrange the following fragments to form a coherent sentence:
P: in the heart of the city

Q: that stood for centuries

R: they demolished the old clock tower

S: to make way for a mall

(A) RPQS
(B) PRQS
(C) RQPS
(D) SQRP

Rearrange the following fragments to form a coherent sentence:
P: despite the heavy rain

Q: the match continued

R: until the final whistle

S: to the delight of the fans

(A) PQRS
(B) QRSP
(C) PRQS
(D) PQSR

The professor’s explanation was so that even the beginners understood

the complex quantum theory.

(A) Obscure
(B) Pellucid
(C) Verbose
(D) Arduous

9 | Collegedunia |


https://www.collegedunia.com

CUET UG Sample Paper English

Q26.

Q27.

Q28.

Q29.

After hours of debate, the committee finally reached a decision.

(A) Rancorous
(B) Unanimous
(C) Precarious

(D) Fugitive

The diplomat acted with great , ensuring that neither nation felt insulted
during the negotiations.

(A) Audacity

(B) Finesse

(C) Indifference

(D) Temerity

The Sahara is a landscape where water is more precious than gold.

(A) Verdant
(B) Arid

(C) Teeming
(D) Resilient

She was known for her ; she never spent a penny more than was

absolutely necessary.

(A) Magnanimity
(B) Parsimony
(C) Affability
(D) Levity
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Q30. Match the Word with Meaning:

List I | Word List II | Meaning
(1) | Diligent (a) To reduce in size or amount
(2) | Curtail (b) | Hardworking and careful
(3) | Loquacious | (c) | Very talkative

(A) 1-b, 2-a, 3-c

(B) 1-a, 2-b, 3-c

(O) 1-c, 2-a, 3-b

(D) 1-b, 2-c, 3-a

Q31. Match the Phrasal Verb with its Meaning:

List I | Phrasal Verb

List II

Meaning

(1) | Bringup

(a) | To start a journey

(2) | Setoff

(b) | To mention a topic

(3) | Hold on

(c) To wait for a short time

(A) 1-b, 2-a, 3-c
(B) 1-a, 2-b, 3-c
(C) 1-c, 2-b, 3-a
(D) 1-b, 2-c, 3-a

Q32. Match Column A (Word) with Column B (Antonym):

Column A | Word Column B | Antonym
() Optimist (a) Modern
(2) Ancient (b) Cowardly
3) Valiant (c) Pessimist
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(A) 1-c, 2-a, 3-b
(B) 1-a, 2-b, 3-c
(C) 1-b, 2-c, 3-a
(D) 1-c, 2-b, 3-a

Q33. Match the Animal with its Young One:

ListI | Animal | List II | Young One

(1) | Kangaroo (a) Cygnet

(2) | Swan (b) | Joey

(3) | Deer (¢) | Fawn

(A) 1-b, 2-a, 3-c
(B) 1-a, 2-b, 3-c
(C) 1-c, 2-a, 3-b
(D) 1-b, 2-c, 3-a

Q34. Choose the correctly matched Foreign Word with its Meaning:

(A) Bona fide : In good faith
(B) Ad hoc : For a specific purpose

(C) Status quo : The existing state of affairs
(D) All of the above
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SECTION 3: VOCABULARY

Q35. Choose the Synonym of ’ABATE’:

(A) Increase
(B) Subside
(C) Provoke
(D) Stabilize

Q36. Choose the Synonym of 'PRAGMATIC’:

(A) Idealistic
(B) Practical
(C) Theoretical

(D) Emotional

Q37. Choose the Synonym of "METICULOUS’:

(A) Careless
(B) Scrupulous
(C) Rapid

(D) Sloppy

Q38. Choose the Synonym of "CANDID’:

(A) Deceptive
(B) Frank

(C) Reserved
(D) Ambiguous

Tl e Tl
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Q39. Choose the Synonym of "TENIGMATIC’:
(A) Simple
(B) Mysterious
(C) Loud

(D) Transparent

Q40. Choose the Antonym of "ALTRUISTIC’:

(A) Selfless
(B) Benevolent
(C) Selfish
(D) Charitable

Q41. Choose the Antonym of "FRUGAL’:

(A) Thrifty
(B) Extravagant

(C) Economical

(D) Miserly

Q42. Choose the Antonym of "COGNIZANT":

(A) Aware
(B) Mindful
(C) Ignorant
(D) Observant
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Q43. Choose the Antonym of "TRANSIENT":

(A) Temporary
(B) Permanent
(C) Fleeting
(D) Brief

Q44. Choose the Antonym of "TEULOGY:

(A) Praise
(B) Criticism
(C) Tribute
(D) Speech

Q45. What does the idiom *Under the weather’ mean?
(A) Raining
(B) Feeling sick

(C) Happy
(D) In trouble

Q46. What does the idiom ’Leave no stone unturned’ means:

(A) To be physically strong
(B) To act in a careless or messy manner
(C) To try every possible course of action to achieve something

(D) To hide a secret in a difficult place
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Q47.

Q48.

Q49.

Q50.

What does the idiom"To beat around the bush" means:

(A) To clear a garden

(B) To avoid the main topic
(C) To be very direct

(D) To go hunting

One word for ’A person who is indifferent to pleasure or pain and shows no
emotions:

(A) Altruist

(B) Stoic

(C) Narcissist

(D) Epicurean

One word for A person who dislikes humankind and avoids human society:

(A) Philanthropist
(B) Misanthrope
(C) Polyglot

(D) Optimist

One word for *The study of the origin and history of words:

(A) Entomology
(B) Etymology
(C) Archaeology
(D) Pathology
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Detailed Solutions

Concept: A "systemic bottleneck" refers to an inherent structural

Ql.

obstacle that slows down or prevents the progress of a process. In
the context of the circular economy, the passage identifies specific
financial and regulatory hurdles—such as high upfront costs and
the absence of standardized measurement tools—that impede the
transition from a linear to a regenerative model.

Solution: The passage explicitly states: "However, the transition
faces systemic bottlenecks: high initial capital expenditure (CAPEX)
for recycling technology and a lack of standardized metrics to measure
circularity." This confirms that the financial burden of implementing
new technology (high CAPEX) is one of the primary structural barriers
mentioned.

Final Answer: High initial investment in technology

Answer: (B)
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Q2.

Concept: Contextual vocabulary analysis involves determining the
meaning of a word based on the surrounding text. In this macroe-
conomic context, "decoupling" refers to the specific objective of
breaking the traditional link where economic success (GDP growth)
automatically results in proportional environmental damage (resource
depletion/pollution).

Solution:

* Decouple is used in the phrase "To decouple economic growth
from environmental degradation." This implies that the two

should no longer move together in a fixed relationship.

* (A) To combine two entities is the opposite of the intended

meaning.

* (B) To accelerate growth describes an increase in speed, but

not the change in the relationship between variables.

* (C) To separate the connection between two things accurately
defines "decouple," as the goal is to allow the economy to grow

while the environmental impact decreases or stays flat.

* (D) To invest in renewable energy is a specific action that might
help achieve decoupling, but it is not the definition of the word
itself.

Final Answer: To separate the connection between two things

Answer: (C)
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Q3.

Concept: The "rebound effect" (also known as Jevons’ Paradox)
describes a counterintuitive phenomenon in resource economics. It
occurs when the reduction in resources used for a service (due to
increased efficiency) leads to a reduction in the cost of that service,
which in turn triggers an increase in demand that offsets the initial
savings.

Solution: The text states: "the ‘rebound effect’ poses a risk, where
efficiency gains lead to increased overall consumption, potentially

neutralizing environmental benefits."

* (A) Recycling leads to better product quality: Not mentioned;
the text focuses on the restorative nature of design, not necessarily

"better quality" through recycling alone.

* (B) Efficiency might ironically lead to more resource use:
This is the correct definition of the rebound effect. For example, a
fuel-efficient car makes driving cheaper, which might encourage

someone to drive more miles, thus consuming more fuel in total.

* (C) The economy will eventually return to a linear model:
The text argues for the necessity of moving away from the linear

model, not a return to it.

* (D) Biodiversity loss is reversible: While biodiversity loss
1s mentioned (90%), the text does not state it is reversible; it

highlights the loss as a consequence of extraction.

Final Answer: Efficiency might ironically lead to more resource use

Answer: (B)
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Q4.

Concept: This question requires identifying a specific correlation
mentioned in the text. In environmental science and economics,
researchers often track how the "material footprint" (extraction of
ores, minerals, fossil fuels, and biomass) impacts the biosphere and
ecosystem health.

Solution: According to the passage: "Data from the 2024 Global
Resources Outlook suggests that resource extraction has tripled since

1970, correlating with a 90% loss in biodiversity."

* (A) A 70% rise in CAPEX: The text mentions high CAPEX as

a bottleneck, but does not provide a specific "70%" figure.

* (B) Massive biodiversity decline: This is the correct correlation

stated in the text (specifically a 90% loss).

e (C) Standardized metrics: The text mentions a lack of standard-
1zed metrics as a problem, not as something linked to increased

extraction.

e (D) The 1970 economic boom: The text uses 1970 as a baseline
year for comparison (stating extraction has tripled since then),
but does not explicitly link the extraction to an "economic boom"

of that specific year.

Final Answer: Massive biodiversity decline

Answer: (B)
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Qs.

Concept: Identifying the tone of an author involves analyzing the
word choice, the balance of perspectives, and the overall attitude
toward the subject matter. A professional text that discusses both the
necessity of a change and the specific risks involved typically avoids
emotional extremes in favor of objective evaluation.

Solution: The passage characterizes the circular economy as a "core
macroeconomic necessity" and uses data to support its claims, yet it
also highlights "systemic bottlenecks" and the risk of the "rebound

effect."

* (A) Dismissive: Incorrect; the author takes the subject very

seriously, calling it a "core necessity."

* (B) Purely whimsical: Incorrect; the writing is formal, data-

driven, and lacks a playful or fanciful tone.

* (C) Analytical and cautious: This is the correct description.
The author provides a logical breakdown of the model (analytical)
while warning about technical, financial, and behavioral obstacles

(cautious).

* (D) Overwhelmingly pessimistic: Incorrect; while the author
mentions challenges, the overall message is one of necessity and
potential for "restorative and regenerative" growth, rather than

hopelessness.

Final Answer: Analytical and cautious

Answer: (C)
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Q6.

Concept: A "Closed-loop" system is a key pillar of the Circular
Economy. It refers to a production process where post-consumer
waste is collected, recycled, or refurbished and then reintroduced into
the production cycle, effectively eliminating waste and reducing the
need for new raw material extraction.

Solution: To identify the correct example, we must look for the option

that keeps materials in use rather than discarding them.

(A) Extracting oil for single-use plastics: This is a "Linear"
model (take-make-waste), as the plastic is used once and then
discarded.

* (B) Refurbishing old smartphones for resale: Thisis a "Closed-
loop" system. It extends the life of a product and its components,
ensuring they stay within the economic cycle rather than entering
a landfill.

* (C) Exporting waste to landfill sites: This represents the

end-point of a linear system and is the opposite of a closed loop.

* (D) Increasing the rate of resource extraction: This describes
an intensification of the "take" phase of a linear model, leading

to higher environmental degradation.

Final Answer: Refurbishing old smartphones for resale

Answer: (B)
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Q7.

Concept: A simile is a figure of speech that compares two different
things using the words "like" or "as." In this context, the author
compares the sensation of the water to "a thousand needles" to convey
a specific sensory experience to the reader.

Solution: The phrase "biting like a thousand needles" focuses on
the sharp, stinging sensation caused by extreme cold. By using the
image of needles, the author highlights how the freezing temperature
physically pierces or stings Elara’s skin. It is not about the visual
beauty of the lake or a psychological fear, but rather a description of
the harsh environmental conditions.

Final Answer: The physical intensity of the temperature

Answer: (B)

Q8.

Concept: The phrase "map of a thousand stories" is a metaphor used
to describe the elderly woman’s face.

Solution: The phrase refers to the wrinkles on the elderly woman’s
face. Her wrinkles symbolize the many experiences and stories she
has lived through, as the narrator describes her eyes as crinkling into
a "map of a thousand stories."

Final Answer: The wrinkles on the woman’s face

Answer: (B)
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Q9.

Concept: Themes in literature often use metaphorical language
to explore abstract ideas. When an inanimate object like water is
personified as having "memory" of a landscape’s ancient history, it
serves to connect the past with the present and emphasize the enduring
nature of the world.

Solution: The grandfather’s statement implies that even as the physical
world changes (the mountains being "worn down"), the essence of
those things remains captured in nature. By linking the ancient
mountains to the current lake, the author highlights how the past is
preserved through time, reinforcing a theme of continuity and the
lasting impact of memory.

Final Answer: The persistence of time and memory

Answer: (C)
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Q10.

Concept:

The verb "recede" is derived from the Latin recedere, meaning to go
back or withdraw. In the context of bodies of water, tides, or glaciers,
it specifically refers to the movement of the substance away from a
previous point or the lowering of its volume/level.

Solution:

The passage mentions the Echo-stone is revealed only when the
tide "receded to its lowest point in a century." For an object on the
lakebed to become visible, the water must pull away or drop in level.
Therefore, the word describes the water moving back to expose the
ground beneath.

Final Answer:

The water level dropping or moving back

Answer: (B)
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Q11.
Concept:
Descriptive imagery is used to give objects unique qualities that
distinguish them from their surroundings. The author uses specific
vocabulary related to light and biology to characterize the artifact
once it is finally found.
Solution:
The text describes the object as "glinting with an inner biolumines-
cence" and looking like a "jagged shard of glass-like rock." Biolu-
minescence refers to light produced by a living organism or, in this
metaphorical case, a light coming from within the stone itself.
Final Answer:
As a shard with its own light
Answer: (B)

Q12.

Concept:

Mood is the emotional atmosphere created by a writer through setting,
imagery, and plot details. Elements like "mythic artifacts," "inner
bioluminescence," and "fallen pieces of the sky" shift the atmosphere
away from the mundane toward something extraordinary.

Solution:

The combination of a rare astronomical event (the lowest tide in a
century), the search for a "mythic" object, and the vibrant, almost
magical descriptions of the lake creates a sense of wonder and
expectation. This atmosphere is best defined as mystical anticipation.
Final Answer:

Mystical anticipation

Answer: (C)
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Q13.

Concept: A central metaphor is the primary comparison that estab-
lishes the framework for a piece of writing. While an author may
use multiple comparisons to illustrate different facets of a topic, the
central metaphor is typically introduced at the beginning and serves
as the foundation for the surrounding imagery.

Solution: The very first line of the passage states, "Ambition is like
the sea." The author then expands on this by discussing the "horizon"
and the "saltiness" associated with the sea. Although "stagnant pond"
and "monsoon" are used later to describe the absence or excess of
ambition, the "sea" is the primary metaphor used to define its overall
nature.

Final Answer: The sea

Answer: (B)

Ql4.

Concept: In the metaphor "Ambition is like the sea," the author uses
"saltiness" to represent a paradox. Just as seawater is abundant but
cannot quench thirst (and actually dehydrates a person), ambition
provides a grand vision but can simultaneously drain or "parch" the
human spirit.

Solution: The passage notes that the saltiness "can parch the very
spirit it seeks to nourish." This indicates that while ambition drives a
person forward, it has a harsh, depleting quality or negative side effect
that can leave a person feeling unsatisfied or emotionally exhausted.
Final Answer: The inherent bitterness or negative side effects of

striving

Answer: (B)
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Q1s.

Concept: The "climbing shadow" is a symbolic representation of the
relationship between achievement and loss. In physics, the higher an
object is relative to a light source, the longer its shadow can appear;
here, it serves as a moral metaphor.

Solution: The author explains this phrase by stating: "the higher
one ascends towards the light of success, the longer and darker the
shadow of one’s sacrifices becomes." Therefore, the shadow directly
symbolizes the personal costs and things given up to reach the top.

Final Answer: The growing sacrifices and costs of achieving success

Answer: (B)

Q1e.

Concept: The author uses contrasting water-based metaphors to
describe the extremes of ambition. While the sea represents ambition
itself, other bodies of water represent the state of having too much or
too little of it.

Solution: The passage explicitly states: "To be without it [ambition]
is to be a stagnant pond." This comparison suggests that a lack of
ambition leads to a lack of movement, growth, or vitality.

Final Answer: A stagnant pond

Answer: (C)
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Q17.

Concept: A rhetorical question is used to nudge the reader toward
a specific conclusion without stating it as a fact. By contrasting
"treacherous peaks" with "meadows of contentment," the author
suggests where a peaceful life might truly lie.

Solution: The final question asks if the "true art of living" is found in
the "meadows of contentment, far below the treacherous peaks." This
implies that a life of peace and simple satisfaction is a valid—and
perhaps superior—alternative to the darkness of the ambitious trail.

Final Answer: Living in contentment and simplicity

Answer: (B)

Qi8.

Concept: Tone is the author’s attitude toward the subject matter.
When a text uses metaphors, asks deep questions about the meaning of
life, and weighs the pros and cons of human nature, it moves beyond
simple information or persuasion into the realm of deep thought.
Solution: The passage does not try to sell a product (persuasive),
tell a joke (humorous), or simply list facts (informative). Instead, it
uses poetic imagery to ponder the human condition and the value of
success, making it philosophically reflective.

Final Answer: Philosophically reflective

Answer: (B)
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Q19.

Concept: Sentence restructuring requires identifying the subject-
verb-object (SVO) pattern. The subject phrase must be established
first, followed by the auxiliary verb and its corresponding impact on
the predicate.

Solution: To form a logical sentence, we start with the noun phrase
"The rapid advancement" (Q), followed by the prepositional phrase
defining it, "of artificial intelligence" (S). We then add the verb
phrase "has fundamentally altered" (R) and conclude with the object
"of the global economy" (P). The coherent sentence is: "The rapid
advancement of artificial intelligence has fundamentally altered the
landscape of the global economy."

Final Answer: QSRP

Answer: (B)

Q20.

Concept: Sentence reconstruction involves organizing fragments to
follow a logical and grammatical sequence. Typically, this follows
the pattern of Subject + Modal/Verb + Object + Purpose/Goal.
Solution: To form a coherent statement, we identify the main clause:
"We must adopt” (R) followed by the direct object "sustainable farming
practices" (S). This action is linked to its primary objective, "to
ensure food security" (P), and specified for the intended beneficiaries,
"for future generations" (Q). The complete sentence is: "We must
adopt sustainable farming practices to ensure food security for future
generations."

Final Answer: RSPQ

Answer: (A)
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Q21.

Concept: Rearranging sentence fragments involves identifying the
dependent clause and the independent clause to ensure a logical
temporal and thematic flow. In this case, the sentence describes an
action occurring simultaneously with a specific state of the subject.
Solution: To form a coherent sentence, we start with the dependent
clause "while the orchestra played" (P), followed by the object of the
playing, "a haunting melody" (R). This sets the scene for the main
clause: "the audience remained" (Q) "completely spellbound" (S).
Combining these fragments results in: "While the orchestra played
a haunting melody, the audience remained completely spellbound."
This corresponds to the sequence P-R-Q-S.

Final Answer: PRQS (Note: Based on the provided multiple-choice
options, if PRQS is not listed, the closest logical structure is often
the intended answer; however, following the fragment logic strictly,

PRQS is the grammatical choice.)

Answer: (C)
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Q22.

Concept: Rearranging sentence fragments involves identifying the
grammatical subject and the correlative conjunction structure (e.g.,
"not just about... but about...") to establish a clear comparison or
definition.

Solution: To form a coherent sentence, we identify the subject
"True leadership" (R). This is followed by the defining verb phrase
"is not just about" (P). The first part of the comparison is "personal
achievement" (Q), and the second part is introduced by the coordinating
phrase "but about empowering others" (S). The complete sentence
is: "True leadership is not just about personal achievement but about
empowering others." This follows the sequence R-P-Q-S.

Final Answer: RPQS

Answer: (A)

Q23.

Concept: Rearranging sentence fragments requires identifying the
main clause (Subject + Verb + Object) and logically placing modifiers
or prepositional phrases that indicate location, description, or purpose.
Solution: To form a coherent sentence, we start with the main action:
"they demolished the old clock tower" (R). This is followed by the
relative clause "that stood for centuries" (Q), which describes the
tower. Next, we specify the location, "in the heart of the city" (P),
and finally, the purpose of the action, "to make way for a mall" (S).
The resulting sentence is: "They demolished the old clock tower that
stood for centuries in the heart of the city to make way for a mall."
Final Answer: RQPS

Answer: (C)
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Q24.

Concept: Rearranging sentence fragments involves identifying the
introductory phrase (often indicating condition or contrast), the main
subject-verb clause, and the concluding prepositional phrases that
provide temporal or emotional context.

Solution: To form a coherent sentence, we start with the concessive
phrase "despite the heavy rain" (P), which sets the condition. This
is followed by the main action "the match continued" (Q). We then
add the temporal limit "until the final whistle" (R) and finish with
the result or reaction "to the delight of the fans" (S). The complete
sentence is: "Despite the heavy rain, the match continued until the
final whistle to the delight of the fans."

Final Answer: PQRS

Answer: (A)

Q25.

Concept: Vocabulary selection in a sentence requires identifying the
contextual clues provided. Here, the contrast is between "complex
quantum theory" and the fact that "even beginners understood."
This implies the explanation was exceptionally clear and easy to
comprehend.

Solution: The word "Pellucid" means translucently clear or easily
understood. It perfectly fits the context because it explains why a
difficult subject became accessible to novices. In contrast, "Obscure"
(unclear), "Verbose" (wordy), and "Arduous" (difficult) would all
explain why beginners would *not* understand the theory.

Final Answer: Pellucid

Answer: (B)
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Q26.

Concept: Contextual vocabulary involves choosing a word that
logically completes the scenario described. The phrase "after hours
of debate" suggests a process of reaching a consensus or a final
agreement among a group of people.

Solution: The word "Unanimous" means fully in agreement or sup-
ported by everyone involved. It is the most logical choice for a com-
mittee reaching a final decision after a long discussion. "Rancorous"
(bitter), "Precarious" (unstable), and "Fugitive" (fleeing/fleeting) do
not fit the context of a formal collective agreement.

Final Answer: Unanimous

Answer: (B)

Q27.

Concept: This sentence completion task requires identifying a noun
that describes skillful handling of a sensitive social or political
situation. The key context clue is "ensuring that neither nation felt
insulted," which implies a high level of tact and delicacy.

Solution: The word **"Finesse"** refers to intricate and refined
skill, especially in handling difficult situations or diplomacy. It fits
perfectly here. In contrast, "Audacity" and "Temerity" both imply a
type of boldness or rashness that would likely cause an insult, while
"Indifference"” (lack of concern) would be the opposite of the careful
attention required for successful negotiations.

Final Answer: Finesse

Answer: (B)
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Q28.

Concept: Contextual vocabulary requires selecting a word that
matches the physical characteristics described. The clue "water is
more precious than gold" indicates an extreme lack of moisture, a
defining trait of specific geographic environments.

Solution: The word **"Arid"** means having little or no rain; too
dry or barren to support much vegetation. This perfectly describes
the Sahara Desert. In contrast, "Verdant" means lush and green,
"Teeming" means full of life/swarming, and "Resilient" refers to the
ability to recover quickly from difficulties, which—while perhaps true
of desert life—does not describe the landscape’s primary moisture
level.

Final Answer: Arid

Answer: (B)

Q29.

Concept: Contextual vocabulary involves matching a character trait
with the behavior described. The phrase "never spent a penny more
than was absolutely necessary" describes an extreme degree of frugal-
ity or stinginess.

Solution: The word **"Parsimony"** refers to extreme unwillingness
to spend money or use resources. This perfectly aligns with the
description of her spending habits. To compare: "Magnanimity"
refers to generosity, "Affability" refers to being friendly/approachable,
and "Levity" refers to humor or lack of seriousness.

Final Answer: Parsimony

Answer: (B)
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Q30.

Concept: This question requires matching specific vocabulary words
with their correct definitions. Success depends on identifying the
primary trait or action associated with each term.

Solution:

* (1) Diligent: Refers to someone who shows care and consci-
entiousness in their work or duties. This matches with (b)

Hardworking and careful.

* (2) Curtail: A verb meaning to impose a restriction on or to

shorten. This matches with (a) To reduce in size or amount.

* (3) Loquacious: An adjective describing a person who tends to
talk a great deal. This matches with (c¢) Very talkative.

Therefore, the correct mapping is 1-b, 2-a, and 3-c.

Final Answer: 1-b, 2-a, 3-c

Answer: (A)
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Q31.

Concept: Phrasal verbs combine a base verb with a preposition or
adverb to create a unique meaning. Matching them requires identifying
the specific action or context each combination represents.

Solution:

* (1) Bring up: This phrasal verb means to introduce a subject
or mention a topic in conversation. This matches with (b) To

mention a topic.

* (2) Set off: This means to begin a trip or travel. This matches

with (a) To start a journey.

* (3) Hold on: This is a common expression used to ask someone

to pause. This matches with (c¢) To wait for a short time.

The correct sequence is 1-b, 2-a, and 3-c.

Final Answer: 1-b, 2-a, 3-c

Answer: (A)

Q32.

Concept: This question involves matching words with their antonyms.
Solution: - "Zenith" has the opposite meaning of "Nadir." - "Fragile"
has the opposite meaning of "Strong." - "Arrogant" has the opposite

meaning of "Humble."

Final Answer: |1 —a,2—-¢,3-b

Answer: (A)
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Q33.

Concept: This matching exercise focuses on specific biological
terminology used to identify the offspring of various animal species.

Solution: By analyzing the pairings:
* (1) Kangaroo: A young kangaroo is called a (b) Joey.
* (2) Swan: A young swan is called a (a) Cygnet.
* (3) Deer: A young deer is called a (c) Fawn.

Combining these, the correct sequence is 1-b, 2-a, and 3-c.

Final Answer: 1-b, 2-a, 3-c

Answer: (A)
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Q34.

Concept: This question tests the understanding of common Latin
phrases that have been integrated into English, particularly in legal,
political, and professional contexts.

Solution: An analysis of the terms shows that all definitions provided

are accurate:

* Bona fide: Derived from Latin for "in good faith," it indicates

that an action or person is genuine and without intent to deceive.

* Ad hoc: Meaning "for this" or "for a specific purpose," it
describes a solution or committee created for a particular task

rather than as part of a wider plan.

» Status quo: Translates to "the state in which," referring to the

current or existing state of affairs.

Since all individual matches (A), (B), and (C) are correct, (D) is the
appropriate choice.
Final Answer: All of the above

Answer: (D)
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Q3s.

Concept: Synonym identification requires finding a word that shares
a similar meaning with the target word. The verb "abate" is commonly
used to describe a reduction in intensity, amount, or degree.
Solution: The word **"Abate"** means to become less intense
or widespread, often used in the context of storms, pain, or noise.
**"Subside"** is its closest synonym, as it also means to become
less intense, violent, or severe. In contrast, "Increase” is an antonym,
"Provoke" means to stimulate a reaction, and "Stabilize" means to
make something unlikely to change or fail.

Final Answer: Subside

Answer: (B)

Q36.

Concept: Identifying synonyms requires evaluating the core definition
of the target word. "Pragmatic" refers to a specific approach to
problems and situations that prioritizes functional results over ideas
or theories.

Solution: The word **"Pragmatic"** means dealing with things
sensibly and realistically in a way that is based on practical rather
than theoretical considerations. Therefore, **"Practical"** 1s the
correct synonym. In contrast, "Idealistic" and "Theoretical" represent
the opposite approaches, and "Emotional” refers to a state of feeling
rather than a method of problem-solving.

Final Answer: Practical

Answer: (B)
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Q37.

Concept: The task is to identify the synonym for the word "Metic-
ulous." A synonym is a word that has a similar meaning in a given
context.

Solution:

* Meticulous means showing great attention to detail; very careful

and precise.

(A) Careless is an antonym, meaning not giving sufficient

attention or thought to avoiding harm or errors.

(B) Scrupulous means (of a person or process) diligent, thorough,

and extremely attentive to details. This is the correct synonym.

(C) Rapid refers to speed, not the quality of attention or care.

(D) Sloppy is an antonym, meaning careless and unsystematic;

excessively casual.

Final Answer: Scrupulous

Answer: (B)
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Q38.

Concept: The task is to identify the synonym for the word "Candid."
Synonyms are words that carry nearly identical meanings in specific
contexts.

Solution:

» Candid refers to a person or statement that is truthful, straightfor-
ward, and sincere. It implies an absence of deception or hidden

agendas.

* (A) Deceptive is an antonym, meaning giving an appearance or

impression different from the true one.

* (B) Frank means open, honest, and direct in speech or writing,
especially when dealing with unpalatable matters. This is the

correct synonym.

* (C) Reserved describes a person who does not make their feelings

or thoughts known, which is the opposite of being candid.

(D) Ambiguous refers to language that is open to more than one

interpretation; not clear.

Final Answer: Frank

Answer: (B)
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Q39.

Concept: The task is to identify the synonym for "Enigmatic." A
synonym is a word that shares a similar meaning with the target word.

Solution:

* Enigmatic is an adjective derived from "enigma." It describes
someone or something that is difficult to interpret, understand,

or explain; it is puzzling.
* (A) Simple is an antonym, meaning easily understood or done.

* (B) Mysterious means difficult or impossible to understand,
explain, or identify. This is the correct synonym as it captures

the essence of being a puzzle or a riddle.

e (C) Loud refers to volume and is irrelevant to the complexity of

understanding.

e (D) Transparent is an antonym, meaning easy to perceive or

detect; having no secrets.

Final Answer: Mysterious

Answer: (B)
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Q40.

Concept: This question asks for an antonym, which is a word with the
opposite meaning of the target word. "Altruistic" describes a specific
moral behavior regarding the welfare of others.

Solution:

* Altruistic means showing a disinterested and selfless concern

for the well-being of others; unselfish.

(A) Selfless is a synonym, meaning concerned more with the

needs and wishes of others than with one’s own.

(B) Benevolent is a synonym, meaning well-meaning and kindly.

(C) Selfish means (of a person, action, or motive) lacking
consideration for others; concerned chiefly with one’s own

personal profit or pleasure. This is the correct antonym.

(D) Charitable is a synonym, relating to the assistance of those

in need.

Final Answer: Selfish

Answer: (C)
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Q41.

Concept: This question asks for an antonym, which is a word that
means the opposite of the given word. "Frugal" describes a specific
style of resource management.

Solution:

* Frugal means sparing or economical with regard to money or

food; careful in spending.

(A) Thrifty is a synonym, meaning using money and other

resources carefully and not wastefully.

* (B) Extravagant means lacking restraint in spending money or
using resources; costing too much or being wasteful. This is the

correct antonym.

* (C) Economical is a synonym, meaning giving good value or

service in relation to the amount of money, time, or effort spent.

* (D) Miserly is a synonym with a negative connotation, meaning
relating to or characteristic of a miser (someone who hoards

money).

Final Answer: Extravagant

Answer: (B)
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Q42.

Concept: This question involves identifying an antonym, which
1s a word that possesses the opposite meaning of the target term.
"Cognizant" is a formal term used to describe a state of knowledge or
perception.

Solution:

* Cognizant means having knowledge or being aware of some-

thing; it implies being conscious or informed.

(A) Aware is a direct synonym, meaning having knowledge or

perception of a situation or fact.

(B) Mindful is a synonym, meaning conscious or aware of

something.

(C) Ignorant means lacking knowledge or awareness in general;

uneducated or uninformed. This is the correct antonym.

(D) Observant is a related synonym, meaning quick to notice

things; alert and aware.

Final Answer: Ignorant

Answer: (C)
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Q43.

Concept: This question asks for an antonym, which is a word that
means the opposite of the given word. "Transient" describes the
duration or lifespan of a state or object.

Solution:

e Transient means lasting only for a short time; impermanent or

staying only a short time in a place.

(A) Temporary is a synonym, meaning lasting for only a limited

period of time; not permanent.

(B) Permanent means lasting or intended to last or remain

unchanged indefinitely. This is the correct antonym.

(C) Fleeting is a synonym, meaning lasting for a very short time.

(D) Brief is a synonym, meaning of short duration.

Final Answer: Permanent

Answer: (B)
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Q44.

Concept: This question requires identifying an antonym, which is a
word that carries the opposite meaning of the target word. A "Eulogy"
is a specific type of formal expression, typically delivered in a public
setting.

Solution:

* Eulogy is a speech or piece of writing that praises someone or

something highly, typically someone who has just died.

(A) Praise is a synonym, as it refers to the expression of approval

or admiration.

* (B) Criticism refers to the expression of disapproval of someone
or something based on perceived faults or mistakes. This is the

correct antonym.

e (C) Tribute is a synonym, meaning an act, statement, or gift that

is intended to show gratitude, respect, or admiration.

(D) Speech is a general category; while a eulogy is a type of

speech, "speech" itself is not an antonym.

Final Answer: Criticism

Answer: (B)
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Q45.

Concept: This question tests the understanding of common English
idioms. An idiom is a phrase where the collective meaning is different
from the literal dictionary definitions of the individual words.

Solution: The idiom **"Under the weather"** 1s a widely used
expression to describe someone who feels slightly unwell or indisposed.
It typically refers to minor illnesses like a cold, headache, or general

exhaustion rather than a serious medical emergency.

* (A) Raining: This is a literal interpretation of "weather" but

does not reflect the idiomatic meaning.

* (B) Feeling sick: This is the correct definition. If someone is
"under the weather," they might be staying in bed to recover from

a minor ailment.

* (C) Happy: This is the opposite of the idiom’s typical connota-

tion.

* (D) In trouble: This corresponds to idioms like "in hot water"

or "in a bind," but not this specific phrase.

Final Answer: Feeling sick

Answer: (B) \
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Q46.

Concept: This question focuses on idiomatic expressions. The phrase
"Leave no stone unturned" is a figurative expression that emphasizes
thoroughness and persistence in a search or an investigation.

Solution: The idiom **"Leave no stone unturned"** originates from
an ancient Greek legend about a general seeking buried treasure; he
was advised to move every stone to find it. In modern usage, it means

to search or investigate exhaustively.

* (A) To be physically strong: Incorrect; while moving stones
requires strength, the idiom is about effort and thoroughness, not

muscle.

* (B) To act in a careless or messy manner: Incorrect; this is the

opposite of the idiom’s meaning, which implies extreme care.

* (C) To try every possible course of action to achieve something:
This is the correct meaning. It implies that a person is being
incredibly thorough and has explored every potential lead or

solution.

* (D) To hide a secret in a difficult place: Incorrect; the idiom

refers to the act of finding or solving, not hiding.

Final Answer: To try every possible course of action to achieve

something

Answer: (C)
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Q47.

Concept: This question examines the understanding of metaphorical
language. The idiom "To beat around the bush" is used to describe
a specific style of communication where the speaker is not being
straightforward.

Solution: The idiom **"To beat around the bush"** originated from
hunting; participants would beat the area around a bush to flush out
birds or animals without hitting the bush directly. In a conversational
context, it means to talk about irrelevant things to avoid speaking

about the most important or uncomfortable part of a subject.

(A) To clear a garden: Incorrect; this is a literal interpretation

of the words.

(B) To avoid the main topic: This is the correct meaning. It
describes someone who is stalling or being evasive instead of

getting to the point.

(C) To be very direct: Incorrect; this is the exact opposite of

the idiom’s meaning.

(D) To go hunting: While the idiom has roots in hunting, its

modern usage is strictly figurative and relates to communication.

Final Answer: To avoid the main topic

Answer: (B)
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Q48.

Concept: This question tests vocabulary related to personality types
and philosophical outlooks. It asks for a specific noun that describes
a person’s emotional temperament and resilience.

Solution: The definition provided describes a person who practices
self-control and fortitude as a means of overcoming destructive

emotions.

* (A) Altruist: A person who is unselfishly concerned for or

devoted to the welfare of others.

* (B) Stoic: A person who can endure pain or hardship without
showing their feelings or complaining. This originates from the

Hellenistic philosophy of Stoicism. This is the correct answer.

* (C) Narcissist: A person who has an excessive interest in or

admiration of themselves.

* (D) Epicurean: A person devoted to sensual enjoyment, espe-
cially derived from fine food and drink; essentially the opposite

of a stoic in terms of seeking pleasure.

Final Answer: Stoic

Answer: (B) \
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Q49.

Concept: This question asks for a "One Word Substitution," which
involves identifying a single word that captures the full meaning of
a descriptive phrase. This specific term relates to a person’s social
outlook and attitude toward humanity.

Solution:

* (A) Philanthropist: A person who seeks to promote the welfare
of others, typically by the generous donation of money to good

causes. This is the exact opposite of the person described.

* (B) Misanthrope: A person who dislikes humankind and avoids
human society. The word comes from the Greek misos (hatred)

and anthropos (man/human). This is the correct answer.
* (C) Polyglot: A person who knows or uses several languages.

e (D) Optimist: A person who tends to be hopeful and confident

about the future or the success of something.

Final Answer: Misanthrope

Answer: (B)
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Q50.

Concept: This is a "One Word Substitution" question focusing
on various branches of science and academic study. It requires
distinguishing between words that sound similar but have vastly
different meanings.

Solution:

* (A) Entomology: The branch of zoology concerned with the
study of **insects**. Though it sounds similar to the target

word, it is entirely different in subject matter.

* (B) Etymology: The study of the **origin of words** and the
way in which their meanings have changed throughout history.

This is the correct answer.

* (C) Archaeology: The study of human history and prehistory
through the excavation of sites and the analysis of artifacts and

other physical remains.

» (D) Pathology: The science of the causes and effects of diseases,
especially the branch of medicine that deals with the laboratory

examination of samples of body tissue.

Final Answer: Etymology

Answer: (B)
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