UP Board Class 12 Nagrik Shastra 323 (AW) 2023 Question Paper
with Solutions

] Time Allowed : 3 Hours \ Maximum Marks : 100 \

General Instructions

Read the following instructions very carefully and strictly follow them:
1. All questions are compulsory.
2. Question Nos. 1 to 10 are Multiple Choice Type.

3. Question Nos. 11 to 20 are Very Short Type, which are to be answered in about 10
words (one sentence)

4. Question Nos. 21 to 26 are of Short Answer Type. Their answers to be given in
about 50 words.

5. Question Nos. 27 to 30 are Short Answer Type. Their answers to be given in
about 100 to 120 words.

6. Question Nos. 31 and 32 are Long Answer Type. Their answers to be given in
about 250 words.

7. Marks allotted to the questions are indicated against them.

1. Where is the International Court of Justice located?

Correct Answer: (D) Hague

Solution:

Step 1: Understanding the Concept:
The question asks for the location of the International Court of Justice (ICJ). The ICJ is the
principal judicial organ of the United Nations (UN).

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:

The International Court of Justice has its seat at the Peace Palace in The Hague, Netherlands.
It is the only one of the six principal organs of the United Nations not located in New York
City.



Let’s analyze the other options:

(A) Geneva: Geneva hosts the headquarters of many international organizations, including
the World Health Organization (WHO) and the International Committee of the Red Cross, but
not the 1CJ.

(B) New York: New York is home to the United Nations Headquarters, but not the ICJ.
(C) Paris: Paris is the headquarters for organizations like UNESCO, but not the ICJ.

Step 3: Final Answer:
Based on the facts, the International Court of Justice is located in The Hague. Therefore,
option (D) is the correct answer.

Quick Tip

For general knowledge exams, create a list of major international organizations and their
headquarters. This is a frequently tested topic. Key examples include UN (New York),
WHO (Geneva), UNESCO (Paris), and ICJ (The Hague).

2. Who founded the Indian National Congress?

(A) A.O. Hume

(B) Mahatma Gandhi
(C) Jawaharlal Nehru
(D) Vallabhbhai Patel

Correct Answer: (A) A.O. Hume

Solution:

Step 1: Understanding the Concept:
The question asks to identify the founder of the Indian National Congress (INC), one of the
oldest political parties in India.

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:

The Indian National Congress was founded in December 1885. The initiative was taken by
Allan Octavian Hume, a retired Scottish civil servant. He played a crucial role in bringing
together Indian leaders to form the organization.

The other options were prominent leaders of the INC at later stages but not the founder:

(B) Mahatma Gandhi: He became a leading figure in the INC after his return to India in
1915.

(C) Jawaharlal Nehru: He was a key leader and the first Prime Minister of India.

(D) Vallabhbhai Patel: He was another influential leader in the independence movement.

Step 3: Final Answer:
A.O. Hume is credited with the foundation of the Indian National Congress. Thus, option (A)
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1s correct.

Quick Tip

When studying the Indian National Congress, remember three key facts: the founder
(A.O. Hume), the year of foundation (1885), and the president of the first session
(Womesh Chunder Bonnerjee).

3. Which country used the atomic bomb during the World War-I1?

(A) Russia
(B) America
(C) Germany
(D) Britain

Correct Answer: (B) America

Solution:

Step 1: Understanding the Concept:
This question pertains to a significant event during the end of World War II - the use of atomic
weapons.

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:

The United States of America is the only country to have used atomic weapons in warfare.
During World War II, the U.S. dropped two atomic bombs on Japan in August 1945.

- The first bomb, named " Little Boy,” was dropped on the city of Hiroshima on August 6, 1945.
- The second bomb, named ”Fat Man,” was dropped on the city of Nagasaki on August 9, 1945.
The project to develop these bombs was known as the Manhattan Project. The other countries
listed were involved in WWII but did not use atomic weapons.

Step 3: Final Answer:
America (the United States) used the atomic bomb during World War II. Therefore, option
(B) is the correct choice.

Quick Tip

Remember the key details of the atomic bombings: the country (USA), the target country
(Japan), the cities (Hiroshima and Nagasaki), and the dates (August 6 and 9, 1945).




4. Who was the President of Soviet Union at the time of the dissolution of Russia?
(A) Lenin
(B) Stalin
(C) Nikita Khrushchev
(D) Mikhail Gorbachev

Correct Answer: (D) Mikhail Gorbachev

Solution:

Step 1: Understanding the Concept:
The question asks about the leader of the Soviet Union when it was dissolved. Note that the
question misstates ”dissolution of Russia”; it should be the ”dissolution of the Soviet Union”.

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:

The Soviet Union was officially dissolved in December 1991. The last president of the Soviet
Union was Mikhail Gorbachev. His policies of Glasnost (openness) and Perestroika (restruc-
turing) inadvertently led to the series of events that caused the collapse of the USSR.

Let’s look at the other leaders mentioned:

(A) Lenin: He was the first leader of the Soviet Union, from 1922 until his death in 1924.
(B) Stalin: He succeeded Lenin and ruled until his death in 1953.

(C) Nikita Khrushchev: He led the Soviet Union during part of the Cold War, from 1953
to 1964.

Step 3: Final Answer:
Mikhail Gorbachev was the final leader of the Soviet Union. Hence, option (D) is the correct
answer.

Quick Tip

Associate key leaders with major historical periods. Gorbachev is synonymous with the
end of the Cold War and the collapse of the Soviet Union.

5. When did the Cold War end?
(A) December 1991
(B) December 1990
(C) December 1992
(D) December 1993

Correct Answer: (A) December 1991



Solution:

Step 1: Understanding the Concept:
The question asks for the date marking the end of the Cold War, a period of geopolitical tension
between the United States and the Soviet Union and their respective allies.

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:

While the end of the Cold War can be seen as a process, the most definitive event that marks its
conclusion is the dissolution of the Soviet Union (USSR). The USSR was officially dissolved on
December 26, 1991. This event formally ended the bipolar world order that had characterized
the Cold War era. Other events like the fall of the Berlin Wall in 1989 are symbolic milestones,
but the official end is tied to the collapse of the Soviet Union.

Step 3: Final Answer:
The Cold War is considered to have ended with the dissolution of the Soviet Union in December
1991. Therefore, option (A) is the most accurate answer.

Remember that major historical periods often have a key event that marks their end.
For the Cold War, the most widely accepted endpoint is the dissolution of the USSR in
1991.

6. What is the Misterist Treaty related to?

(A) European Union
(B) UNO
(C) SAARC
(D) India

Correct Answer: (A) European Union

Solution:

Step 1: Understanding the Concept:

The question asks about the ”Misterist Treaty”. This is likely a typographical error for the
"Maastricht Treaty”. This treaty is a foundational document for a major international organi-
zation.

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:

Assuming ”Misterist” is a typo for ”Maastricht”, the Maastricht Treaty (officially the Treaty
on European Union) was signed on February 7, 1992, in Maastricht, Netherlands. Its primary
purpose was to formally establish the European Union (EU). The treaty laid the foundation
for the Euro currency and established the three-pillar structure of the EU.



The other options are incorrect:

(B) UNO: The United Nations Organization was founded in 1945 by the UN Charter.

(C) SAARC: The South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation was founded in 1985.
(D) India: The treaty is not directly related to India as a country.

Step 3: Final Answer:
The Maastricht Treaty is directly related to the formation of the European Union. Thus, option
(A) is correct.

Quick Tip

In exams, be prepared for potential typos in questions. Use the context and options to
infer the intended word. The Maastricht Treaty is a landmark treaty in the history of
European integration.

7. Who Nationalised banks in India?

(A) Rajiv Gandhi
(B) Indira Gandhi
(C) Sanjay Gandhi
(D) Sonia Gandhi

Correct Answer: (B) Indira Gandhi

Solution:

Step 1: Understanding the Concept:
The question asks to identify the Indian leader responsible for the nationalization of banks.
This was a major economic policy decision in post-independence India.

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:

The nationalization of banks in India occurred in two phases under the prime ministership of
Indira Gandhi.

- Phase 1 (1969): On July 19, 1969, the Government of India issued an ordinance and na-
tionalised the 14 largest commercial banks in the country.

- Phase 2 (1980): In 1980, the government nationalised another six banks.

This policy was aimed at giving the government more control over credit delivery to promote
economic development and serve the needs of sectors like agriculture and small-scale industries.
The other individuals listed were not in power during these events.

Step 3: Final Answer:
Indira Gandhi was the Prime Minister who led the nationalization of banks in India. Therefore,
option (B) is correct.



Quick Tip

Remember the two key years for bank nationalization in India: 1969 (14 banks) and
1980 (6 banks), both under Indira Gandhi’s government. This is a crucial topic in Indian
economic history.

8. When did Hyderabad merge with India?

(A) 1948
(B) 1950
(C) 1947
(D) 1961

Correct Answer: (A) 1948

Solution:

Step 1: Understanding the Concept:
This question deals with the integration of princely states into the Dominion of India after
independence in 1947.

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:

At the time of Indian independence in 1947, the princely state of Hyderabad, ruled by the
Nizam, initially chose to remain independent. After negotiations failed, the Indian government
launched a military operation named Operation Polo. The operation took place in September
1948, leading to the surrender of the Nizam’s army and the annexation of Hyderabad into the
Indian Union. The process was completed on September 18, 1948.

Step 3: Final Answer:
Hyderabad merged with India in 1948. Therefore, option (A) is the correct answer.

Quick Tip

Remember the code name for the annexation of Hyderabad: ”Operation Polo”. Under-
standing the integration of key princely states like Hyderabad, Junagadh, and Jammu &
Kashmir is important for post-independence history.

9. When was Bangladesh formed?

(A) 1971
(B) 1973
(C) 1947



(D) 1950

Correct Answer: (A) 1971

Solution:

Step 1: Understanding the Concept:
The question asks for the year of formation of the country of Bangladesh.

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:

Bangladesh was previously known as East Pakistan, a part of Pakistan since the partition of
India in 1947. Due to political, economic, and linguistic discrimination, a liberation move-
ment emerged. The Bangladesh Liberation War took place in 1971. Bangladesh declared its
independence on March 26, 1971. The war ended on December 16, 1971, with the surrender of
the Pakistani army, leading to the official establishment of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh.

Step 3: Final Answer:
Bangladesh was formed as an independent nation in 1971. Hence, option (A) is the correct
answer.

Quick Tip

The formation of Bangladesh is intrinsically linked to the Indo-Pakistani War of 1971.
Remembering this connection helps in recalling the correct year.

10. When was the 'Dalit Panthers’ organization formed?

Correct Answer: (B) 1972

Solution:

Step 1: Understanding the Concept:
The question asks for the formation year of the Dalit Panthers, a significant social and political
movement in India.

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:
The Dalit Panthers was a social organization that sought to combat caste discrimination. It
was founded by Namdeo Dhasal, Raja Dhale, and Arun Kamble in Bombay (now Mumbai),



Maharashtra, on May 29, 1972. The movement was inspired by the Black Panther Party in the
United States and was an influential part of Dalit literature and activism in the 1970s.

Step 3: Final Answer:
The Dalit Panthers organization was formed in 1972. Therefore, option (B) is the correct an-
swer.

When studying social movements, note their founding year, key leaders, and the region
of their primary influence. For the Dalit Panthers, the key information is 1972, Namdeo
Dhasal, and Maharashtra.

11. When was NATO established?

Correct Answer: April 4, 1949

Solution:

Step 1: Understanding the Concept:
The question asks for the establishment date of NATO, which stands for the North Atlantic
Treaty Organization. NATO is an intergovernmental military alliance.

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:

NATO was founded in the aftermath of World War II to provide collective security against the
threat of Soviet expansion. The founding treaty, known as the North Atlantic Treaty or the
Washington Treaty, was signed in Washington, D.C. The organization was created to serve as
a system of collective defense, where its member states agree to mutual defense in response to
an attack by any external party.

The treaty was signed on April 4, 1949. The twelve original founding members were Belgium,
Canada, Denmark, France, Iceland, Italy, Luxembourg, the Netherlands, Norway, Portugal, the
United Kingdom, and the United States.

Step 3: Final Answer:
The North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) was established on April 4, 1949.

Quick Tip

For international relations topics, it’s helpful to remember the context of an organization’s
founding. NATO was formed during the early Cold War to counter the influence of the
Soviet Union.




12. ASEAN was established after the signing of which declaration?

Correct Answer: The ASEAN Declaration (or Bangkok Declaration)

Solution:

Step 1: Understanding the Concept:
The question asks to identify the founding document of ASEAN (Association of Southeast
Asian Nations), an economic and political organization in Southeast Asia.

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:

ASEAN was established on August 8, 1967, in Bangkok, Thailand. The foreign ministers of the
five founding member countries—Indonesia, Malaysia, the Philippines, Singapore, and Thai-
land—signed a document that formally created the association. This founding document is
known as the ASEAN Declaration, or more commonly, the Bangkok Declaration, named
after the city where it was signed. The declaration outlined the aims and purposes of the
association, focusing on cooperation in economic, social, cultural, and other fields, as well as
promoting regional peace and stability.

Step 3: Final Answer:
ASEAN was established after the signing of the ASEAN Declaration, also known as the Bangkok
Declaration.

Quick Tip

Associate founding declarations with their location. Just as the North Atlantic Treaty
was signed in Washington, the ASEAN Declaration was signed in Bangkok, hence its
alternative name.

13. When was the SAFTA agreement signed?

Correct Answer: January 6, 2004

Solution:

Step 1: Understanding the Concept:

The question asks for the signing date of the SAFTA agreement. SAFTA stands for the South
Asian Free Trade Area, and it is an agreement among the member nations of the South Asian
Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC).

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:

The Agreement on the South Asian Free Trade Area (SAFTA) was signed during the 12th
SAARC Summit held in Islamabad, Pakistan. The date of the signing was January 6, 2004.
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The agreement came into force on January 1, 2006. Its objective is to promote and enhance
mutual trade and economic cooperation among the SAARC countries by reducing tariffs and
trade barriers.

Step 3: Final Answer:
The SAFTA agreement was signed on January 6, 2004.

Quick Tip

For international treaties and agreements, it’s important to distinguish between the date
of signing and the date it came into force (or effect). The signing date is when leaders
agree to the text, while the ”in-force” date is when its provisions become legally binding,
often after ratification.

14. What is the name of the environmental unit of UNO?

Correct Answer: United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP)

Solution:

Step 1: Understanding the Concept:
The question asks for the name of the main environmental body within the United Nations
Organization (UNO).

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:

The principal body of the United Nations dedicated to environmental issues is the United
Nations Environment Programme (UNEP). Established in June 1972 after the UN Con-
ference on the Human Environment in Stockholm, UNEP is responsible for coordinating the
UN’s environmental activities. Its mandate is to provide leadership, deliver science, and de-
velop solutions to a wide range of environmental issues, including climate change, biodiversity
loss, and pollution. Its headquarters is in Nairobi, Kenya.

Step 3: Final Answer:
The name of the environmental unit of the UNO is the United Nations Environment Programme
(UNEP).

Quick Tip

Remembering the acronyms of major UN bodies is very useful for exams. UNEP (Envi-
ronment), UNDP (Development), UNICEF (Children), and UNESCO (Education, Sci-

ence, Culture) are some of the most common ones.

11



15. What is the Kyoto Protocol related to?

Correct Answer: Reducing greenhouse gas emissions to combat climate change.

Solution:

Step 1: Understanding the Concept:
The question asks about the primary purpose or subject of the Kyoto Protocol.

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:

The Kyoto Protocol is an international treaty that operationalizes the United Nations Frame-
work Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC). Its main objective is to commit state parties
to reduce greenhouse gas emissions. It was based on the scientific consensus that global
warming is occurring and is driven by human-made CO2 emissions. The protocol set binding
emission reduction targets for 37 industrialized countries and the European community. The
gases it targeted include carbon dioxide (CO2), methane (CH4), nitrous oxide (N20), and oth-
ers. The protocol was adopted in Kyoto, Japan, on December 11, 1997, and entered into force
on February 16, 2005.

Step 3: Final Answer:
The Kyoto Protocol is related to the reduction of greenhouse gas emissions to address the issue
of global climate change.

Quick Tip

Connect major environmental treaties to their specific goals: The Montreal Protocol is
about protecting the ozone layer, while the Kyoto Protocol and the subsequent Paris
Agreement are about combating climate change by reducing greenhouse gas emissions.

16. What was the name of the activist who went on fast for the linguistic states?

Correct Answer: Potti Sreeramulu

Solution:

Step 1: Understanding the Concept:

The question seeks to identify the key activist who undertook a fast-unto-death, which was
a pivotal moment in the movement for the creation of states based on language in post-
independence India.

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:

The activist was Potti Sreeramulu, a dedicated Gandhian freedom fighter. He undertook a
fast-unto-death to demand the formation of a separate state for Telugu-speaking people from

12



the then Madras Presidency. His fast began on October 19, 1952, and lasted for 58 days. He
passed away on December 15, 1952. His death sparked widespread riots and protests in the
Telugu-speaking regions, compelling Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru to announce the for-
mation of the first linguistic state, Andhra State, which was officially formed on October 1,
1953. This event set a precedent for the reorganization of all Indian states along linguistic lines
through the States Reorganisation Act of 1956.

Step 3: Final Answer:
The name of the activist who went on a fast for the creation of linguistic states was Potti
Sreeramulu.

Quick Tip

Potti Sreeramulu’s sacrifice is a landmark event in the history of modern India. Remem-
ber him as the key figure whose actions directly led to the linguistic reorganization of
states.

17. When and by whom was the emergency declared?

Correct Answer: On June 25, 1975, by President Fakhruddin Ali Ahmed.

Solution:

Step 1: Understanding the Concept:
This question is referring to the National Emergency declared in India in the mid-1970s, a
highly significant and controversial period in India’s political history.

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:

The state of national emergency was proclaimed on the night of June 25, 1975. The official
proclamation was made by the then President of India, Fakhruddin Ali Ahmed. However,
the President made this declaration on the advice of the Prime Minister, Indira Gandhi, and
her government. The government cited ”internal disturbances” as the reason for the emergency,
invoking Article 352 of the Indian Constitution. The Emergency lasted for 21 months and was
lifted on March 21, 1977.

Step 3: Final Answer:
The emergency was declared on June 25, 1975, by President Fakhruddin Ali Ahmed, on the
advice of Prime Minister Indira Gandhi.
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Quick Tip

When discussing the 1975 Emergency, remember the key roles: Prime Minister Indira
Gandhi recommended it, and President Fakhruddin Ali Ahmed formally declared it. The
constitutional basis was Article 352.

18. Who led the rail strike of 19747

Correct Answer: George Fernandes

Solution:

Step 1: Understanding the Concept:
The question asks to identify the leader of the historic all-India railway strike that took place
in 1974.

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:

The nationwide railway strike of 1974 was one of the largest industrial actions in Indian history.
It was led by the trade union leader George Fernandes. At that time, he was the President
of the All India Railwaymen’s Federation (AIRF). The strike began on May 8, 1974, and lasted
for 20 days. The railway workers were demanding better working conditions and a revision of
their wage structure. The strike was suppressed with a heavy hand by the government of Prime
Minister Indira Gandhi.

Step 3: Final Answer:
The rail strike of 1974 was led by George Fernandes.

Quick Tip

The 1974 railway strike is often seen as a precursor to the declaration of the Emergency in
1975, as it represented a significant challenge to the authority of the central government
at the time.

19. Toddy (Anti-arrack) movement is related to which state?

Correct Answer: Andhra Pradesh

Solution:

Step 1: Understanding the Concept:
The question asks to identify the Indian state associated with the ” Anti-arrack” movement, a
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significant women-led social movement. Arrack is a type of local, distilled liquor.

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:

The Anti-arrack movement was a powerful, spontaneous movement by rural women in the state
of Andhra Pradesh in the early 1990s. The movement originated in the Nellore district in
1992. Women, who had become more aware of their social conditions through a mass liter-
acy campaign, protested against the sale of arrack (cheap liquor). They linked its widespread
consumption by men to problems of domestic violence, family ruin, and indebtedness. The
agitation grew rapidly across the state and pressured the government to impose a ban on the
sale of arrack.

Step 3: Final Answer:
The Anti-arrack movement is related to the state of Andhra Pradesh.

Quick Tip

Remember that many social movements have specific regional origins. The Anti-arrack
movement in Andhra Pradesh is a classic example of a successful grassroots, women-led
protest against a social evil.

20. What is AASU?

Correct Answer: All Assam Students’ Union

Solution:

Step 1: Understanding the Concept:
The question asks for the definition or full form of the acronym AASU.

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:

AASU stands for the All Assam Students’ Union. It is a prominent and influential student
organization in the state of Assam, India. AASU is most famously known for leading the six-
year-long Assam Movement (or Assam Agitation) from 1979 to 1985. The primary objective of
this movement was to identify and deport illegal immigrants, mainly from Bangladesh, who the
protestors felt were threatening the culture, language, and economic future of the indigenous
Assamese people. The movement culminated in the signing of the Assam Accord in 1985 with
the central government.

Step 3: Final Answer:

AASU is the acronym for the All Assam Students’ Union, a student organization in Assam best
known for leading the Assam Movement against illegal immigration.
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Quick Tip

Connect AASU with the Assam Movement and the Assam Accord. These three are
historically linked and are frequently asked about together in questions on modern Indian
history and regional movements.

21. What are the main highlights of ASEAN Vision-20207

Correct Answer: The main highlights are the establishment of an ASEAN Community based
on three pillars: the ASEAN Security Community, the ASEAN Economic Community, and the
ASEAN Socio-Cultural Community.

Solution:

Step 1: Understanding the Concept:

The question asks for the key elements of the ASEAN Vision 2020. This was a long-term vision
document adopted by the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) in 1997, outlining
the group’s goals for the future.

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:

ASEAN Vision 2020 aimed to create a stable, prosperous, and highly competitive ASEAN
region with equitable economic development, and reduced poverty and socio-economic dispari-
ties. The main highlights were articulated through the establishment of an ASEAN Community,
which rests on three foundational pillars:

e ASEAN Security Community (ASC): This pillar aims to ensure that countries in the
region live at peace with one another and with the world in a just, democratic, and har-
monious environment. It focuses on political and security cooperation to handle security
challenges, promote norms of non-interference, and resolve disputes peacefully.

e ASEAN Economic Community (AEC): The goal of the AEC is to create a single
market and production base. This involves the free flow of goods, services, investment,
capital, and skilled labour within the region. It seeks to make ASEAN a more dynamic
and competitive economic bloc.

e ASEAN Socio-Cultural Community (ASCC): This pillar aims to foster a sense of
common identity and build a caring and sharing society. It focuses on cooperation in areas
like education, culture, public health, environmental protection, and poverty reduction to
enhance the well-being and quality of life of the people of ASEAN.

The vision also emphasized an ”outward-looking” role for ASEAN, encouraging it to play a
pivotal role in the international community.
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Step 3: Final Answer:

The primary highlights of ASEAN Vision 2020 are the creation of a cohesive ASEAN Com-
munity by 2020, structured around the three pillars of security, economic integration, and
socio-cultural development.

Quick Tip

To remember the core of ASEAN’s vision, think of the "three C’s”: Community, Coop-
eration, and Competitiveness. The three pillars (Security, Economic, Socio-Cultural) are
the framework for achieving this.

22. What are the functions of the Security Council?

Correct Answer: The primary function of the UN Security Council is the maintenance of
international peace and security. Its functions include investigating disputes, recommending
peaceful resolutions, imposing sanctions, and authorizing the use of force.

Solution:

Step 1: Understanding the Concept:
The question asks about the roles and responsibilities of the United Nations Security Council
(UNSC), one of the six principal organs of the UN.

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:
The UN Security Council has the primary responsibility for maintaining international peace
and security. Its functions are outlined in the UN Charter and include:

e Maintenance of Peace and Security: To investigate any dispute or situation that
might lead to international friction.

e Peaceful Resolution of Disputes: To recommend methods of adjusting such disputes
or terms of settlement.

e Enforcement Actions: To take military and non-military action to restore peace. This
can include imposing economic sanctions, arms embargoes, financial penalties, and travel
bans.

e Authorization of Military Force: To authorize the use of force to maintain or restore
international peace and security. This is its most powerful tool.
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e Peacekeeping Operations: To deploy UN peacekeeping missions to help countries torn
by conflict create conditions for lasting peace.

¢ Recommending Admission and Appointments: To recommend the admission of
new member states to the General Assembly and to recommend the appointment of the
Secretary-General.

A key feature of the Security Council is that its decisions (resolutions) are legally binding on
all UN member states.

Step 3: Final Answer:

The functions of the Security Council revolve around its core mandate to maintain global peace
and security, using methods ranging from diplomatic negotiation and sanctions to the autho-
rization of military intervention.

Quick Tip

Remember that the Security Council is the most powerful organ of the UN. Its key
powers are the ability to pass legally binding resolutions and the veto power held by its
five permanent members (P5): China, France, Russia, the UK, and the US.

23. What were the main steps decided in 2005 to make the United Nation Organ-
isation more relevant?

Correct Answer: Key steps decided at the 2005 UN World Summit included the creation of
the Peacebuilding Commission and the Human Rights Council, and the formal acceptance of
the ”Responsibility to Protect” (R2P) doctrine.

Solution:

Step 1: Understanding the Concept:
This question asks about the major reforms initiated by the United Nations in 2005 to address
contemporary global challenges and enhance its relevance. These decisions were part of the
2005 World Summit Outcome document.

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:

To mark its 60th anniversary and adapt to the challenges of the 21st century, the UN held a
World Summit in 2005. The member states agreed on several key reforms to make the organi-
zation more effective:

e Creation of the Peacebuilding Commission: This intergovernmental advisory body
was established to support peace efforts in countries emerging from conflict. Its goal is to
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bring together all relevant actors to marshal resources and advise on integrated strategies
for post-conflict peacebuilding and recovery.

e Creation of the Human Rights Council: It was decided to replace the highly criti-
cized UN Commission on Human Rights with a new, more effective Human Rights Council.
The Council was established in 2006 to be responsible for strengthening the promotion and
protection of human rights around the globe.

e Acceptance of the ’Responsibility to Protect’ (R2P): Member states formally ac-
cepted the principle that each state has the responsibility to protect its populations from
genocide, war crimes, ethnic cleansing, and crimes against humanity. If a state fails to
do so, the international community has the responsibility to intervene, first diplomatically
and, if necessary, with force.

e Condemnation of Terrorism: The summit outcome document included a strong and
unconditional condemnation of terrorism in all its forms and manifestations.

While reform of the Security Council was also a major topic of discussion, no consensus was
reached on its expansion.

Step 3: Final Answer:

The main steps decided in 2005 to reform the UN were the establishment of the Peacebuilding
Commission and the Human Rights Council, and the adoption of the Responsibility to Protect
principle.

Quick Tip

Associate the year 2005 with a major UN reform drive. The three key takeaways are:
Peacebuilding Commission, Human Rights Council, and Responsibility to Protect (R2P).

24. What was the "Two Nations Theory’? What was its result?

Correct Answer: The Two-Nation Theory was the ideology that Hindus and Muslims in
British India were two distinct nations. Its result was the partition of India in 1947 and the
creation of the independent state of Pakistan.

Solution:
Step 1: Understanding the Concept:

The question asks for an explanation of the Two-Nation Theory and its ultimate consequence
in the history of the Indian subcontinent.
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Step 2: Detailed Explanation:

The 'Two-Nation Theory’:

The Two-Nation Theory was a political ideology which argued that the primary identity of
Muslims in the Indian subcontinent was their religion, rather than their language, ethnicity, or
geographical location. Based on this, it claimed that Indian Hindus and Indian Muslims were
two separate and distinct nations, each with their own culture, traditions, and aspirations. The
theory suggested that the two communities could not coexist peacefully within a single state,
as the Muslim minority would be suppressed by the Hindu majority in a united, independent
India. This ideology was most famously championed by the All-India Muslim League and its
leader, Muhammad Ali Jinnah, in the 1940s.

Its Result:

The direct and most significant result of the T'wo-Nation Theory was the demand for a separate,
independent state for Muslims. This demand was accepted by the British government as part of
their plan for the transfer of power. Consequently, the theory led to the partition of British
India on August 14-15, 1947. This resulted in the creation of two independent dominions:
the Hindu-majority Union of India and the Muslim-majority Dominion of Pakistan (which was
itself divided into West Pakistan and East Pakistan, later Bangladesh). The partition was
accompanied by immense violence, communal riots, and one of the largest mass migrations in
human history.

Step 3: Final Answer:
The Two-Nation Theory was the belief that Hindus and Muslims were separate nations, and
its direct result was the violent partition of India and the creation of Pakistan in 1947.

For this topic, always connect the three key elements: the ideology (Two-Nation Theory),
the main proponent (Muhammad Ali Jinnah and the Muslim League), and the outcome
(Partition of India and creation of Pakistan).

25. What changes take place in the governance system after the declaration of the
emergency”?

Correct Answer: The declaration of the 1975 Emergency led to the suspension of Fundamen-
tal Rights, imposition of press censorship, arrest of political opponents, and a shift of power
from a federal to a highly centralized, unitary system of governance.

Solution:
Step 1: Understanding the Concept:

The question asks about the major changes in India’s system of governance following the dec-
laration of the National Emergency on June 25, 1975.
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Step 2: Detailed Explanation:
The declaration of the Emergency under Article 352 of the Constitution led to drastic and
far-reaching changes in the Indian governance system:

e Suspension of Fundamental Rights: The government suspended the enforcement of
most Fundamental Rights guaranteed by the Constitution, including the right to life and
personal liberty (Article 21). Citizens could not go to court to challenge their detention.

e Centralization of Power: The federal character of the Indian polity was severely under-
mined. Power became highly concentrated in the hands of the central executive, specifically
the Prime Minister’s office. The authority of state governments was curtailed.

e Press Censorship: Severe restrictions were imposed on the media. Newspapers were
required to get prior approval from government censors before publishing any news. This
led to a blackout of information and dissent.

e Arrest of Opposition: A large number of opposition political leaders, social activists,
and workers were arrested under preventive detention laws like the Maintenance of Internal
Security Act (MISA). This effectively silenced all political opposition.

e Postponement of Elections: Elections, including the Lok Sabha elections due in 1976,
were postponed, extending the term of the parliament.

e Constitutional Changes: The government passed several controversial constitutional
amendments. The most notable was the 42nd Amendment Act of 1976, which made
sweeping changes to the Constitution, reducing the power of the judiciary and increasing
the power of the Parliament and the executive.

These changes effectively transformed India from a democracy into an authoritarian state for
the 21-month period of the Emergency.

Step 3: Final Answer:

After the declaration of the emergency, the governance system changed drastically, marked by
the suspension of citizens’ rights, media censorship, imprisonment of opponents, and a concen-
tration of power in the central government.

Quick Tip

When answering about the 1975 Emergency, focus on the three pillars of its impact:
impact on citizens (loss of rights), impact on politics (arrest of opposition), and impact
on institutions (censorship of press and weakening of judiciary).
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26. What issues were raised by Dalit Panthers?

Correct Answer: The Dalit Panthers raised issues of caste-based atrocities, social and eco-
nomic inequality, the need for effective implementation of reservations, and demanded political
power and social dignity for Dalits.

Solution:

Step 1: Understanding the Concept:
The question asks about the main concerns and demands of the Dalit Panthers, a militant
social organization that emerged in Maharashtra in 1972.

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:

The Dalit Panthers was a radical movement that emerged out of the frustration of Dalit youth
with the persistent caste discrimination and violence, despite constitutional guarantees. The
key issues they raised were:

e Caste Atrocities: Their primary and most immediate focus was to protest and fight
back against the increasing incidents of violence and atrocities against Dalits in rural and
urban areas. They adopted an assertive and retaliatory stance.

e Social and Economic Inequality: They highlighted the continued social segregation
and economic exploitation faced by Dalits. They argued that mere legal provisions were
not enough and demanded a radical restructuring of the social and economic order.

e Implementation of Reservations: They pointed out the failure of the government to
properly implement the policy of reservations for Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes
in education and government jobs.

e Political Power: They believed that real change would only come when Dalits acquired
political power. They were critical of mainstream political parties, including the Republi-
can Party of India, for failing to empower the Dalit masses.

e Cultural Resistance: They used literature—poetry, short stories, and autobiographies—as
a powerful tool of protest. This created a new wave of Dalit literature that expressed the
anger and anguish of the community and challenged the dominant upper-caste cultural
narratives.

In their manifesto, they broadened their definition of 'Dalit’ to include all oppressed sections
of society, including Scheduled Tribes, landless labourers, and poor women.
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Step 3: Final Answer:

The Dalit Panthers raised a range of issues, from protesting caste violence and demanding the
implementation of reservations to fighting for broad social, economic, and political equality for
all oppressed sections of society.

Quick Tip

Remember that the Dalit Panthers were distinct from earlier movements due to their
militant ideology, inspired by the Black Panthers, and their significant contribution to
Dalit literature as a form of protest.

27. What makes the European Union an effective regional organization?

Correct Answer: The European Union is an effective regional organization due to its deep
economic integration (single market and currency), strong supranational institutions (like the
European Parliament and Commission), a common foreign and security policy, and a large,
influential economic bloc.

Solution:

Step 1: Understanding the Concept:
The question asks for the factors that contribute to the European Union (EU) being considered
a successful and influential regional organization.

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:
The European Union has evolved from a purely economic community into a powerful political
and economic bloc. Several factors contribute to its effectiveness:

e Deep Economic Integration: The EU has created a single market, which allows the
free movement of goods, services, capital, and people across its member states. This has
fostered immense economic growth and interdependence. The adoption of a common cur-
rency, the Euro (€), by most of its members has further deepened this integration.

e Supranational Institutions: Unlike many other regional organizations that are purely
intergovernmental, the EU has powerful supranational institutions. The European Com-
mission, the European Parliament, and the European Court of Justice have the authority
to create and enforce laws that are binding on all member states, representing a unique
pooling of sovereignty.

e Political and Diplomatic Influence: The EU acts as a single entity in many inter-
national forums, such as the World Trade Organization. It has a Common Foreign and
Security Policy (CFSP) that allows it to speak with one voice on many global issues, giving
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it significant diplomatic weight.

e Vast Economic Size: As a collective, the EU is one of the largest economies in the world.
Its economic size gives it tremendous leverage in global trade negotiations and allows it

to set global standards in areas like environmental protection and consumer rights (the
”Brussels Effect”).

e Shared Values: The EU is founded on shared values of democracy, human rights, and
the rule of law. This common foundation helps in creating consensus and cooperation
among its member states.

These features make the EU a unique and highly effective model of regional integration.

Step 3: Final Answer:

The effectiveness of the FEuropean Union stems from its unparalleled level of integration, char-
acterized by a single market, a common currency, and powerful supranational bodies that give
it significant economic and political influence on the world stage.

Quick Tip

When explaining the EU’s success, focus on its ”supranational” character. This means
that member states have agreed to give up some of their national sovereignty to EU
institutions for the collective good, a feature rarely seen in other regional organizations.

28. Who are called Indigenous people? Discuss their position in India.

Correct Answer: Indigenous people are the descendants of the earliest inhabitants of a land
who share a distinct culture and identity. In India, they are largely identified as "Scheduled
Tribes’ (Adivasis). Despite constitutional protections, they face significant socio-economic chal-
lenges like displacement and poverty.

Solution:

Step 1: Understanding the Concept:
The question has two parts: first, to define 'Indigenous people’, and second, to discuss their
specific situation and status within India.

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:

Who are Indigenous People?

The United Nations defines Indigenous people as the descendants of those who inhabited a
country or a geographical region at the time when people of different cultures or ethnic origins
arrived. The new arrivals later became dominant through conquest, settlement, or other means.
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Indigenous people have their own distinct social, economic, cultural, and political institutions,
and they retain a strong connection to their ancestral lands and natural environment. They
often form a non-dominant sector of society and are determined to preserve and transmit their
ancestral territories and ethnic identity to future generations.

Position of Indigenous People in India:

e Identification: The Government of India does not officially use the term ’Indigenous
people’ as it considers all Indians to be indigenous. However, the communities that fit
the international definition are officially recognized under the constitutional category of
’Scheduled Tribes’ (STs), commonly known as *Adivasis’ (meaning ’original inhabi-
tants’). India has a large and diverse tribal population, making up about 8.6% of the total
population.

e Constitutional Protection: The Constitution of India provides several safeguards for
the Scheduled Tribes to protect them from discrimination and to promote their educational
and economic interests. These include reservations in educational institutions, government
jobs, and political bodies (legislatures). The Fifth and Sixth Schedules of the Constitution
contain special provisions for the administration of tribal areas.

e Socio-Economic Challenges: Despite these legal protections, the Adivasi communities
in India face severe challenges. They are among the most marginalized groups in the
country. A major issue is displacement from their traditional lands and forests due to
development projects like dams, mines, and industrial plants. This has led to loss of liveli-
hood, culture, and identity. They also suffer from high rates of poverty, illiteracy, and
poor health indicators compared to the general population.

In summary, while India has a robust legal framework to protect its tribal populations, the gap
between policy and implementation remains large, and their socio-economic position continues
to be precarious.

Step 3: Final Answer:

Indigenous people are the original inhabitants of a region. In India, they are recognized as
Scheduled Tribes (Adivasis) and are granted constitutional protections, but they continue to
face significant marginalization, displacement, and socio-economic hardships.

Quick Tip

For the Indian context, always equate ”Indigenous People” with ”Scheduled Tribes” or
”Adivasis”. Highlight the paradox: strong constitutional safeguards on paper versus
harsh socio-economic realities on the ground.
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29. What arguments did Nehru use to make India secular?

Correct Answer: Nehru argued for a secular India based on the necessity of ensuring national
unity in a religiously diverse country, protecting the rights of minorities, and building a modern,
democratic, and progressive nation-state free from religious obscurantism.

Solution:

Step 1: Understanding the Concept:
The question asks for the reasoning and arguments put forth by India’s first Prime Minister,
Jawaharlal Nehru, in favour of establishing India as a secular state.

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:
Jawaharlal Nehru was a firm advocate for secularism, and his vision was instrumental in shap-
ing India’s secular identity. His main arguments were:

e National Unity and Diversity: Nehru believed that given India’s immense religious
diversity, a secular state was not just a choice but a practical necessity. He argued that
only a state that treated all religions equally could hold such a diverse country together
and prevent fragmentation along religious lines.

e Protection of Minorities: In the traumatic aftermath of the Partition, Nehru was
adamant that the religious minorities who remained in India, especially Muslims, must
feel safe, secure, and equal. He argued that a secular state was the only guarantee of their
rights and full citizenship, which was a moral and political imperative for a democratic
nation.

e Modernity and Progress: Nehru associated secularism with modernity, scientific tem-
per, and progress. He believed that for India to develop into a modern nation-state, it had
to separate religion from politics and public life. He saw the interference of religion in pol-
itics as a sign of backwardness that would hinder social reform and economic development.

e Democratic Principles: For Nehru, democracy was incomplete without secularism. A
democratic state must ensure equality for all its citizens, and this would be impossible if
the state favoured one religion over others. He championed a model of secularism where
the state maintains a principled distance from all religions (sarva dharma samabhava -
equal feeling/respect towards all religions).

These arguments formed the bedrock of the secular principles enshrined in the Indian Consti-
tution.

Step 3: Final Answer:
Nehru’s case for a secular India was built on the pillars of maintaining national unity amidst

diversity, safeguarding minority rights, fostering a modern and scientific society, and upholding
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the democratic principle of equality for all citizens.

Quick Tip

Remember Nehru’s secularism as both a practical necessity (to keep diverse India united)
and a modern ideal (to build a progressive, scientific nation).

30. What is the difference between autonomy and independence? Mention the
positive aspects of autonomy.

Correct Answer: Independence is complete sovereignty, where a state is its own master.
Autonomy is self-governance in specific internal matters while remaining part of a larger state.
Positive aspects of autonomy include conflict resolution, protection of minority cultures, and
preservation of national unity.

Solution:

Step 1: Understanding the Concept:
The question asks to differentiate between two political statuses—autonomy and indepen-
dence—and to list the advantages of granting autonomy.

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:
Difference between Autonomy and Independence:

e Independence: Independence refers to the state of being a sovereign nation, completely
free from the control or authority of any other country. An independent state has full
control over all its affairs, including its territory, government, law-making, defense, and
foreign policy. It is a separate and distinct entity in the international community. For
example, India became an independent country in 1947.

e Autonomy: Autonomy, on the other hand, means ’self-rule’ or ’self-government’ within
the framework of a larger nation-state. An autonomous region has the power to make
its own decisions and laws on certain specified matters (e.g., education, health, culture,
language) without interference from the central government. However, it is still part of the
parent country, which retains control over key areas like national defense, foreign affairs,
currency, and communication. For example, the regions of Scotland in the UK or Quebec
in Canada have significant autonomy.

In simple terms, independence is about being a separate country, while autonomy is about
having special powers of self-governance while remaining part of a country.

27



Positive Aspects of Autonomy:
Granting autonomy to a region or a group can have several benefits:

e Conflict Resolution: It can be an effective way to resolve conflicts arising from ethnic,
linguistic, or cultural differences. By giving a minority group control over its own affairs,
it can satisfy their aspirations for self-determination without breaking up the country.

e Preservation of Culture and Identity: Autonomy allows distinct communities to pro-
tect and promote their unique language, culture, and way of life, preventing them from
being assimilated by the dominant culture.

e Maintaining National Unity: By accommodating diversity, autonomy can strengthen
the unity and integrity of a country. It provides a middle ground between complete sepa-
ration and forced centralization.

¢ Efficient Governance: It can lead to more responsive and efficient governance, as local
leaders who understand the specific needs of their region are empowered to make decisions.

Step 3: Final Answer:

Independence is absolute sovereignty, whereas autonomy is limited self-rule within a larger
state. The positive aspects of autonomy include its ability to resolve conflicts, preserve diverse
cultures, and maintain the unity of a nation.

Quick Tip

A good analogy: An ’independent’ person lives in their own house and makes all their
own rules. An ’autonomous’ teenager lives in their parents’ house but has control over
their own room and their own schedule, while still following the main household rules.

31. What factors forced Gorbachev to reform the Soviet Union? What were its
consequences?

Correct Answer: Mikhail Gorbachev was forced to reform the Soviet Union due to severe
economic stagnation, political corruption, and technological backwardness. The consequences
of his reforms (Perestroika and Glasnost) were not the revitalization of the USSR but its
unintended and rapid dissolution in 1991.

Solution:

28



Step 1: Understanding the Concept:
The question asks for the reasons behind the reform policies initiated by Mikhail Gorbachev af-
ter he became the leader of the Soviet Union in 1985, and the ultimate outcome of these reforms.

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:

Factors that forced Gorbachev to reform:

By the mid-1980s, the Soviet Union was facing a deep and multi-faceted crisis. The main fac-
tors compelling Gorbachev to introduce reforms were:

e Economic Stagnation: The centrally planned economy was extremely inefficient. It
suffered from chronic shortages of consumer goods, low productivity, and a huge techno-
logical gap with the West. The massive spending on the military and the arms race with
the US had crippled the civilian economy.

e Political Stagnation and Corruption: The Communist Party held a monopoly on
power, leading to a system that was authoritarian, unresponsive, and corrupt. The long
rule of Leonid Brezhnev was known as the ’era of stagnation’. There was a clear lack of
dynamism and accountability in the administration.

e Social Apathy and Awareness: The Soviet people were becoming increasingly aware of
the prosperity and freedoms in the West. Despite state propaganda, they were discontent
with their poor quality of life, lack of freedoms, and the privileges enjoyed by the party elite.

e External Pressures: The costly and disastrous war in Afghanistan was draining the
USSR’s resources and morale. Moreover, the US’s strategic initiatives, like the ”Star
Wars” program, threatened to escalate the arms race to a new technological level that the

USSR could not afford.

Gorbachev’s Reforms and their Consequences:
To address these issues, Gorbachev introduced two key policies:

e Perestroika (Restructuring): Aimed at reforming the stagnant economy by introducing
limited market mechanisms, decentralizing control, and allowing some private enterprise.

e Glasnost (Openness): Aimed at political reform by allowing greater freedom of speech,
expression, and criticism of the government. Gorbachev hoped this would reduce corrup-
tion and make the system more accountable.

However, these reforms had unintended and catastrophic consequences:

¢ Rise of Nationalism: Glasnost allowed long-suppressed nationalist feelings in the vari-
ous Soviet republics (like Lithuania, Latvia, Estonia, and Ukraine) to come to the surface.
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This quickly grew into powerful movements demanding independence.

e Economic Collapse: Perestroika failed to create a functioning market economy. Instead,
it dismantled the old command system, leading to economic chaos, hyperinflation, and a
further decline in living standards.

¢ Weakening of the Communist Party: The democratic reforms weakened the absolute
control of the Communist Party. An attempted coup by hardline communists in August
1991 failed but fatally damaged Gorbachev’s authority and accelerated the disintegration
process.

e Dissolution of the USSR: The reforms, intended to save the Soviet Union, ended up
destroying it. Republic after republic declared independence, and on December 25, 1991,
Gorbachev resigned, formally ending the existence of the Soviet Union.

Step 3: Final Answer:

Gorbachev initiated reforms to tackle deep-seated economic and political stagnation in the
Soviet Union. However, his policies of Perestroika and Glasnost inadvertently unleashed na-
tionalist forces and caused economic chaos, leading directly to the collapse and dissolution of
the USSR in 1991.

Quick Tip

Remember the twin policies: Perestroika (Economic Restructuring) and Glasnost (Po-
litical Openness). While Gorbachev intended them to be a cure for the Soviet Union’s
problems, they acted as a catalyst that accelerated its demise.

(OR)

The Shah Commission was appointed by Janata Party in 1977. Why was this com-
mission appointed and what were its finding?

Correct Answer: The Shah Commission was appointed by the Janata Party government to
investigate the excesses and abuse of power committed during the National Emergency (1975-
77). It found that the Emergency was unjustifiably declared, and it documented widespread
illegal detentions, press censorship, and other atrocities.

Solution:

Step 1: Understanding the Concept:
The question asks about the purpose and findings of the Shah Commission of Inquiry, which
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was established after the controversial National Emergency period in India.

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:
Why the Commission was Appointed:

e After the Emergency was lifted in 1977, general elections were held in which the Congress
party, led by Indira Gandhi, was decisively defeated.

e The newly formed Janata Party government came to power on the promise of restoring
democracy and investigating the abuses of the Emergency period.

e In May 1977, the government appointed a Commission of Inquiry, headed by Justice J.C.
Shah, the former Chief Justice of India.

e The commission’s specific mandate was to inquire into the facts and circumstances relat-
ing to the excesses, malpractices, and abuse of authority committed during the Emergency.

Findings of the Shah Commission:
The Commission conducted a thorough investigation, examined numerous witnesses, and pro-
duced a detailed report. Its major findings were:

e Unjustified Declaration of Emergency: The commission concluded that there was no
sufficient justification for the proclamation of the Emergency on June 25, 1975. The de-
cision was taken by Prime Minister Indira Gandhi without consulting her cabinet, which
was only informed after the fact. The claim of "internal disturbance” was found to be
unsubstantiated.

e Widespread Abuse of Power: It documented extensive misuse of authority at all levels
of government. This included the illegal detention of thousands of political opponents and
critics under preventive detention laws like MISA (Maintenance of Internal Security Act).

e Press Censorship: The report detailed the imposition of severe censorship on the press,
harassment of journalists, and the use of state media for propaganda.

e Forced Sterilizations: It brought to light the gross excesses committed as part of the
family planning drive, particularly the large-scale campaigns of forced sterilizations, which
were overseen by Sanjay Gandhi.

e Subversion of Institutions: The commission found that democratic institutions, in-
cluding the bureaucracy and the judiciary, were subverted and forced to comply with the
executive’s wishes.
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The findings of the Shah Commission provided a comprehensive and official account of the dark
period of the Emergency, highlighting the systematic violation of democratic norms and human
rights.

Step 3: Final Answer:

The Shah Commission was appointed by the post-Emergency Janata government to investigate
the abuses of that period. Its findings were damning, concluding that the Emergency was an un-
justified abuse of power characterized by illegal detentions, censorship, and forced sterilizations.

Quick Tip

The Shah Commission is the most important primary source for understanding the Indian
Emergency. For exams, remember its purpose (investigate Emergency excesses), its head
(Justice J.C. Shah), and its main conclusion (the Emergency was an abuse of power).

32. What is Shock Therapy? And what were its results? Discuss.

Correct Answer: Shock Therapy was a model of rapid, radical economic transition from com-
munism to capitalism, applied in post-Soviet Russia. Its results were catastrophic: economic
collapse, hyperinflation, mass poverty, and the rise of a corrupt oligarchy, leading to it being
called the ”largest garage sale in history”.

Solution:
Step 1: Understanding the Concept:
The question asks for a definition of ’Shock Therapy’ as an economic policy and a discussion

of its consequences, particularly in the context of post-communist countries.

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:
What is Shock Therapy?

e Shock Therapy was a model of economic reform adopted by Russia, several Eastern Eu-
ropean nations, and other parts of the former Soviet Union during the 1990s.

e It involved a sudden and painful transition from the existing authoritarian-socialist (com-
mand) economy to a democratic-capitalist (free market) system.

e This model was influenced by neoliberal economists and was promoted by international
financial institutions like the International Monetary Fund (IMF) and the World Bank.

e The core features of Shock Therapy included:
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1. Price Liberalization: Abruptly ending all state-controlled prices.

2. Privatization: Rapidly selling off state-owned industries and assets to private indi-
viduals and companies.

3. Financial Stabilization: Opening up to free trade, making the currency convertible,
and cutting state subsidies and social welfare programs.

The ”shock” refers to the belief that these painful measures had to be implemented all at
once and very quickly to be effective.

Results of Shock Therapy:
The consequences of Shock Therapy in Russia and most other states were immediate and dev-
astating:

e Economic Collapse: The value of the Russian currency, the ruble, declined dramatically.
Industrial production collapsed as the old state-controlled system fell apart before a new
market system could be established. Russia’s GDP fell sharply.

e Hyperinflation: With prices no longer controlled, inflation skyrocketed, wiping out the
life savings of millions of ordinary people.

e The ”Largest Garage Sale in History”: The hasty privatization led to the undervalu-
ation and sale of massive state assets for pennies on the dollar. This created a new class of
super-rich ”"oligarchs” who acquired immense wealth through political connections, while
the state was left bankrupt.

e Social Hardship: The dismantling of the old Soviet social safety net, combined with
rampant unemployment and poverty, led to a social crisis. Life expectancy plummeted,
and a "mafia” class emerged to control many economic activities.

e Political Disillusionment: The economic chaos and perceived injustice weakened the
new democratic institutions and created widespread public disillusionment with market
reforms and democracy.

In essence, Shock Therapy destroyed the old economic structures without successfully creating
new, productive ones in their place, leading to immense suffering.

Step 3: Final Answer:

Shock Therapy was a rapid transition to capitalism in post-Soviet states, which resulted in a
catastrophic economic downturn, hyperinflation, extreme inequality, and profound social hard-
ship for the majority of the population.
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Quick Tip

The phrase ”largest garage sale in history” is a powerful way to remember the corrupt
privatization process under Shock Therapy, where valuable state industries were sold off
cheaply to a select few.

(OR)

What changes took place in Indian Politics after the emergency? Discuss.

Correct Answer: After the Emergency, Indian politics underwent fundamental changes, in-
cluding the end of Congress party dominance, the beginning of the era of coalition governments,
a renewed focus on civil liberties, and the rise of backward caste politics (Mandal politics) and
powerful regional parties.

Solution:

Step 1: Understanding the Concept:

The question asks to discuss the significant and long-lasting transformations in the landscape
of Indian politics following the end of the National Emergency in 1977. This period is often
seen as a major turning point.

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:
The end of the Emergency and the 1977 general election triggered several profound changes in
Indian politics:

e End of the ’Congress System’: The 1977 election resulted in a historic defeat for the
Congress Party, the first time it had lost power at the national level since independence.
This marked the definitive end of the era of one-party dominance and ushered in a more
competitive, multi-party democratic system.

¢ Beginning of the Coalition Era: The Janata Party, which came to power in 1977, was
a broad coalition of diverse political groups united by their opposition to the Emergency.
Although this government was short-lived, it was the first successful coalition experiment
at the centre. This set a precedent, and from 1989 onwards, coalition governments became
a regular feature of Indian politics for many years.

e Increased Focus on Civil Liberties: The harsh experience of the Emergency, with its
suspension of Fundamental Rights, made the protection of civil liberties a central issue
in Indian politics. The public became more vigilant, and the judiciary, particularly the
Supreme Court, became more assertive in safeguarding citizens’ rights, leading to the rise
of Public Interest Litigation (PIL).
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e Rise of Backward Caste Politics: The Janata government appointed the Mandal Com-
mission to address the issue of reservations for Other Backward Classes (OBCs). When the
commission’s recommendations for 27% reservation for OBCs were implemented in 1990,
it led to a major political realignment known as 'Mandal politics’. This empowered the
OBCs as a major political force and led to the emergence of powerful caste-based parties.

e Strengthening of Regional Parties: The decline of the national dominance of the
Congress party created political space for regional parties to grow. These parties, rep-
resenting regional and linguistic aspirations, became increasingly influential and started
playing a key role as kingmakers in forming coalition governments at the national level.

These shifts collectively made Indian politics more fragmented, more representative of social
diversity, and more decentralized.

Step 3: Final Answer:

The post-Emergency period transformed Indian politics by ending Congress’s dominance, ini-
tiating an era of coalition governments, strengthening the commitment to civil rights, and
empowering backward castes and regional parties, thus making the political system more com-
petitive and diverse.

Quick Tip

Think of the post-Emergency phase as the ”Second Democratic Upsurge” in India. It
broadened the base of political participation and ended the hegemony of a single party,
leading to a more complex and representative political landscape.
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