
Many cities around the world are experiencing a shortage of affordable housing. This problem is 
mainly caused by rapid population growth, limited housing supply and rising property costs. 
Governments can address it by increasing housing construction and introducing policies that 
protect low- and middle-income residents. 

One major cause is urban population growth. People often move to cities in search of better 
employment, education and healthcare, increasing demand for housing. However, construction 
may not keep pace with this growth because of limited land, strict planning regulations and high 
building costs. As demand increases faster than supply, rents and property prices rise beyond 
the reach of many residents. 

Governments can increase the supply of affordable housing by providing incentives for 
developers to construct reasonably priced homes. They can also build public housing for 
low-income families and make better use of unused government-owned land. In areas where 
appropriate, planning regulations could be adjusted to allow higher-density residential 
development. 

Another useful measure is to improve public transport in areas outside city centres. If people 
can travel easily from surrounding areas, housing demand can become more evenly distributed 
rather than being concentrated in expensive central districts. 

Governments should also protect vulnerable tenants through appropriate rental regulations and 
housing assistance. However, such policies should be carefully designed so that they do not 
discourage the construction of new rental properties. 

In conclusion, rapid population growth and insufficient housing supply are major causes of 
unaffordable housing in cities. Governments should increase construction, expand public 
housing and improve transport connections to create more affordable accommodation. 

 


