
MP Board Class 10 Mathematics Standard Question Paper with

Solutions(Memory Based)

Time Allowed :3 Hours Maximum Marks :70 Total questions :37

General Instructions

Read the following instructions very carefully and strictly follow them:

1. Answers to this Paper must be written on the paper provided separately.

2. You will not be allowed to write during the first 15 minutes

3. This time is to be spent in reading the question paper.

4. The time given at the head of this Paper is the time allowed for writing the

answers,

5. The paper has four Sections.

6. Section A is compulsory - All questions in Section A must be answered.

7. You must attempt one question from each of the Sections B, C and D and one

other question from any Section of your choice.

8. The intended marks for questions or parts of questions are given in brackets [ ].

1. Find the HCF and LCM of 6 and 20 by the prime factorization method.

Correct Answer: HCF = 2, LCM = 60

Solution:

Concept: The prime factorization method involves breaking each number into its prime

factors.

• HCF (Highest Common Factor): Product of common prime factors with the smallest

powers.
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• LCM (Least Common Multiple): Product of all prime factors with the greatest powers.

Step 1: Prime factorization of 6

6 = 2× 3

Step 2: Prime factorization of 20

20 = 2× 2× 5 = 22 × 5

Step 3: Find the HCF Common prime factors of 6 and 20:

Common factor = 2

So,

HCF = 2

Step 4: Find the LCM Take all prime factors with highest powers:

22, 3, 5

LCM = 22 × 3× 5 = 4× 15 = 60

Quick Tip

In prime factorization:

• HCF → Take only common primes with smallest powers.

• LCM → Take all primes with highest powers.

This method works for both small numbers and large numbers in exams.

2. Find a quadratic polynomial where the sum and product of zeroes are −3 and 2

respectively.

Correct Answer: One such polynomial is x2 + 3x+ 2

Solution:

Concept: For a quadratic polynomial of the form

ax2 + bx+ c,
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the relationships between coefficients and zeroes are:

Sum of zeroes = − b

a
, Product of zeroes =

c

a
.

For a monic quadratic (taking a = 1), the polynomial becomes:

x2 − (sum)x+ (product)

Step 1: Use given sum and product

Sum of zeroes = −3, Product of zeroes = 2

Step 2: Substitute into the formula

Polynomial = x2 − (−3)x+ 2

= x2 + 3x+ 2

Step 3: Final polynomial

x2 + 3x+ 2

Quick Tip

To quickly form a quadratic from zeroes:

Polynomial = x2 − (sum of zeroes)x+ (product of zeroes)

Use this shortcut in exams to save time.

3. Solve the pair of linear equations x + y = 5 and 2x − 3y = 4 using the elimination

method.

Correct Answer: x = 19
5 , y = 6

5

Solution:

Concept: The elimination method involves making the coefficients of one variable equal

so that it can be eliminated by addition or subtraction of equations.

Given equations:

(1) x+ y = 5
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(2) 2x− 3y = 4

Step 1: Eliminate one variable (eliminate x) Multiply equation (1) by 2:

2x+ 2y = 10 · · · (3)

Step 2: Subtract equation (2) from equation (3)

(2x+ 2y)− (2x− 3y) = 10− 4

2x+ 2y − 2x+ 3y = 6

5y = 6

y =
6

5

Step 3: Substitute value of y in equation (1)

x+
6

5
= 5

x = 5− 6

5
=

25− 6

5
=

19

5

Step 4: Final solution

x =
19

5
, y =

6

5

Quick Tip

In elimination method:

• Multiply equations to match coefficients.

• Subtract or add to eliminate one variable.

• Substitute back to find the other variable.

Choose the variable that is easier to eliminate to save time in exams.

4. Check whether −150 is a term of the A.P.: 11, 8, 5, 2, . . .
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Correct Answer: Yes, −150 is a term of the A.P.

Solution:

Concept: The nth term of an Arithmetic Progression (A.P.) is given by:

an = a+ (n− 1)d

where:

• a = first term

• d = common difference

To check if a number is a term, substitute it as an and solve for n. If n is a positive integer, the

number is a term of the A.P.

Step 1: Identify first term and common difference

a = 11, d = 8− 11 = −3

Step 2: Use nth term formula

an = 11 + (n− 1)(−3)

Step 3: Check if −150 is a term

11− 3(n− 1) = −150

11− 3n+ 3 = −150

14− 3n = −150

−3n = −164

n =
164

3

Oops — this seems non-integer, so re-evaluate algebra carefully.
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Correct calculation:

11 + (n− 1)(−3) = −150

11− 3n+ 3 = −150

14− 3n = −150

3n = 164

n =
164

3

This is not an integer — but re-check common difference properly.

Alternative clean method: Sequence decreases by 3 each time:

11, 8, 5, 2,−1,−4, . . .

Difference between 11 and -150:

11− (−150) = 161

Number of steps:
161

3
= 5323

Since this is not an integer, we must check carefully again using correct subtraction:

−150− 11 = −161

−161

−3
= 5323

Not an integer — hence contradiction. Re-evaluate arithmetic again:

Actually,

161 = 3× 53 + 2

So not exact multiple of 3.

Conclusion: Since n is not an integer, −150 is not a term of the A.P.
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Quick Tip

To check if a number belongs to an A.P.:

• Use an = a+ (n− 1)d.

• Solve for n.

• If n is a positive integer → it is a term.

Always double-check arithmetic signs in decreasing A.P.s.

5. Find the coordinates of the point which divides the join of (−1, 7) and (4,−3) in the

ratio 2 : 3.

Correct Answer: (1, 3)

Solution:

Concept: If a point P (x, y) divides the line joining A(x1, y1) and B(x2, y2) internally in the

ratio m : n, then by the section formula:

P =
(
mx2 + nx1
m+ n

,
my2 + ny1
m+ n

)
Step 1: Identify values

A(−1, 7), B(4,−3), m : n = 2 : 3

So,

x1 = −1, y1 = 7, x2 = 4, y2 = −3

Step 2: Apply section formula

For x-coordinate:

x =
2(4) + 3(−1)

2 + 3
=

8− 3

5
=

5

5
= 1

For y-coordinate:

y =
2(−3) + 3(7)

5
=

−6 + 21

5
=

15

5
= 3

Step 3: Final coordinates

(1, 3)
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Quick Tip

In section formula:

• Internal division → use (mx2 + nx1)/(m+ n)

• Always keep ratio in order (from first point to second).

This is a common coordinate geometry exam question.

6. Prove that 3 + 2
√
5 is an irrational number.

Correct Answer: 3 + 2
√
5 is irrational.

Solution:

Concept:

• A rational number can be written in the form p
q , where p, q are integers and q ̸= 0.

• The square root of a non-perfect square (like
√
5) is irrational.

• The sum of a rational and an irrational number is always irrational.

Proof by contradiction:

Step 1: Assume the number is rational Suppose 3 + 2
√
5 is rational.

Step 2: Subtract 3 from both sides Since 3 is rational, subtracting a rational number from

a rational number gives a rational number.

2
√
5 = (3 + 2

√
5)− 3

So, 2
√
5 must be rational.

Step 3: Divide by 2
√
5 =

2
√
5

2

This implies
√
5 is rational.

Step 4: Contradiction But we know
√
5 is irrational because 5 is not a perfect square.

This contradicts our assumption.

Step 5: Conclusion Hence, the assumption is false, and

3 + 2
√
5 is irrational.

8



Quick Tip

To prove irrationality:

• Assume the expression is rational.

• Isolate the root term.

• If it implies a known irrational number is rational, contradiction is obtained.

Sum of rational + irrational is always irrational.

7. Find the roots of the quadratic equation 2x2 − 7x+3 = 0 using the quadratic formula.

Correct Answer: x = 3 and x = 1
2

Solution:

Concept: The quadratic formula for solving ax2 + bx+ c = 0 is:

x =
−b±

√
b2 − 4ac

2a

where the discriminant is D = b2 − 4ac.

Step 1: Identify coefficients

a = 2, b = −7, c = 3

Step 2: Find the discriminant

D = (−7)2 − 4(2)(3) = 49− 24 = 25

Step 3: Apply quadratic formula

x =
−(−7)±

√
25

2× 2

x =
7± 5

4

Step 4: Find both roots

x =
7 + 5

4
=

12

4
= 3
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x =
7− 5

4
=

2

4
=

1

2

Step 5: Final roots

x = 3 and x =
1

2

Quick Tip

If the discriminant D is:

• D > 0 → two distinct real roots

• D = 0 → equal roots

• D < 0 → complex roots

Always compute D first to predict the nature of roots.

8. How many multiples of 4 lie between 10 and 250?

Correct Answer: 60

Solution:

Concept: Multiples of a number form an Arithmetic Progression (A.P.). To count multiples

between two numbers:

• Find the first multiple after the lower limit.

• Find the last multiple before the upper limit.

• Use A.P. formula to count terms.

Step 1: First multiple of 4 greater than 10 Multiples of 4:

4, 8, 12, 16, . . .

First multiple greater than 10 is:

12

Step 2: Last multiple of 4 less than 250 Nearest multiple of 4 less than 250:

250

4
= 62.5
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So take 62nd multiple:

62× 4 = 248

Thus, the A.P. is:

12, 16, 20, . . . , 248

Step 3: Count number of terms This is an A.P. with:

a = 12, d = 4, l = 248

Use formula:

n =
l − a

d
+ 1

n =
248− 12

4
+ 1 =

236

4
+ 1 = 59 + 1 = 60

Step 4: Final answer

60

Quick Tip

To count multiples in a range:

• Convert range into first and last multiples.

• Use n = l−a
d + 1.

This method avoids listing numbers manually.

9. Prove that the lengths of tangents drawn from an external point to a circle are equal.

Correct Answer: Tangents drawn from an external point to a circle are equal in length.

Solution:

Concept: A tangent to a circle is perpendicular to the radius at the point of contact. We

use congruent triangles to prove equality of tangent lengths.

Given: Let P be an external point, and PA and PB be tangents to a circle with center O,

touching the circle at A and B respectively.
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To prove:

PA = PB

Construction: Join OA, OB, and OP .

Step 1: Use radius–tangent property A radius is perpendicular to the tangent at the point

of contact:

OA ⊥ PA and OB ⊥ PB

So,

∠OAP = ∠OBP = 90◦

Step 2: Consider triangles △OAP and △OBP

We have:

• OA = OB (radii of the same circle)

• OP = OP (common side)

• ∠OAP = ∠OBP = 90◦

Step 3: Apply RHS congruence By RHS (Right angle–Hypotenuse–Side) congruence:

△OAP ∼= △OBP

Step 4: Corresponding parts are equal

PA = PB

Conclusion: Hence, the lengths of tangents drawn from an external point to a circle are

equal.

Quick Tip

To prove tangent properties:

• Join center to points of contact.

• Use radius tangent property.

• Apply RHS congruence.

This is a standard geometry proof in exams.
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10. State and prove the Basic Proportionality Theorem (Thales’ Theorem).

Correct Answer: If a line is drawn parallel to one side of a triangle to intersect the other two

sides, it divides those two sides in the same ratio.

Solution:

Statement (Basic Proportionality Theorem): In a triangle, if a line is drawn parallel to

one side and intersects the other two sides in distinct points, then it divides those sides in the

same ratio.

Given: In △ABC, a line DE is drawn parallel to BC, intersecting AB at D and AC at E.

To Prove:
AD

DB
=

AE

EC

Construction: Join BE and CD.

Proof:

Step 1: Compare areas of triangles Triangles BDE and CDE lie on the same base DE

and between the same parallels DE and BC.

ar(△BDE) = ar(△CDE) · · · (1)

Step 2: Express areas using same altitude Triangles ADE and BDE have the same

altitude from E on line AB. So, ratio of areas equals ratio of bases:

ar(△ADE)

ar(△BDE)
=

AD

DB
· · · (2)

Similarly, triangles ADE and CDE have the same altitude from D on line AC:

ar(△ADE)

ar(△CDE)
=

AE

EC
· · · (3)

Step 3: Use equations (1), (2), and (3) From (1):

ar(△BDE) = ar(△CDE)

Equating (2) and (3):
AD

DB
=

AE

EC

Conclusion: Thus, the line parallel to one side of a triangle divides the other two sides in

the same ratio.
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AD

DB
=

AE

EC

Quick Tip

Basic Proportionality Theorem is also called Thales’ Theorem. Key idea: Parallel lines

create proportional segments in triangles. This theorem is widely used in similarity and

triangle proofs.

11. A toy is in the form of a cone of radius 3.5 cm mounted on a hemisphere of the same

radius. The total height of the toy is 15.5 cm. Find the total surface area of the toy.

Correct Answer: 308 cm2 (approximately)

Solution:

Concept: The toy consists of:

• A cone on top

• A hemisphere at the bottom

Since both have the same radius, the circular base between them is not exposed.

So, total surface area = Curved surface area of cone + Curved surface area of hemisphere.

Step 1: Given data

r = 3.5 cm, Total height = 15.5 cm

Height of hemisphere = radius = 3.5 cm

So, height of cone:

h = 15.5− 3.5 = 12 cm

Step 2: Find slant height of cone

l =
√

r2 + h2 =
√

(3.5)2 + 122 =
√
12.25 + 144 =

√
156.25 = 12.5 cm

Step 3: Curved surface area of cone

CSAcone = πrl =
22

7
× 3.5× 12.5
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=
22

7
× 43.75 = 137.5 cm2

Step 4: Curved surface area of hemisphere

CSAhemisphere = 2πr2 = 2× 22

7
× (3.5)2

= 2× 22

7
× 12.25 = 77 cm2

Step 5: Total surface area

Total area = 137.5 + 77 = 214.5 cm2

This is the curved surface area only. But the base of hemisphere is exposed (bottom circle).

Step 6: Add area of circular base

πr2 =
22

7
× 12.25 = 38.5 cm2

Final Total Surface Area

214.5 + 38.5 = 253 cm2

Correction (Exam convention): In most CBSE problems, total surface area includes cone

curved surface + hemisphere curved surface + bottom base.

Using π = 22
7 gives:

253 cm2

(Using π = 3.14 gives approximately 308 cm2.)

Quick Tip

For combined solids:

• Add only exposed surfaces.

• Do NOT include surfaces where solids are joined.

• Check which base is visible.

Always verify whether the base is exposed in exam questions.
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