/l//:/ Mother at Sixty-Six

| - Kamala Das & f:/amt'nyo 4 Poef'ry )

- Poem - Verbatim (Part I)

Dm'vf'ny from my parenf".s
home to .Cochfn last Fnday

mornfnﬂ, T Saw  my mother,

be.ﬂ'de me,
doze, open mouf'hed, her face <-simile  : ashen
: ashen like that <-like that of a corpse

of a corpse and realised ’wh"h

| PAaIN

| that she was as old as she

looked but soon

put that thought away, and <-imagery o trees
looked out at Vounﬂ <- sprint = mother slows

Trees Sprrbh'nﬁ, the merry children

Spfl’hhﬂ

; Sef'ﬁny :  drive to Cochin airport on a S Fn'day
‘| Speader . the dauyhf'er (poet) aﬂed adult.

| _/:orm = free verse o.ne lonﬂ Sentence

| »no rhyme | »ro fixed metre - ﬁl_ow: like f'houyhf'.
Punctvation does most Qﬁ-‘ the 75T work.

*
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Poermm - Verbatim (Part II)

6uf’ of their homes, but atter the
af'rpqrf"s

.Securffy checK, Sf'andrhﬂ a few yards

away, L Iogb(ed again at her, wan, LB oo i
pale : : <- airport (parh'ny)
as a late winter's moon and {felt that-simile : wan, pale
old <-as @ winter's moon

familiar ache, my chitdhood's fear,

but all I said was, see you soon,

/—lmma,

all T did was smile and smile and <-repetition -

= "
Sile ... <-seile x 3

Summary ( in one breath )

The poet drives her ajeiny mother to Cochin
airport. Mother dozes beside her - face pale,
ashen, like a co:pSe. With a pPang the poet
Feels her mother's old age & nrearness of death.
To shut out the fhouyhf' she turns to the world
outside - young trees, merry children
symbols of youf'h & Iife. At the parﬁ'ny she
looks once more; feels the old ache, but on!7

Sviiles s h:‘dfnﬂ her +ear behind a smile.
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77'Jeme.S

_5 @ /Morf'ah')‘y & fear of loss - @ Z} 4

The mother's ashen +ace waces -the poet 1o

5 car window
the Fact that her mother is mortal. The "

PAIN IS not nrew - i+ is her vttt childhood's +ear.

~

@ Mother - dauyhf'er bonc;l -
| Silent, c{eep, unsaid. Few words but heauy
thhﬁ. The drive itself is a metaphor for

their shared \journey f'hrouﬂh Iife.

r@ /‘lyemy - the cruel arithmetic of tire
1 &

“ old as she looked “ - the poet has been
absent : absence mades the (hanﬂe visible.

Outside the car : voun trees, merry «ids
72909 ! Vi

- youf'h '\juxf’aposed with mother's decay.

| @ Denial  vs Accépfance

Poet ' puts that fhouﬂhf’_au';ay s - denial.
Sut the ache returns at parﬁnﬁ - there is
no escape. The triple srile /s brave

acceptance T a mask to Spare the mothes: smile = shield
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L:')"erar:/ Devices

(/) Simile

her face ashen like that of a corpse

Death is named dfrecf'/y - .shocb(fny, raw.

" 4]

wan, pale as a late winter's moon " - pallor

+ coldness + end-of-season = dyinj /fghf.

(2)  Imagery +  Juxtaposition

]

Inside car = = doze '« | open niouthed &

azhen | ; wan; palelt ﬁadfry mother.
Outside ~ : ' sprinting ' trees | ' merry
Wids Spﬂ/fnﬂ out. | - br{ghf‘, rau'n\g Iife.

'_The contrast 1s the poem's beaﬂnj heart.

(3) Personification

Trees ' sprint ’ - yui/en a humar action
(rur;m'nﬂ). it s really the car that mouves 7

the device shows -the poet's restless mind.

(<) f('epeﬁﬁ'on

“all L did was =k smile and smile and soaile
*

Triple " spile ' -  excess hides emotion .

the smile is heavier than tears would have been.

() Single-sentence Free Verse

=

. &
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The poem s ONVE Ionj sentence Fomg £oll

stop ﬁll the end - mirm'cs fhe unstoppable

rhyme 1 .00 fixed metre - pure inner wvoice.

-

wan Smr'.few (pEr

Key Quof'ahon.s ( learn 3-9 7

"

"

doze, open mouthed

o

her +ace ashen like that

010 a (OfPS€ & <-yse for theme * mormh'fy

"

younﬂ Trees s,ormf'mj

o

l rush ‘of memory + the highway drive. Mo : e
i
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|

merry children spilling out i <-use +for o juxtaposition :

\ " wan, pale as a late winter's moon

fond my childhood's  +ear
Z L

| " "

See you Soon, Amma c-vuse for ¢ bond + mas«

"

__all _l— did was smile andr Smile

and smile

Tip alway s cite the line srtr and the device used.

|

%

e ’_Kamala Das ( /739 - 2007 ) .
I_Pen—_name Madhavikutty { in Malayalam i

_qun_eer_QP Indian Enﬁ:’ish contfessional poetry -

uf(pi_‘_'eﬂpranxly of love, f—he___ fermale bocly,: Paff'h,

loneliness. Won .S’ahffya /—lb{ademf'_ Award (1955 ).
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M&\tjo:— wOorks 5 ' An Introduction ' . /l/fy Sf’o;ry

(aufob:’oﬂraphy) . T 0l P!ayhou_fe . Wrote in
Enﬂlfsh + /Ma!ayalam. Voice - horest, raw,
intimate - trademards of contessional uverse.

Exam-patiern Points

Cochin  airport

Chiit Arcuer. € 202 98 ik )

Q. Why does the poet look outside the car 7
A. To shawe ofF the paintul thought of
her mother's nearrmess to death - the
7o&nﬂ trees & merry children stand o

lt'vce, in contrast to her aye[ny mother.

Long Answer ( /OO - /20 words )
Q. Comment on the use of similes in the poem.
Hints ( i) ashen / corpse -  showks the
reader, rnames the +ear plainly ;
e . ¥ i
{ a2 wan, pale, late winter s moon -
coldness + end-ovc-cycle : a softer image ;
( i ) both work foﬂefher - pPrepare us

for the brave triple smile at parf'fny.-
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| Quick [Kevision

- Poet .Kamala Da; ' Madhawb(uf'fy ) :
i‘ contessional, Indian Enjh‘sh poetry.
n: Form i Free uwerse - ONE  sentence -
\: no rhyme, no  Fixed metre.
! Sefﬁny ; drive to Cochin a.r)qoorjL ; :
| _ Friday morning 4  parting at yafe.
Tonre - tender . achfnﬂ i restrained.
- Mood - sad but brave -  ends :’n.a smile.
i.Theme(ﬁ : mortality , ageing , bond
| .'dem‘al vs  acceptance.

!
\_[\Dew'ces c o steile | dmagery |, juxtaposition
i ; perso nitica hbr; , repetition. |
':Symbols ; trees / children = Youf’h & lite e
winter's moon z -Padinﬂ life.

i/l/les.saye ;s louve your parents while f'hey are

‘| with you - time 7S unKind.

| o e B

-
mremonic for the $ main devices
| Sipmile /Mef’aphor* , Juxtaposition
‘ Personification ; ﬁepeﬂf’rbn. y

[lermemioer 4 ! Sixf'yosik ' - the aye 1s the purn.ch.
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