. The Last Lesson ‘

Class 72 - Flamr'nyo = Prose - Chapf'er /

| Author & .S'eh"ir?q

| By - Alphonse Daudet (Fremch nrovelist,

| /890 - 1897). Known .fq_r short storigs rooted

| _in everyday French Iif.

| Setting  :  uvillage school in Pars Alsace,

@ French district seized by Prossia after the
Franco-Prussian War (1§70-7/).  Mew rolers

the loss of one's language is

the loss of one's identity.

 Historical Bacdrop

| Treaty of Franwbort (1571) hands{fisde &

Lorraine to Prussia / Germany.  Hosgl, lschools

_must teach German only - Ffe_n%_a_m?d-__ :

ol Daudgt captures )"hg last __d.qy o_-p Fren_ch" c!a‘S.;_.

.

| Marrator - Franz (a schoolboy) - /st person.

| Genre

;hgr:"_ ._sfoﬁry_,r reah;sﬁ_'c _ng*:bn_._
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. Plof'r SUrnmad \
_ Opem‘ng 7 | _ o E
Franz leaves home late, ﬁéan’nﬁ M. Hamel's _
_scolding - he has not learnt the rules of

participles. He passes the TRt '_fown hall

a cro:_a_udr reads a ___7Cr_e$_h notice on ‘f_'he” board

ﬁm ng Achon

/?Eachmﬁ schoo/, f‘ranz Qnds an unnatural
_shllness. /l/f. Hamel wears hfs Sunday best
ﬁreen coat, -priiled shirt, embrotderec/ cap.

Old wl!ayers s:f' at f'he bawk benches

| Climax o o

/M Hamel _Announces an order 1Cr0m_ Berlm_

Stops f-rench in Alsace & Lorraine. Today

their LAST f'rench lesson. }‘ranz_ s Sfupned

reyre‘f’ Hoods his Small heart. -

Falling Action &  Ending

_/M ‘quelr praises _French as the clgaresf,' most

_legical tongue ; urges them 1-(; 3Uafd it _among

% themselves. The class hanﬁ_{ on every wo,.d

| Church clock strikes /2 ; he writes ___vae,, #a_,

_____ France?  on the board ( continved ... ).
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- Date : fege: 2
- __ﬁ’: ndin & Character : Franz -
o C/o.ﬂnq Scene L o g
| M. Hamel writes Vive La France?'  in chal, B
| then dismisses the dass with a silent wave .
........ of his bhand - too chowed to speak. End of
| an era ; rest is left fo the reader's heart. .
| Franz -  Character Sketch . .
|2 Young schoolboy of Alsace ; the narrator o
. e e Ut prsee SOV
| Lazy, resf-}ess ‘easily distracted - prefers
. lde €99S & _rature to grammar lgssons. .
e« Fearkst of his teacher ; FATE dreads Sco/cfmy
L e o deeee .
|+ Undergoes deep emotional change in OVE
morning - matures more in this lesson than
_ In Years of ___;_chqp/mﬁ combmed . .
. /fe_a/l_.f_es his booKs are . old' 'pflendS {zg 7(@n_'f__ .
s gtve vp [ 1”«/5 _gquilty for wasting time.
|« Pities 1. Hamel ; sees hion with rew respect
I'ranz becomes the lens w“hrouyh whlch we o
A__%g{_cgl/ecﬁue reﬂref over a Jost lanﬂua\ge L
e L

'Whaf a fhunq{ercfap fhe.s'e

worc/S were f’o me
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- Charad‘er .S'b(ef-ch

Hame/

o French teacher in the ;zt;/_/_qﬁg school oﬁ

e

Alsace for 90 ’°”’ﬁ;._..7!§€£‘,,:w__ e ‘ )\‘\)

- Sf'rfc_f _In_manrer ; <arries an iron croler -

o | yet desply devored fo his popits.

- |*On the LAST day, wears his Sunday best : _ﬁ_—:
¢ = | green coatl, Pﬂﬁlle_d shlrf', embrpﬁfg“@d {:?__lggg o
m__m',_‘ Sf{ig_fep _worn only, on inspection days.
i _ . /-' o patriof - - w“reaf's_f_rench as  the mosl
beauhf«d clearesf'“_‘inosf' loy:_cal _ /a”quﬁ_i_;___,,,,_;,___7_*____#H_
\ bothe ool L o
b Mo kb bl st :
i parents, all of Alsace shore meglecting Frenthl 0
_|* Emotional - speech grows Pk e s
_ voice breaus ; cannot finish his last words.
L Q{'ﬂae!ﬁeg{__.__.___f_,,,, writes Wice La France™ oo
the board d:Smtsse.S f'he glass o sidence o

.SV/MBOLJ-S/W z _7/&_@_{7’;?’_57"0’1(!3 A)r e e e
| sery teasher who camgsothe sovhof L
a cuH’ure ?bewafd_ Across. igge_rdhon e L e _#_m;:__;_

Y.as long as they hold fast to ftheir language,
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Pates i clisiied i T

(minor characters - collective conSc:ence)

0id Hauser 77
Sits on the bacKk pench with an old primer

open on his lap. Spells each letter alovd

with the chf'lq/ren ; wvoice ff(emb/t'nﬁ with

tears. Symboh‘ses Wﬁg repentance of a

whole _ﬂeneraﬁbn that too« French for jran_f’ed.
. The Blacksmith Wachter

Eafh%f moco{s Fr_anzr-por hurryfpy to Sschool £

! you'l_}e plenty of timé¢ v 2 irony, Since

fodayrf'herre IS no time lef+ for f:rench at all.

Former /Mayor & Postmaster

 Both seated gquietly at the bacX, a/onﬁ_f!de the
old villagers - attending the lesson as a
silent tribute & apoloy_y to /M. Hamel _an_d____
to their rr;ofjher/a_nd./

_Thgffr presence  shows that L_/_‘INGU/‘}GE

s qwned : 5:7/ the whole cofnmunﬁy,

ot by schoolchildrer alone.
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e = Maor Themes o
/. LIMGUISTIC IDENTITY .

| Language is the carrier of coulture, emory

1 | & national selthood. To lese your tongue : i .

| is to lose a part of WHO you are. o
2. FATREQTESM & FPROTEST e .

| Villagers' silent attendance & M. Haprel's

| chilied | Vive La France? C ave guit pets G i

| of defiance against Frossian role. e L e
3. REGRET X PRIERASTIMATION. =

Franz, M. Hamel & the elders all say -

‘Plenty of time tomorrow'. Story warns s

L = g .- . - 7 Sl e e

| |\ ovtwrighs many years of careless omes.

9. LAST-DAY URGENCY
| Knowing it is the FINMAL lesson sharpens
| affention - a single morning of Full focus

—— sy Aty s L ol e

$.  Change & Discipling

| deonands daily discipline, rot crisis-driver

298 without rofite is brotal . X Aodeavoing

o

2eal_af the elventh hour.
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 Literary Devices &  Quotations

Ltf'emr-/ Dewces

s /st person nrarration - Franz's voice creates

"mhmacy & a ch:/d—eye lens on frayedy

| Sy__mboli_fm - Sunday clothes, ruler, the
_chalb{ed S/Oﬁan, _f'he church bells, ptﬂeons s
« Irony - Wachter's  'plenty of time' ;  Franz
longs to learn only when learning has stopped.

» Imagery -  silent cassroom, embroidered cap,

pale +ace of M. Hamel, white head of Hauser.

o Metaphor -  'the Key to their prison’ For
 language as liveration. L
Pathos - M. Hamel's broken voie, his

| Speechless wave at the end - mouves the reader.

 Key Quotations s e
”{A/haf a fhunderclap fhese words were o me"”
”I.'f witll be f‘he last G'erman Ies_mn f'hey ﬂﬂ/\? you i
”/My fr:ends‘ & - T - buf‘ SOmef'hmﬁ choed  him
”Ho:‘a’ Fasf fo your Ianguaﬁe Sk g qu v(e;/”
‘to your prison.  ( paraphrased - M. Hamel )" :
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Ekam Pattern - CBSE Prompts

/-rﬁarb{ (mc@ / VSA)

Q. Who /s the marrator of The Last Lesson
Q. Which language replaces French in Alsace 7
Q. Name M. Ha'mel's Sunday—besf' yarmenfs.
Q
Q

WWhat does Haoser bn'ny to the last lesson

Where was the order to stop French issved From

2 nie | (Short Answer - 20-50 wds)

Why. does Framz say the chapter on

participles it 'easy' that morning 7

How is the ur_w'sual stillness of the

classroom described 7 Why is it unvsval 7

What does M. Hamel'_{_ outhit orn the last
day sfgmﬂ/ Z : :
Wh7f are the w'l/aye elders present n

the classroom that mormlny Z
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-

£ -marks (Lbnvq Answer - /00-/20 wds)
Discuss The Last Lesson as a study of
linguistic f'denh'fy & “coltural loss.

Setch: the character of M. Hamel -  what

Vzuarlfﬁ'e_f maKe hiny a memorable teacher 7

Comment on the title. - why "The Last

Les.mn'_ _ & not ‘A Lesson Losf"_ r
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Gwcb{ ﬁ'ew.ﬂon Paqe e
i £ seconds .
. Auf‘bg:? ." /—llphonse Daudef' (f‘rance)ﬁ e
- Seff{rzy__;:_ Alsace school, post /§70-7/ war.
|¢ Marrator ;. Franz (boy)o = /st person.
'_;Ze_ﬁsie:,, 2 M. Hamel - 9O years in Alsace.
 Conflict  :  French banred ;  German imposed.
$ Climax. . the LAST _.’_"__’_695._5___@{?92_ s today.
* End line . : chalded Vive'La Framce?'
e .. - - - .
E | Themes in one Ime CE
- e Language = 'dgr%*ify .
2 Sdent _presence = patriotism. A
L 5 ﬁzﬂ&@ﬁ% - 0
Last day = sharpest af'*emi'czo- f i
= tadie s degoest lesson,
]
_k_@fﬂ?_fiﬂf* .
L o o e, e
;.- .. = -
R L
! ex@mingr wants _57‘95’{4_4; 77_7Hr-/,w£ o
a.._reievanf' QUOTE c e gl f’_’IEf together.
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