/2

Keeping Quiet

- Pablo Meruda

About the Poem

From the collectio’ Extravagaria ti1s ),

originally written in Spanish, translated

into Enﬁifsh by Alastair FReid. Incduded in

the WMCERT Hermiitt Flamingo  textpbook, Class /2.

Central ZIdea

Nervda inuvites all of hUmanh‘y to pavse -
to, stop the rush of work, Speech, ‘war a,pd
violence for \jusf' one moment - and to

introspect. Stillness, he insists, is not

the same as death.

Stillness s not Death <-the ey paradox
<-of the poem

Form & Structure
Free verse -  no rhyme scheme, no
fixed metre. $ unegual stanzas, conver-

sational tonre. First person plural

¢ ”we”, s - binds reader & poet Tapart f'ojef'her.
Tone . retlective entle ersvasive.
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Scanned with CamScanner

pauvse



The Poem (verbatim)

Stanza &

MNMow we will count to twelve

and we will all Keep still.

/ r—
Stanza Ll

For once on the +ace of +the Earth
let's not speak in any language,
let's stop for onre Semnd,

and not move our arms so much.

It would be an exotic moment

without 'rush, without enyines,

we would all be foyef’her : S
in a sudden TorElirRSE strangeness.

o 7

Stanza TEL

Fisherrmen in the cold sea
would rot harm whales <- stop hurting
and the man ﬂaf'herf'nﬁ salt

<-nature

would look at his hurt hands.

[conf’o’. on next payej
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Stanza LV

|
|
|
' The Poem  (contd.)
1
|

Those who prepare green wars,
| wars with 9as, wars with Qfg,
7 : victories with no survivors, HH
. would put on cean clothes
- and wal« a'bouf' wiﬁ: their brothers

J‘ : I‘ in the shade, c/o:'nj nofhinj.

_ - Stanza V
;f. ' . What. I want shovld nrot be contused

 with total inactivity.
-~ Life is what it is about;

I want rno truek with death.

Stanza VI

- If we were not so .Slhjle'mfnded

. @bout Keeping our'lfues moving,

\ and could perhaps do nothing +or once,

perhaps a huye Silence

_m__:yhf' interrupt this sadness

of never undersf'andinj ourselves

.and of w fhreaf'em'nﬂ\ourselues with death.

|

|

I

| an

‘l Now L'l count up to twelve -,_
i and you Keep Zw'e'l' and I will g0.

# Scanned with CamScanner




/2

SUrnmarZ’

Mervda opens with a count of /2 - the
hours of a clock, the months of a year,
a number that 5{9”‘215 completeness. He
urges every person on Earth to share one

moment of complete  silence  and  stillness.

In that pause -  no rushing, no engines,
no speech, no movement of arms - the

world would +eel strange and foyef’hery.

franiin - line 7

“T+ would be an exofic moment

The Hshermen would spare the whales /
the man yaf'herfnﬁ salt would notice his
wounded hands. Th__g warmongers would

put on cean cdothes and just walk with

. their brothers - a oriet TSP ceasetire.

NMeruda clarifies he does not want
total inactivity or death. Litfe goes on -
but the pauvse lets vus understand ourselves
instead of constantly f"hreafem'ny our own

lives with stress, war and selfishress.

Scanned with CamScanner

@



Mayor Themes

/. Silence is Creative, not Death

The poem's central paradox.  Stillness
lets the mind reflect ; i+ 1s the soil in

which Zrass self-awareness grows.
Stanza V denies any link  with death.

2. Eco-philosophy  (NMature)

Stop  hurting  nature. Whales unharmed,
salt-worker sees his hurt hands - “human
labour camn be 9enfler. Favse respects

the planet that freds us.

3. Anti-war Pacfism

‘Green wars, wars with gas, wars with

fire' - chemical, ecological, conventional.
All victors leave no Survivors. Just a
SI}:)y/E Zufef’ moment would make enemies

walk as 'brothers in the shade'.

. Infro:pechbn / Selwc-b(nowlec{qe

The deepest theme. We threaten ourselves
with death by rushing #orward without
-b(no:ufny why . Silence = undersfandfnﬂ.
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~ Literary Devices

Free Verse

Mo rhyme, no metre. Lines vary in length.

Mirrors the natural rhyf-hm' of f'ht'nb(fnﬂ.

Poiados

Stillness’  appears to mean inaction, et
NMeruda calls i+ a creative force. 'Cil)fe'f'
/s set aja{nsf '_.sadness of never under-
Sf'anc/f'nﬁ o_urselves' - silence cures noise.

LA

Repetition / Anaphora

'warS with ﬂaS | wars with 'Q'fe’ /‘

Iet.s nof spead ... Jet's Stop

'count to twelve' (opens & closes the poem)

- buids® a chant-like, almost prayervful tone.

Imazeiz

Visval : fishermen, whales, salt-gatherer,

clean clothes, shade. Avral : engines vs
huye silence. Tactile . 'hurt hands'.
Symbo/me

/2 = completeness o Earth = home ;

silence = peace ; shade = neufrah'fy.
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Ke ' Quotations

&) Opening

“ Mow we will count to twelve / and

we will all Keep still.

-7 a vuniversal call for collective pauvse.

@ O0n Wars

" Those who prepare green wars

..
would put on clean cdothes / and walk
about with their brothers in the shade

-7 war can be rep/aced by simple 1C€”OwShl;p.

(3) The Paradox

i — . i .= f
I want no trugk wilh death. | 7= frliness
<-is not death

Pablo  Meruda - in brieF
Born FRicardo Meftali FKeyes Basoalto, /709,

n ParraI, Chile. Pen name 'Pablo MNeruda'.

Diplomat, senator,” communist activist. @

Whrote love sonnets, political odes, surreal

Iyrics. Awarded the Potirrer Mobel  Prize e
for Literature in /77/. Died Sept /773,

Often called 'the poet of the people’.

%
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Exam Pattern Points

Typical Question Types

(a) FRelerence-to-context  (/4/4+2 marks)

e.g. ‘Wow we will count to twelve...'
(b)  Short answer: (90-$50 wds)

Why does Meruda usé the number /27
() Lony answer (120-7$0 wds)

Stillness vs Death : Meruda's view.
Marker Tip
/-llways cte the line. Mark / = Zuofe ;

Mark 2 = device ;  Agrm—St Mark 3 = theme link.

Quick  Revision (30 sec)

¥  Poet : Pablo Meruda (Chfl'eJ NMobel _/7'7/7

*  Seume ¢ Extravagaria (195°8) HH

X  Form : free verse, /st person plural

X Idea : a universal pause, count to /2

254 S'f'reSS‘ 5 stillness r= death

X Themes o  silence, ecology, peace, self.

*X  Devices : paradox, repetition, imagery, @
: symbolism, free verse.

*

Tore . refHective, gentle, persvasive.

Ui o

and I will go.
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