Lost Spring

by Anges Jung  (Flamingo, Ch 2)

dEocut the avihor

Arges Jung - Indian writer & colupmnist.
Worked For women & undgr»pn'viledyed in
deuelopfny countries. Boox : 'Lost Spring,

Stories of Stolen Childhood' - #9%& 2005

These two extracts are from that boo«.

Type /. Genre

f\’eporf'aﬁe - non-Fiction prose, Q'rsf'-person,
observational. Two real storigs woven into

one chapter fo expose child labour.

,)é(,

Are the children destined to this?

Two parts of the essay -

<-the title's
< -real zueshbn

(/) Sometimes L find a Rupee in the garbage

- Saheb, a rag-piker in Seemapuri,

on outskirts of Delhi.
(2) L want to drive a car - /Muv(esh,

a bangle-maer's son in Firozabad,

wants 1o be a motor mechanic.
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Tarh L _ Saheb in Seemapuri

Settin
Seemapuri - outskirts of Delhi yet far from it

mef'aphorfcally. /0,000 raﬂ-pfcb{ers live here.
f('evcu\gees from Dhaka (/977 war), no fc/enf'h‘y,

no permits, no school - only ration cards.

<-for ao’ulf'_c.:
<-pread + roof

Grarbaje = means of suruvival

AP/of' Summary -

/. Marrator meets Saheb each morning,
.ScrOUnﬁfny for :gold' n garbage heaps.
Asks why he does i+ - he proys has
no school, so he picKs rags.

/Var.raf'or \joo(es Ay open a school’ -

arbage
feels ashamed when Saheb taces her goid (72

seriously day: later. A casval remark
becomes a broken promise. .
Full name : Saheb-e-Alarm = 'Lord of

the Universe' - bitter 4}'on7/.

$. Saheb watches the tennis club fhrouyh

the wire +ence - :gaf'es closed’ for him.
6. Later pictds uvp a job at a tea stall -
Rs 500 + meals, but he has lost his
freedom +  the .baﬂ No Ionﬂer his own.
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| Character Swerch - Sakb
‘ () Age - 1012 yrs; parefoot, tousled hair. =

@ Work ' rag-picker - hunts for coins,

(£) Voice o mostly " silent, ,<hf/4<{f~<,e, hopeful  ow

. ‘ Loats Q'r;f-L then numb at ﬁ_?ei tea sfa/l_. _

s ... i . : e
: Protile points . o

@ Origin : Faeilty Hed Dhaka atter fhe 7

war_; settled in, Seemdpuc slomso, o

. broden foys, reydable sodp.

() Dream . #5 4o fo school ; ¥o wedreirqpis

*
 shoes ; to play with the baf & pall.

Key lmaqes / Symbol.s o ; ; a0 garags

b .7Shpe:_ decarded pair with a hole -

still_a _'dfeaﬂ_'_wr"e frog for hint. ,
2. Tennis clib. fence -  the wire 5
 between his guorld & the pﬂl/{leﬂed.r

3. Steel canister o replaces his light R

plastic bag at the tea stall - o

. heavier Vloqd, Jost avtonomy. . . :

7.  Garbage & for adults = bread. ;-

 For <hildren = wrapped wonder. _
shoes - a dream come true’ ey or

— <-small” joys
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/. Cyde of P°V€"f}’ o

#_ Al '_3’_o_rq poor _-7 no School -7 early Jabour 7 1 o
j"_a.,,_ _7 no ;K:H e ;fay{ poor. Ch:ldren mherd' f'he = )4 ‘
1 came fate as parents. Garbage Feeds therm
e G 7 - - . e 9“""?}7(’;;
but never lets them escape. : e
b b Tom Tra 7’ "o _'Schoo{ T 7’ rags / 70(1}":; ST ’__ Poj 2 3 -
E 2. Lo.sf' / Sf'olen ch:[dhood . T
Sprmﬁ . Symbol of cht/dhood These v{lds o
smp f'he 5prmy of—‘ Ince - no play, no. &fQ(y,_f o i
i po school.. Saheb $ ﬁrln at the baf/ball . .
: shows fhe ch:ld 51‘1/[ alu/e mSlde, brleﬁy : .
‘:Tiﬁe o lipst SPRIAG = lost Youfh <-dovble
R SRt riShies B e 5 L AR o = 3 '4'meiﬂnfh‘97 NG

__ 3. Apaf'hy + broken prom:;ses . e

_ Socriety i .ff_sf_em {gno_re the __ray-picv{efs. 7 : e
, : Fven fhe narmfor i a' Sensiﬁ'ue observer - S
Feels guil for a se of a
L add ﬂ ity r an empty promise 0 L o
A Fal chidren at every stE
i = Ml'Qraﬁon £ loss of t'denh'fi 7 ;
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_ Part - MuKesH of Firozabad

| Settin o : _ :

. Firczabad (UP) - 'glass-blowing capital' of
Indfa. _ Z0,000 childrern work in dark houvels
around__hof -»Q}rnac_es,. w_e‘ldfnﬁ jlass banylef'

for the Brdes 'suhaaﬂ' of married women.

é-irony. s ]
<= maers cursed

Banyle = symbol uovc Suhaaﬁ (au_fpice7

Plot Summary

- /. WMarrator visits Mukesh's home in
Firozabad - hut, hovel, hot blast e /o
Fornace, hundreds of bangles in heaps.

Z.__Fami/y - ﬂranc/mof'her. (57"{!/ believes
'this (s what G'od' has willed'), +ather
(_cou!d not build a house in hijs life),
elder brother and sister-in-law (coox
thin hal»c-ﬁe_d chgpahk). |

3. Mukesh is different : ' will be a motor
Vmech_am’c' - frst dream beyond Lamily
trade. Walks to  nearest garage daily.

L 7 I Wil learn to drive a car’ - even when

qs%edi A he  will 1017/_ a plare, he stays

silent. Dream s real but humble._

/

B Banyle worK blfnd; many pbefore aduh‘v
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Character S«etch - MyKesh

. Profite points

@ /{ge 2 teen, son of a banjale—mav(er.
'@ Tra - Zu_ief' but determined 7 dares to
dream outside his caste's trade.

/

to drive a car. Mot a pilot, rot a Film : 'ﬂi,

S

@ Dream : to be a motor mechanic @ learm

hero - a small, practical dream. svhaa

«a  chinh
Action . walds long to garage dail

@ 9. to_garage daily,
even without anyone f'eachfnﬂ hirm.

|@ Symbol : hope inside a hopeless street.

The banﬁe—f’rap : who holds them 7

Mokesh's family s cavght by a chain :
Sahukars (morey-lenders)

/J'h'o’c{/emen

A

L‘Llwmab(ers / netas

Blureauc}af's

/—lny attempt to oryamke = yail / beaten.

So ro To-op co-operative 2 pam:'h'es Sf'ay f'rap,oed.

| Two worlds in one boy

. Burden of caste-tradition v.s. his own will.
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et
1+  Devices

_*_ °

Theres - (Pack T

Theme : Caste-trapped labour

VBanyle—r_naKfnﬁ s a heredt_'f'ary trade : borr;
('nfo_ it = charined o 5 'God-ylven h'n'eaﬁe'
 becomes  the family's prison. Euven f'lleﬁal' 4

«ids Under sy _Shouid not work near -»Curnaces.

Theme - Healf_'h - blindress, burns

Soldeﬂ'ny hot glass in dim rooms (f_arr;aﬁes
eyes - many 90 blind be_ﬁore aofq_lffh_ood._

'Llheaﬂe of banylekmaxers' = curse < - tradition
: ; : ' ' : <-as trap

Literary devices vsed

(i) Lrony " Saheb-e-Alam = Lord oF @
Universe' actually picks rags ;
bqnyle—mab(ers maKe 'Suhaay' but live
without ease or joy. L

Gi) Metaphor : 'Losf Sprl’nj' f'f'se(jp .
garbage Z_igold'_ ; furnaces = hell.

Ciii) Imayery g "‘thick  blanket 9-107 dust’,
'dfnjy cells with h{gh windows', heaps o
oF vivid bangles in huoid st

(fi() Alliteration ¢ 'hof' pblast of sznac_esi e

- 'bleat( bomes, blacb{ened wall;'._
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Quotes + Exam Points + [Keuision

Key gquotations to rememier

(/) ”Someﬁ}ne.s L fnd a rupee, even a
ten-rupee note in the ﬁ“"baﬂ€°”
- Saheb (raﬂ = Ssurprise = loﬂ-_ery)
“Et iz hie Karam, - his desf'fny.”
- Mokesh's 9randmof-her (resgnah'on)
”J: will be a motor mechanic.”
- Mukesh (the lome hopetul note)
”G'arbaye to them is ‘gold. o : _ svhaa

«a chinh

. - narrator (frony, central imaye)

| 'LMer exam guestions = _
@ SA (3/1) -' Why does the narrator say garbage
s yofd lvcor Seemapuri's adults & children -
@S/-i (ZA1): © T hindrances that stop Mukesh's

people  from lkaving the bangle trade.
@ LA (o) - Compare .Saheb and Mokbsh - whose

drearm feels more achievapble & why e

Quick  revision (BO-se& view)

Saheb - ray-picb(er, Seemapurf, re-puyee,

fea-stall job - Jloses Freedom. :
Moesh : bangle-mawer's son, Firozabad,

wants to be a motor mechanic - hope.
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