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A Roadside_Stand

b7’, ﬁoberf' Frost

Class /2 F'I:_zmr'nyo Poefry _Chapferf /_O_ o

. About the poet

/?oberf' Frost (/3'7’7’ to /‘763‘)

American poet of rural Mew Fnyland

| Plaf'n dicf‘:bn, _conuersahbnal ,','th_'hf_’_’;_

- darx undertones. 7 Pufhfzer Pr:zes

Famous worKs The Road /Vof' Ta!«(en,

Sfopplbﬂ by Woods, /Mendlby Wa_l_l.‘

About the poem

Published in /797 in 'Sf‘ge;::le Bush'.
Set dur:'nj the lonjfshad'ow__ of f'_hé 7
Great Depression. A seall farmer puts.
up a wayside stall to sell produce -
;_oo_bo_c.fy stops. Frost uses the scene

to indict urban indifference.

| $2 lings, mostly iambic pentameter, _
loose rhyme : ABAB CDCD mferleaugd L

One continuous verse parayraph
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70penl'nq : the stand

'_’The little old house was out wl"f'h-

a little new shed in foant f

A Farmer's family has poilt a Himsy
_ roadside stall wear= at the edﬁe .
- of the highway . Squash, wild berries,
a sign painted woowehr ‘croonedly .

Fé

stand = small + 1Ch'm$7f -I—,{gnored = "‘97."’”‘9?

The S{gn 'pleads pm‘heﬂcal!y' -Fo_r
the cash that m{ghf I+ their
spirit. Frost's word choice -
‘pathetically pled” - signals pity,

not contempt.

The rural-urban binary

Two worlds collide in the poem.
* roadside fol« - poor, hoﬁeﬁ;l,_

invisible fo cars

; _* ity trafFic - Pasf, indifferent
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: Tratbc that won'_f Shop I o sl R

“... the polished tratfic passed

with a mfnd__a__hegd, or I1C ever as:'der

The cars are 'polished’ -. shining, * o

urban, well off. Their drivers s
[have ‘4 mind akead' - already past . e
““! the stand in thought. | = h e e

IF anyore does. glance aside they

the ugly painted signs, the wrong

arrows : the S turmed wrong, the N

also. Aesthetic complaint, rot .

|
} are 'ovt of sorts' - irritated by

a ﬁmp(nehf ot sympgf'hy. .
Plshid ieass 2 coadside libe 0 <0 e
Frost calls it a 'wrong to the wood’ , i
- the rural landscape itself is - .
 wronged by the speeding tratfic .
 that won't even slow down For a .
_tank of pure water. ,
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| The ‘promise of fhe i Toovree
 he

polished wafl . T
- The m_o‘{‘.”ﬁ pictures’ Promise v 7
| that the Party N power s said e
J: ,fgg be -nge'-'f’f,,, #}_Om " _‘.’5',”, . T =

4 B : e oA e
l{ey phrase - "mov{nj pictures’ _ : 7
| promise’. &’L‘e,’-?_.to <nema, the bt
L glossy images of city wealth shown *
| 0 Ailms. Country folx SEC dhese . 0 . 7
L A deeans of the How of Uiis 7

-

Vﬂ_)e cash _qnd ease _or_qr_bqn luce :

Hlusion ;0‘{0 P’?"’__f?f S

But the promise is empty. The

| party in power 'is said to be

| Keeping’ it Ffrom them. Pras to e , .
the political auvthor: o T unanswered.

The_poiitical avthority go TgrOYed unansws
| Frost's tore here is bitter. The : .
| countryside is sold a dream that L s
| never arrives. Their stand «eeps .
| dwindling away.
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The false benefactors

A second target of Frost's anger -

the 'greed ood-doers’ who plan . ;
the lgreedy g | who plan .

to relocate Vrural families 5

” to relieve them of _ the
cost of dwell_fnj ovut of doors,

Sw@rm ouver f'hg_fr lives

emQ)rcinﬂ benegf’s---” : o e

OFFicials and reformers gather the
poor into planned villages, nrear
theatres and stores. Sounds Kind.

Frost sees & as a polift robpery,

The country Lolk lose their __Iand,_
their :bdependence, even their

sleep - the do-goeders are said

Yo teach _f’he,””, how to ___s__le_epf.

( aid -7  control e depe:nd_encg -

Scanned with CamScanner

<- Frost's bite

£




Date :
o g e g o
| .. I car't help owning the great
| relieF # would be to put these
| people at one stroe out of their
. eain : o , :
; A startling moment. The speaer
confesses he sometimes wishes' he
| ceuld end the suntey folds |
| miSery in ome Stroke - then catches
| himselF for the cruelty of . the ,
. ~ thought. @ e
| the thousand selfish cars

Earlier in the poem he wrote -

7

“... a thousand thoughtless cars
that Hash by.."

£

/OOO caf.s s no_.f-_ one TS?LOP‘S <- ch'maxr

When one Finally does poll in, it
| is only to asK the way, or to baw

round in the driveway.
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| fore shifts | -« .. .
e = @ - e
| opening - the Pafheﬁc Pfea,w? . . L
e crom{eg{ sign. o L s
'_Z_s,’:opx L -
7 . h pohshed icars vs bhe . . .
genﬁef_nfgo_{__{t@ﬁd-,,_ o W
e ilpaes = e
almec/ af- c:fy dﬂ'vers and ar . _ ; e _ . o
f'hg calculaf'ed Kmdness mC : A . e . T .
the dg—yo@ders B e 7 e
Loeen ) guly . e
 he catches himselF wishing fér ;
4 gk end to the soFRring. - o
i Poehc cran" e o
A//H‘erdﬁbn = 77__',730_1‘7"_7{_}135{3 L
pafheh;gllyf_pilgd' =
;;_&"_{95”,’29"_9?”'5” . the: 5(9»0 p/eads Lo
| Metaphor - the g prfues 0
- PRmise. Lrony. throughout. _
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Themes . - 7 o o o
(a) Roral poverty e e
a small farmer pleadfpy for the : . o

cash that <ty ik taes for ..

_ (_5)__ Urban  indifference e

a thousand thoughtless cars PAass.
nobody stops to. help.

% 2

(c)_ Fa{sa__ ben_epacforfs :

officials who 'help' the poor by

STrPPing  their independence. -

Qu:_’cb( revision :

Q.V Why_{s the Sf'an_d ';_oaf'hefjt'c'_'_? : i
A, The sign s crooued, the gopds 0 o
are . b","’."b’et : a'_"‘i ”9_1?‘)0(7’ Stops.

Q‘, W”)Om C/o_e.f_ FrQSf' blame 7

Saldlating good-doers' of o
officialdom. Both Gl the oonl .

poor, : e
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