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The KRattrap

Selma LagerloF Flamingo -  Prose, Ch 4

About the Avthor

Selma Laﬁerlop G5&§ - 1990) was a Swedish
writer Frsr+  First woman to win the MNMobel
Prize in Literature  (/9097).  Famous +Hor

stories rooted in Swedish Fol«lore anJ a deep

<- rattrap [?{E’

sense oF human compassion.

Setting
Rural Sweden, late /7th century. The
imn-mininﬁ belt - forests, scattered

cottages, a forge run by a wealthy master.
Cold winter, Christmas Eve -  symbolic of

warmth, charffy & moraI‘I{'ghf.
»

Type of Story
Allqgorftal short sf'ory - a tale where'

every object and event also carries a moral /4

philosophical “meaning.  The rattrap .fsei is

<-rattrap

the central extended metaphor for the world.

/\’ea_td with focus on - bait, trap, redemphbn.
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Plot Summary (L)

/. ‘ The Peddler

A poor vagabond sells small rattraps. made

of wire he bggs for.  Walks village to village,
sleeps where he can PP miserable & lonely.
Onre day a f'houﬂhf' strikes him - the whole
world is a ﬁfam" rattrap. .Land, riches,

\joys, food - all are mere baits. Once you.

L @

are fempfed, the trap closes on You.

2. The Crofter -

Onre night he «nocks at a small cottage. An

old crofter  (without wite / child)  welcomes

him in, shares porr{dye, tobacco & cards.

The crofter brags - he earned 30 «ronor
/

Lrom his cow ! Shows the nrotes hunj in a

leather pouch from the window - frame.

B The Thett

Mext  morning, peddler leaves - comes bad,

breaks the wfndoyu, steals the 30O «ronor.

He has fallen into o his own bait.

\Fears the hfghway - hides in darx forest.
Loses his way -  the trap has smapped shot.
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P lot Swwmary (TE)

& A the Fo:vqe

Cold and exhausf'ed, he stumbles into f('am\fjo

ironworks at n{ghf’. Lies down near the warm
Ffornace.  The ironmaster, on his round, sees

him in the ylow of the fire and mistakes him
Por\ an old Frremtt reyt}nenf'a/ comrade - Capt. von .S'f'ah_',

" The Inuvitation

Lronmaster inuvites him home Lfor Christmas.
Peddler refuses - fears arrest £ true
a'denh'fy comes out. The master leaves.

Soon his dauyhfer Edla 'Wil,lmansson arrives.

< -  wreath

6. Edla's Persvasion

She spea«s 9enf‘ly, with real warmth. Even
atter Sen.anﬂ he (s not the captain, she still
convinces him to come - promises Christmas

cheer, no Zue:ﬁons asKed. He ayree.s.

&7 . Christmas Mo:.'m'rgg

In dayl{ghf, ironmaster sees his mistace -
wants him ovut. Edla intervenes - pleads to

let him stay one Christmas day, as their guest.

Kfno’ness, not contempt, s her response.

*
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Climax & Characters (D)

Y. The G+ & Letter
After church the ﬁamt'ly returns to fnd a

Small paccage left+ +for -Edla. Inside - a
rattrap, the stolen Fstes= 30 Kronor, and a

letter S{gned 'Capf'a:'n von Stahle'.

He asus her to return the money to the crofter
and thanks her for treating. him as a captain -
so he could behave Iixe one In turm. e

Character - The Peddler
0 :

Poor wanderer - symbol of socal outcast.

* Bf'ﬁ“er, cynfcal - sees world as a trap.

= Capable of thefr when fempfed - weaK,
Yet has a hidden core of decency - K1
&Ishamec:t"1 returns the money in the end.

Capacity for change =  the story's heart.

Character - The .Croacfer

’ O/d‘, Ione!y‘, talkative - craves company.
= Generovs to a Sfranﬂer - shares ﬁood,
tobacco, card_s, even his Savfnﬁ_f 5ﬁ>r7.

P

Maive - shows off his 30 «r - the bait.
S Stands Hor trust & open-hearfed ﬂoodness

of the rural poor.
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Characters (ZI)

|

I‘ The Zronmaster

|
] = Weah"hy ownrer of ﬁam{jo IroNnworks.

= : e i
Lmpulsive - invites a .sf'ranyer f'hmh(mﬁ

he is an old comrade (von Stahle).

HosP:'mh'fy is shallow -  driven by class

& fdenﬁfy, not real (Ompa.SSIbn..

Once* truth s out, wants him thrown out.

X Foil to o Edla e Snobbery vs her grace.

ﬁepresenfs conditional charffy.

<+ wreath

Edla Willmansson =

® Vcwny, perceptive - notices the peddler's

fear at ‘the very First meeﬁ'ny.
Compassionate -  treats him as a guest
even atter Knowimy he s not the captain.
- Calm, Frm - defends him to her father.
x Symbol oF Christian charity & d{gnh‘y.

Her unconditional lb(t'n.dness s what

ﬁi'nally redeerms the peddler.

Foil : Ironmaster vs Edla
loud . Status- driven Zw’e)", princrpl’ea’
acts omn illusion acts on a'nsfghf‘ E

withdraws &indress extends it free!y
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Themes & Devices

The FRattrap as Allegory

Central extended metaphor of the story

WORLD "= | RATTKAF ; RLCHES

BALT

|
|

Land, money, comfort, love -  the moment  we
let ourselves be tempted, the trap sraps.

The peddler steals the 30 «r -  walds into
the very trap he had warned others about.

Themes

(1) Kindress as redemption - Edla’s grace
lifts the peddler out of his trap.

(2)  Lomeliness & need For belonging.

(3)  Materialism - jreed traps the soul.

(9)  Essential yoodness of-; human beings.

()  Christmas as moral renewal. -

Literary Devices

¥ ECxtended metaphor - rattrap = e world.

Lrony -  rattrap-seller is himsel¥ trapped.
2 Symbohkm - SO “Kr =4 bally ; Hre = warmth
& moral I{ghf . Christmas = grace.

NMarrative compassion - avthorial warmth.
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Quotes, Exam Points, [Revision

Key Quotations

(a)\ ‘o The: whole world... is .no'f'hfn\g but a b{g
rattrap. ¢ - the pedd!er'.s worldview.

(b) ' I want you to erjoy a day of peace
with vs, ' - Edla's invitation. s

() S{gned ' Captain von Stahle : =i he

Finally becomes worthy of the title.
i 7

<- 30 «r @

Exam-pattern Points

Q/. Short Ans (3 m) - Why did the peddler

think the world was a rattrap 7

—Q2.° Short  Ans {3 m) - How did Edla treat
the pedo’ler & why %

Qs. Long Ans (6 m) - The rattrap as an

a!leﬂory of human Iitfe. Discuss,

QY. Lcmy Ans (6 m) -  Character swetch of

% Edtr the peddler &  his transformation.
' e omih
Quick Revision
Peddler i Crofter -7 Forest -7
f:o»:ge =2 Manor = Edla - G+
Moral — : undersfandfny &  Windress rescue

people #rom the rattraps they fall into.

End of chapter notes -  The [Rattrap. b
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