 Class /2

~ poets of the 20th century.

s
{
i

_Flc_z mingo _P oetry Chapter //

About the poet nad

Adrienre Fich (/929 to 20/2).

American poet, essayist and

Feminist. Born in Baltimore.

Ore of the most “infloential wormen

Her 7#!% ; ea,ffy work __u;ed _sf_'n’;_f'_
,,,'p‘?’,',m i

verse and explicit politics.

About the poem

Poblished in ‘A Change of World'

: (/75"'/),__ her Wd_ebuf‘ volume.

T hree anfrm}};, 1ambic  pentameter,

&
rhyme scheme AA BB in each stanza

(couplets).

*

/2 lines only - but ore of the most

 studied poems on patriarchy.
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.  Aunt Tenniter's Tigers
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| Stanza / 2 The Tigers

| "Aunt Tenniter's tigers prance
L oss A4 screen, s
: Brayhf' topaz __d_énizgn{ 01_0 a w_orld
of green.

They do rot fear the men beneath
| The vree s

,,’,77’_37( pace in sleek chivalric

, .,‘?"’,La",’f’tY'_.” :

Thhe ,f{gersr are her e_mbrp_idefy -
a P,a”e’_ Shg _Sf:ﬁ';hg.i_f_n Vwoo_l.

-

| Three gualities
®

‘bright topaz - golden, glowing

* Q_ade.s‘s_ op men 7ber_)eaf'h __Hne rﬁ_fee

. pace with chivalric <ertainty

| Chivalric' is the ey adective -
 the tigers carry kn{ehﬂy _courage
| that Aunt Tenniter herself lacus.
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Slanza 2 : The Aunt
g < v Ihe Aunt

”/—lurﬂ' Tenniter's ﬁnyers
ﬁuf’fen'ny i'hrouyh’ her wool
Find even the ivory needle
hard to pull.

The massive weight of Uncle's
weddfnj band

Sits heauily upon Aunt -

Tenniter's hand.”

The thers "Aotter - f'rembh'nﬁ,
weak. Even a I{ghf- FrreTa- f'vory needle

re_'ﬂ'\sf‘s her pull.

massive we{ghf‘ of Uncle's weddfnﬁ band

<- the central r'mtﬂﬂe

The ﬂ'nﬁ is small but Fich calls
i+ 'massive’. The ima 1g¢ carries
the entire poem's politics

marria ge as oppression.

The band 'sif's_ heaw"ly' % fhe

we{?hf‘ s pSy/choloykéJ/, not literal.
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 Stanza 3 ¢ Aler death === =

”l/\/hen Aunf’ s deac/ her fernﬁed

hands wilf e -

St rmﬂed with orc/eal_s' she

7 astesd by revon e s e

" The tigers in the papel fhat

- She maafe o . 7
Wil yo on prancmy, prouc/ and .

ol e

Even in death, the wedding ring

| stays on her finger. The marriage

- ____Ieaues n"s mark beyoncf /nc'e

. . Motice Alhe word f'gﬁ'lﬁed s

: @'ch_o_:_ou/df have written hrecf or

. 'still', put chose a stronger,

| accosdtory word. o 2 s
e )the tigers survive - art outlives it

= <~ the ,C/OSlbﬁ furn S R 2y

. e art s 1Cree euen_when the 0o
e ,,_.‘?f’ff'-‘f,,“ta-? caged.
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Contrast : tigers vs Aunt e

; 'i_‘:"gers Aunt Tenniter .
| prance Freely : Fingers Futter
|
,‘ topaz, br{ghf‘ weary .
\,
. E fearless territied
. proud mastered
/f sleek  chivalric weak, trembling *
: ! (erf'a;'nf'f : ordeals
\| eternal in the pare  diest. leaves marks :
‘
= |
F ‘ Why the contrast matters

\
i The f{gers are what Aurﬁ' J-er?m"per

| dreams of becoming - free, golden,
[
- unatraid of men beneath the ftree.

But she can only create them

—

. she c.;tnnof becore them. The
_yaeddfnﬁ pand Keeps her hand
heavy.

7’{9@’52 hee ari = hec | Secrel

 self, unshacled.
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4 lothachy
Unclg'sﬂ we_dgffnﬁ bafnd is the uvisible
sign of male power. It sits

heavily even after Aunt's death.

( b)_ F emale S_UF»Fenby

Ll

f}'nﬁgr; Vﬁqf'f'er, hands_ rf}j)ﬂed_' by

ordeals, terrified even in death.

() Art as esape

the embroidered tigers are her

secret rebellion, the only place
she an be fearless.

(d? Art- outlives the artist 7 -
the parel survives. The __?"'i?E','S :
go on prqpct'njL prguo_( aﬂpd _unavc{q:d.

Art carries her gnSgog(gnr'vpfce_.

(e)” {Vf'arrf'aﬁe as cage

the cenf_'ra{ %mtbtkf (ead{pﬂ
marriage, especially in /750s
America, often meanrt the womans

dreams were Ioc_%gd_ n : qeedlgw_prx._
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P oetic deuvic es

/- _Symbohkm
f{gers = ﬁreedom, courage.
wedding band = patriarchy.

woo/ / needle = domesf“f'c labour,

20 Imayery :
visval - bright topaz, green world,
ivory nged/_e. tactile - Q'nyers
Quf’f‘gnhj, hand we{ghed down.

3. Alliteration

'-F:byer; -»Cluf'f‘erfnﬂ ', 'pra nct’ny,

_p(ouc{', 'Slegb{ chf_'valn'c'.

‘?’._/Vlef’aphor 7/ hypgrbole
the wec/dfnj band s 'ca(le_d

____'ma.s.ﬂ'ue' - hyperbole -por

psychol({gfcal we{'ghf'.__

= Persom'ﬁcahb;) :

the ffnﬁ 'Si_'f's_' :e_aw'/y o/ fthe
f'{gers 'pace with cerf'af'nfy' _and
will :90 on _pra_r_;_;fnj' atter
dearhipic i .
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ok and toe . . 0

| [he poerm's fight forem (three . . 0
_guatrains, regular meter, reat . .

_couplets) .pmirrors the ‘tight Iife .

l
/r = i - . Sa ci¥;

| Tore moves From observation .
f_ (stanza /) to Pty (;mnz’gf 2/} fto . : .
| guiet defiance (stanza 3). - -

Quick revision .

Q. What do the tigers symbolise 7

A. Freedom, +rarlessress, and the

Sannior. openl/  be.

Q. W hat (s the 'massive y_gg{?hfi o 7 7
/i" —Uf’c--/e""—{ wec/ df”ﬂ ,,bf"’fy e _5_7’70_172?@[_ _9__19 : o -
| the constraints of marriage.
| Q& Why does Fich end with the 7 S
P o
e b e
o s e,
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