Poef's and P ancackes

—  Asokamitran (Flamfnﬂo, Ch o)

Abouf' f'he AUfhor pancaKe
Asokamitran (/93/ - 20/7) — Tarmil writer,

worked at Gemini Sf'udt'os, Madras for & 17 year.
Famous +or spare prose & 9gentle, dry irony.
This memoir (s from his book - '/My }/ears

with Boss' translated Hom Tamil.

Settin
Gemini Studios, Madras — late /790s & $Os.
. Founded by 5.8, Vasan ; one of the biggest
& most influential film studios of its time.

Ouer 00 employees from many W rej:bns.

Plot in 9 lines
/. Author works at the publicty office —

his desk faces a ﬂ/amorous maKeup room.
2. He swetches the mawevp dept, the ofhice

boy, Subbu, the lawyer & the MFRA uisit.
3. Stephen Spender visits — no one Knows him.
9. Years later avthor discovers who he was.

-7 connects pop cnema with serious Iit,
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The Mawe-vp Department

Housed n a buildfny once a Stable.

Lit by half a dozen incandescent /(9’#’5 %
at close range — gave a +eeling of Fre hell. pamsliy

Refected glare of mirrors all around.

'Pan(ab(e' = Max Factor brand <-main ake- mawe-vp

- <-used in torres

Strict H ierarchy

Order of seniority in the mae-up room

/. ChieF mawe-uvp man - Benﬂall'

2. Senior asst. - Maharashtrian

3. Junior man - - Dharwar Karmad{'ﬁa
Y. Andhra maKke-up man =leromwd painter

$. East-Indian + local Taril boys

* 0Fhce boy — applied paint to extras' bodies.

Pomf of J.rony
Pref'fy faces were turmed ??f?‘ ﬁr:\ghf’@;l on Screen

by the thick coat of paint — the make-up

fndusfrf made beavty look monstrous?

X  Mational integration - - Auvthor's wry note
men from guery reﬂfon worKr'nﬂ f'oyefher,

united in f'urm’n\g humans into cowns.
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The 'O0Fhce B o:/'

Who was he 7°

A man in his early forties — \)'or'ned Gemini

hopfny to becorme star / director / writer /
Iyricist. Ended up apply:'ny maKe-uvp on

the heads of 'crowd' — extras.

His Frustration

Educaf'ed, e Tamil & Enﬂlfsh literature.
Felt he was wash'nj his 44 talent here.
Often wvisited Asokamitran's table -- the

Only Zw'ef de.sv( in the studio c= Fo vent.

'7!

'"Are you a Brahmin

His Blame Game

Blamed Kofhamanyalam Subbu for his
sf'ajnaﬂon -- fhouyhf Subbu, be;hﬁ a
Brahmin, had unfair advantages.
(Author hints : not truve — Subbu just

happened to be more vsetul & cheerful.)

Why he matters

Symbol oF countless failed .dreams the

£l indusfry Zufeﬂy produces euery vear.
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Kothamangalam Subbu

His Position

Ofﬁu’a/ly ¢ Slory dept member.
Unofficially -- 'Mo. 2 at Gemini Studios'.
A dreersr=s ’3053‘5 r{ghf"hand ma.n;

S«ills & Traits
»

Alway s cheerful, rever said 'no'.
® Could Improvise an entire Scene in
minutes — solved every .Sf'or7/ cr:'sfs..
Wrote Taril poetry, rovels (Thillana
Mohanamball), +ilm Iyrics, prose.

Acted in Flms too -- wversatile.

Deqofed to the Boss & to his Pamily —

truly onal, not sycophantic.

talent + loyalty = indispensable e aines vodes

Auvthor's Tonre

Admires Subbu, el notes the unfairness
Subbu's talent let the Boss bask in credit 7
Subbu himself Faded into the shadows. :
- He had enemies Gealous'colleaﬁues) but

Subbyu was igenw'nely a nice man'.
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The Lawyer & the MFRA

The Lg'qal Adviser

OFficially the Story dept's lgal adviser.

Avthor calls him an '47Iejal adviser’ - o
a man who #Te?‘m# ruined a pmmt'sinﬂ actress's career

by Secreﬂ«/ f@COfdl'::? an oufbur‘—sf'_& playfny

i+ back — the studic shut down her L.

He himsel£ lost his Job soon atter.

MPRA Visi+ (1952)
Moral [Re-Armament Army Zn e by Dr.

Frank 5uchman, American euanﬁeh'_ft
200 people from 20 countries wvisited
Madras -- shows : Jotham \/alley & The

Focgoﬁ'en Factor (anti-Communism plays).

<-Cold-War contex

3

MRA = counter-mouvement to int'l Communisn

Influence on Gemini

The Boss (S.S. Vasan) was F&= against Communism --
warmly hosted the MFRA. -Tamf'l dramatists

copfed their Sf'aﬁe Si’yle for years. \
Avthor's iromy : a Hilm studio playing host

to a moralist movement -- contradiction ? '
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The Stephen Spender Visit

Who s Spender 7

leephen Spender (/707 - J)s) —
British poet & editor of 'Encounter’

mayazt'ne. Friend of Auden, Eliot, Yeats.

Contributor to Freoorter 'The God That Failed'
— famous anti-Communist anfholoyy G/999)

What happered 7

*

X

One afterncon

pink  hair arrived at Gemini Studios.

All 600 statF assembled in the lawn.

a tall Enﬂh'.shman with

rypewn'f'er i

The Boss made a yrand welcorme  speech.

The visitor delivered a 10”3 speech --

no omne understood his British accent.

He thanked them & le#+. Auvdience clueless.

Q

Why IS a poet at a movie studi

Answer (years later)

Avthor later finds Spender's name on a

book at a boocseller's — realises he was ,

an /l/lfe/—i—ﬁrfend!y anf't'_—COmm. editor inuited

by the Boss for his political stance.
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Themes & Devices

/;quor Themes

4 Irony ofF Indian Fim l'r)dusf'ry - - ' oo

(@)

beavtiful stars made ugly by maxesp ; =
famous poets {gnored by their hosts.

2. Creative higrarchy & hidden talent --
Subbu's gift swallowed by the Boss's name.

= /:rusf'raf'ed ambition (f’he o/:ﬁ'ce b~o~7/).

9. Cold-War polﬂ'ics‘.seepmﬂ into  Indian arts
via MRA & Spender's uisit.

$. Gap between popular cnema & 'serious’

poetry — ¥O®- rarely cross paghs,

Literary Devices

ZRONY -~ the ruling  tore of the essay.
SATIRE -- gentle, never cruel.

HUMOUR -- anecdotal, deadpan.

HYPERBOLE -- 'trucxloads of pancawe'.
OXYMORON - - illegal legal adviser'.

METAPHOR -- studic as a microcosm of India.

X% X X %K X

TO'I‘)Q PR dfy / Wry / def'a(hed / .pﬁ"?dmor{_{e this

<»-/:or boara’ ANSwerS

MNarrator persona = zw'ef' observer at

the next desk -- almost Invisible.e
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Quotes / Exam / Kevision

Key Quotations

o 'Even the worsf-!oov(mj person looed

uﬁly enouyh for the camera’ -- pancace r'rony.

® A Aol many pan"s' -- on Subbu.

0 'He was a poef" -- Author's lafe epr}ohany

about the pf'nv('hat'red Enﬂ/fshman.

Exam Pattern Pts

Q/. Why does the avuthor call the lawyer

‘an t'lleﬂal adviser' 72 (3 marks)

Q2. Swetch Subbu as 'Mo. 2 of Germini'. (6 m.)
Qas. Why was Stephen Spender's visit a

~oceess puzzle 7 (6 marxs)
Q"lf. Comment on the irony in the title.

(< marks) pancake = popular cnema,

poet = hf'gh Iiterature.

QUICK ReEVISION (6O secd)

L

/. Setting : Gemini Studios, Madras, /75 Os.
2 Cast o Boss, Subbu, office boy, lawyer.

2. Two visits : MFEA team & Stephen Spender.
Y. Mood - ironic, a#‘pecﬁbnaf'e, Saﬁ'rr'cali.

s,

/Messaﬂe ;. popular & Serious arts meet --
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