B The Interview

Class /2 Enﬁhkh Core - Flaminjo Froce Ch 7
Part I by Christopher Silvester

Part IL by Mokund Padmanabharn (with Eco)

Quick Facts

. Two-part chapter:
| Fart I = coitical gssay on the interview
Part LL = interview with Umberto FEco
X Silvester: editor of The Penyufn Boox of
Lnterviews (1792) i
X Eco:r Italian semiotician + novelist
Famovs For The NMame of the Rose (/950)

which sold /O0-/5= million copies.

Why the interview matters
ﬁ'ouyhly /30 years old as a +orm
-

| (since 199) " Alvio <k euvery )if'eraf'e adult
 has read one; TS thousands of

celebrities have been interviewed.

Brian: interviewer = unprecedented power
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Part T - Two Views

P osSitive view

/. Source of truth (at iFs h{ghesf form)
2. An .art when. pracf'fsed well
3. Most vivid medivm of communication

(Denis Brar's clnis)

Megative view - celebrity hostility
f ve Maipavl ! pe‘oplelhare 'wounded' by
inferviews; ‘lose a part of themselves'

* Lewis Carroll: had a \'jusf' horror' of it
~Never 9aue one.

ﬁudyarc/ Klplfny.‘ called interviewing a
‘rime’, an 'assavlt', 'cowardly and uile'.
v+ (Vet he interviewed Mark Twain.)

* Saul Bellow: interviews =
'‘thumbprints on his windpipe'

even when wl'//l'nyfy ﬂfuen.

Silvester's own verdict

'DeSPife drawbacv(_f, the inferview IS
a Supremely serviceable medium of

& . [
communication.
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Part L - /Meet Umberto Eco

Who is Umberto Eco?

X Professor at Upfi/ersify of Boloyna

X Sepiotician (the sf-udy of 5{9”-‘)

X 90+ Scho{arly booKks + £ novels +
children's books + essay s

The NMame of the /?osé.' /O-/5 million copies

How does Eco do # all?

Answer 1 (philosophical):

'L am always doing the same thing.’

All  projects driven by the SAME bunch of
ethical / pfzflo_fo;:;hfcal interests.

Little energy lost in '5wﬂ'ch:hﬁ'.

Answer 2 (pracﬂcal) - his SECRET:
INTERSTICES = empty spaces of daﬂy
lif. The time between things. :

'Wafh'n\g for your elevator come up,

L have aiready written an article?’ - Eco ¢

Atom analogy: «ill empty space in atoms,

universe shrinks fo a4 List. Same with Iitfe.
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Eco - Sfyle + l'denﬁh!.

Distinctive acag:/emfc style

/. Tells the STORY of the research:
trials and errors included, not just
polished hypothesis and proof-
2. P/ayﬁbl, personal voice - a marked
'depan"ure From reyular academic style
(depersonah'sed, ‘dry, borinﬂ).

Where the style came from

At his viva (age 22) a professor said:
"You told the Sfory' of your research,
trials and errors included.’

Eco toox the praise as a method;

the habit became a deliverate choice.

Scholar OR AMowvelist?

'L am a professor who writes rowvels on Sundays.'

Identifies with the academic commum'fy
Attends conterences, AMOT FPen Club meets
Started Fiction at age $0 - '‘by  acadent’

XX X X

Mouvels Sah'spy his 'taste for narraf'f'on_'
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°

The NMame of the Rose

Padmanabhan called i+ 'a very Serious nowvel':
detective yarn on the surface

*  metaphysics, theology, medieval history
underneath .

Yet sold 10-75  million copies. Why?

Three reasons 4+ one confession

A

/. feaders WANT difficult experiences

Journalists ﬁkﬁ‘ wrongly  think readers want
2. Small 9 of 6 billion = still millions:

‘these «inds of readers' were enouyh
3. Medieval setting helped ('that's possible')

7;}‘18 mysf’ery

American publisher predicfed 3,000. copies.
It sold 2-3 MILLIOA 5 the US alome

'/Vobod-/ can’ predict i+.' - Eco

Eco's honesfy about the limits of his own

analysis itself maxes him memorable.
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Exam Hot-Spots

FIVE guotes to memorise
/ 'Supremely serviceable medivm of
communication’ - Silvester on interview
2. 'Unprecedented power and influence’
- Denis Brian on the interviewer
5. 'ThUmbprfbe on his windp:pe'
- Saul Bellow on befnj‘ interviewed
7. 'A professor who writes rovels on
Sundays' - Ecw on hfmsel:
<. '/Vobody can predict .Q" -~ Eco on :

The Mame of the [Mose's success

Common board questions
>

; Define interstices (/ mark)

x Why do celebrity writers despise
interviews? (3 marcs)

Explain 'thumbprints on his windpipe'
(3 mar«s)

Scholar “or novelist? (3 ‘marus)

Why was The MNMame of the Kose so

Succ.essﬁbl? (< marks)

Spelling traps

MIKUAD  (not MuKunda), SLLVESTER (rot
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