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About the author

Pearl 5. Buw (7932 to 4973).
_/-ln__-zerfcan novelist, _dau\ghf‘e( o_j/:
miSStbn_q{ie; who ,_{G’V@_d_ f'nr_C_hfna

Spent most of her.lﬁce in China.

f'amous 1Cor The (:rood Farf'h
Won the NMobel __Pﬂze_ 71Cor
Literature in /935,

About the story

|
-

Set in :Rtpan durmy Wor!d War
_J_.L A Tapanese Surgeon, Dr

_Sadao Hov(: -pmds a wounded".

Amencan Prisoner of war washed
~E22 _The share by his house

77'he7 sf'ory s f'he mner COmCItcf'
between his dufy as a docf'or

and ks du‘ly as a patriot.
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,___-Sefﬁ'ryq and the main man

War-time Japan, /790s. Sadao's ¢
house sits on a narrow rocdy , ,
coast facing the Pacific. : :
| Br Sadde How ¢ .
® s«illed surgeon and scientist -
* trained in America For § years _
% onb et fe the Bwer o b0 0
. old Genernl peeds By o
X married to Hara, also raised
partly in America
X two small children f ,
_.Sqdao's _Faf'her ﬂ:}psfsf‘ed_ he®
marry a Japarese woman - which
is why he waited till he met . o
_______ Hana v Amera. . 0 - -

__rwesf'e_rn_ tra:b{nj e Japanrese dufy o

. -
<- the inner sphit

He recalls poarding reections
\ he _&ced 7"'—) /—]mgrlca.
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The body on the shore . 5

\

One Poyyy euenfnﬁ Sadao and
Hana step out for fresh air.

They see a man cawling out ot
v 9

the mist towards the rows.

He s -

yowoﬁ, blond, white _ e

an American prfsoner of war

shot in the baw, bleedfnﬂ

X X X | X

close fto dyfnﬁ
Hfs name turns out To be Tom.

The First decision

Three options pass. f'hrouyh
Sadao's mind

(i) push him back intfo the Sea

(i) hand him to the police

Gir) take him in and treat him

s Bt A B e s i S e T s e e s

The doctor in him taKes over.
He cannot let a wounded man

die in Lront of him.
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| Servants in revolt

s

When the servants Find an
Aperican in the master bedroom
they are shoced. .
¥ the old gardener - tradition

 says the foreigner must die
X the cook - 'the master will

be punished = .

wasxh fhe dndomy

| After three days they wald out.

Hana herself has to clean Tor

with her own: hands.

~ The operation

Sadao
Hana gives the anaesthetic. She

 Faints once but holds on.

* Yomi the maid - refuses to

operates that very night.

 bullet removed, life saved

Tom survives the surgery.
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Sadao tells fhe C-reneral

\
|
E

|

_ The olcf C-reneral s Sadao.s sy e
_patient - he depends on him  for
a __cpm?'ny gall-bladder operation.

Sadao contesses the truth.

 The General is amosed, not

7 qnﬂry. _He_ pror_nfses prf'uaf'e :

“,'f’d, _remoue *hf____ /"‘_meﬂcari___ guietly.

promise of assassins - pever Wept

Sadac waits three nights.
Mo orne comes.

 The General has Simply Por:goﬂ'gr;

preoccupfed w:f'h his own

pain.

A small but biting line -

Wf'he_ (_;gﬁnerq_{fs fel-rc—fbferesf' s

_ He,. f?e_ed& 504@ ,,,@/fve more
than he reeds Tom dead.
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| The plan of escape

Realising the assassins will

never come, Sadao acts.

The plan -

._his Own  Small rrz_oforf_boaf' .

q <oastal Kerean island, s<ale

&.‘W(& water, blan«et

¥
: E
* a Aashlight - two  signals

- Tom runs out of supplies
: To_.fn whl?‘; on f'{)e f__fland . arnd i
watches for a PASSing boat that
il take him to g Japanrese

Fishing village.

Tom rever needs to sigral.

A passing ship PIAS him up.,

~ The clo.s:'nz reFlection - -

Standing alore, Sadas wonders -
_why could he rot il an gnemy

-

he had been 199ghE fo hate 7

H\’, ha_s NO Answer.
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Themes P . . o
(o) Humanity above mation i o 0 -
_The story's heart - a doctor's _
| oath outweighs a soldier's . ,
| loyalty. _ - . ;
] Dufy in conflict . . . _
Sadao is torn between docfor, . .
husband, son of Japan. o .
(c) Racism a_:_?_d Prgudlce e '
Sadao paced racism in /-lmenca . .
. The seruc_r_p_ff;__-%giﬂ racial hatred L 2
Por )"he white __Pnsoner. o _ o e .
(d) Loyalty and marriage
Hara stands by S Sadao ahfhough -
" she s afraid, Cufel sovrage. . 0 6 .
() SelF-interest of power . . :
The General forgets the 7 . . /
assgising becavse s bwn o
| health worries him more. = . e
War magrifies the smaliness of :
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Crat+ and irony

Buck pbuilds l'rony at each turn

X the enemsy washes vp at the

docf'or's door

x the pafrioh'c surgeon saves

the enemy soldier
¥ the (eneral is foo selfish

to ep:ncorce his own order
L ]

The setting helps - the lonely
house on the JifF (s both

isolation and prof‘ecfmn.

Quick revision

7

Q. Why does Sadao save Tom
‘/‘?._The doctor in him IS _Sfronyer

than the patriot.

Q. Why does the General fail

b vepd acsassing

A. Selp'fnf'eresf. He needs Sadao

alfve_»Cor his own Suryery.

Q. What does the title mean o
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