On the Face of It

by Susan Hir
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Abovut the avthor

Susan Hill (oorn 7992).

British novelist and playwright.
Famous +or "The Woman in Blaw'
and 'I'm the thﬁ of the 'Casﬂe'.
Writes about f'solaﬂor;, fear,

and the ]onely outsider.

About the play

.'On the Faﬁe of If" IS a short
radio—sfyle play in two sceres.
Only three vorces, mostly Mr

Lamb and Derry.

Two ouf'Sl'derS meet in a ﬁarden =
an old man with a tin kg, and

@ boy with a burred ,ﬁace._

a4 play about how the world sees the 'dl‘mgrenf'_ ‘l
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The two characters

/l/’r’ Lal’Wb L : S

*fold, _h'ues alore _l'n a 'coﬁ'aje

il Jost a /ey_ I a war, wears

; a tin /eﬁ_ : o :
x ch:’ldrgn cé;/l_ him V'Lamey—l__armb'_
X o he lreats t as 4 Jore
x Keeps no curfains, ﬁa'l'e
always open :
. - reads, Iistens, maes jelly -
_1Crc>m crab  apples
ey ,
* about /9 years. o/d
il one side of his ﬁa;e was
burned by acifd
® hides  from people
7 __conw'nced no  one will ever
love or marry hfm %
* anyry, _wff’hc{rawn, de-r’-\ensft/e

dimbs Mr Lamb's wall +o be

alone in the ﬁ_arden

fwo strangers, both 'on  the outside’
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Scene / - in the garden

Derry climbs over the wall
thinking the ﬁarden s empty.
Mr Lamb s uvp a ladder Plh”(l';)ﬂ

apples and sees him.

Derry tries to run. Mr Lamb
calls ovut ﬂem"ly and asks him '

fo 5#&7.

At Frst Derry IS Suspicious
* dcb('you see my face

Z
X are Y OU atraid of me 7
X are Y/0U lauyhinﬂ at me 7

Mr Lamb s matter-ot-fact. He
does not pff\/ Derry. He \ju.ﬁ'

talks - about bees, weeds,

apples, the open ﬁafe.

no pity = real respect

S/ley Derry warms to him.

He has nrever met an adult who

-
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Lamb's small lessons

Mr Lamb's worldufew, spoKen n

plain yarder) words

/. Weeds are also Q’owgrs.
A weed is \}usf' a Hower in the

Lurony place. Same as people.

2. The gate stays open.

/"nyo.ne can walk in. Mr Lamb
does nrot lock people out, nor
himsel* in. .

3. Hear i+ all - yood and bad.

He Keeps no curtains. He hears
the cruel taunts and chooses

fo {ygnore them.

<. What matters is what is inside.
He never asKs how Derr'?/ yof'
the scar. The face does nrot

interest him.

Derry, for the Hirst time, hears

these ideas put yenf'ly.
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Derry's two wounds

Derry says the burn IS not the
worst part. The worst part is

how people behave.

a woman In a Shop safd,
"Only a mother covld love

that Face’

children stare c;r run away
two women on a bus said
'he'd be better ofF dead’

his own mother Kisses only

the 9000( side of his Face

the burn outside - the bigﬂer burn inside

My Lamb replies that he too is .
mocked. The children chase him

callinj ’Lar‘ney—l_amb'. But he

does not nurse, the . wound.

He chooses not to define

himself by what others say.

He «eeps the gate open.
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Jelly. The ladder slips.

Scene 2 - the return

Derry's mother beys him not
o ﬂo back to the 51'ranﬂe old
man. She is afraid For him.

Derr7f argues. He says Mr Lamb
is the first person he wants fto

meet. He must return.

I am \90"’{9 bawk. I want to.

He runs to the. cof’f'aye.

The tragic endfgq

My Lamb s c/fmbfnj the ladder

again, picking apples For the

Derry arrives \jqu‘ as MU Lamb
lies on the ﬁround. He s too
late. The old man is dyin\g.

Deff‘]’ weeps - over Lamb, over
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nemes

(a) Disability and the 9aze

\The pa}‘n of bea’ny stared at is
greater than the pain of the
wound  itself.

(o) False sympathy
Ph‘y hurts more than ruderess.

Mr Lamb refuses to pify Derry.

() f‘:rfenC{ShtP across age
A boy of 79 and. an old man
meet as ezuals - both rgecf'ed

by the world outside.

(d) Percgption” vs reality
On the face of it Derr7'f s
*
dl..SvCIBUfed and Lamb s broken.

Underneath both are +ull

people.

(el Ac.ce;of'a nee
Lamb tells Derry to come back
to the world, rot hide From

i#. Weeds are Flowers too.
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.S'Z.mbols

o

X the openr ;gaf‘e - openness fto

the world

the h{gh wall - the barrier
Derry builds inside himselt

the yarden —: a space without
pity

weédsA = vihp unwa_nfed

the ladder - the -)Craﬂﬁe

hope just made

Mosf'ly dlb/bﬁue, very few stage
directions, suited to radio.

Plain words cdrry_c/eep ideas.

b Quick revision

Q. Why s Mr Lamio important to
Derry 7
‘| A. He is the Hrst adult to loox

at _him w’f‘houf pif‘y or fear. .

‘  Q. What does the endfnﬂ teach 7

S
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