SOP for MBA in USA: Structure Template

Parameter Rule

Length 500 to 1,000 words, up to 1,200 where allowed

Alternate format Two or three prompts of 250 to 500 words each

Must answer Why an MBA, why now, why this school

Never include Resume repetition, generic school praise, settlement plans

Block 1: The Opening (75 to 100 words)

Name the real motivation in one or two sentences. Avoid childhood-passion openings entirely. Start at
the professional moment that exposed a gap you cannot close on the job.

Block 2: Professional Core (200 to 300 words)

Two or three career moments with outcomes attached. Name the team size, the budget, the metric or the
timeline. This block carries the file, because MBA committees read careers rather than transcripts.

Block 3: Why an MBA and Why Now (100 to 150 words)

The specific capability gap your trgjectory has hit. Tie it to the next role, not to a general desire for
growth.

Block 4: Why This School (100 to 150 words)

Named courses, concentrations, clubs, labs or professors. Rewrite this block for every application.
Reputation praise that fits any school reads as unresearched.

Block 5: Goals (100 words)

A short-term role you could plausibly reach on graduating, and a long-term direction behind it. Name
the function and the sector.

Block 6: The Close (50 to 75 words)

Three or four confident sentences. No pleading, no summary of everything already written.

Final Checks

Inside the word limit. Answers this cycle's live prompt. Keeps study and career purpose central. Agrees
with your recommendation letters. Contains no sentence that could appear in another applicant's essay.

All names, institutions and companies in this document are fictional. Sample for structure and style reference only.
Do not copy verbatim into a live application.



